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The best garage 
is a safe one 



Security, convenience & reliability 


When it comes to remote controlled 
rolling garage door systems, Essati is a 
leader in innovation and quality. 

Since 1995 Essati has been an inventive roller 
shutter garage door company catering for the 
needs of the residential market place. 


In 2006 Essati introduced the insulated aluminium 
rolling garage door system, a sleek and beautiful 
modern rollerdoor of superior quality, conveniently 
operated by a small hand held key fob. This 
system combines security, convenience and 
reliability, with a beautiful stylish door of infinity, 
and it's completely maintenance free! 


ESSATI 


www essatigaragedoors.co.uk 
01245 396910 


65% off 


Remote controlled insulated aluminium rolling garage door 
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Has Easter story been 
swamped by egg craze? 


WHILE many would argue the 
original Christian Christmas message 
has been swamped by a tsunami of 
commercialism, we should first exam¬ 
ine how the original purpose of Easter 
has slipped from view. 

Despite the ‘political correctness 
gone mad’ aspect of nativity plays 
being phased out to avoid causing 
offence (regardless of faith, we 
celebrate Christmas as part of our 
culture as a consequence of the 
Christian message embedding itself 
upon ancient Pagan traditions so 
surely we should mark that?), 

Easter has become almost 
nothing if not an opportunity 
for our collective blood sugar 
levels to rocket under a 
mountain of over-priced 
chocolate designs. 

Yet Easter is, perhaps, a 
more significant date in the 
Christian calendar; the 
crucifixion of Jesus 
and his remarkable 
return two days 
later. As a story it 



packs far more punch, intrigue and 
drama than any work of fiction. 

But unlike Christmas, where the 
Christian overtones underpin the 
festive season, Easter is now a period 
recognised more for the time off it 
affords and the development of our 
sweet tooth, than a moment of quiet 
reflection or a focus on family unity. 
And regardless of your religious beliefs, 
or otherwise, that’s rather a shame. 

You don’t have to believe in the 
stories of the Bible to not at least 
ensure our children are aware of the 
religious culture which dictates 
our traditions; it is, after all one 
of the key things which 
defines us as a nation and 
which has shaped us. 

While many will argue 
religion’s role in this world 
can be destructive and divisive, 
there is an equally as powerful 
thought that mere 

commercialism is 
equally as damag¬ 
ing. Enjoy your 
weekend. 


■ Kent on Sunday and its journalists are committed to abiding by the Society of Editors Code 
of Practice. If you have a complaint which can’t be resolved by Kent on Sunday editor Chris 
Britcher (chris.britcher@archant.co.uk) please contact the Independent Press Standards 
Organisation, c/o Halton House, 20-23 Holborn, London, EC1 2JD, or via complaints@ipso.co. 
uk. More information about IPSO and its regulations can be found at www.ipso.co.uk 
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Relyon King Size Splendid pocket 
sprung, drawer divan set 
Usual price £1699 
Was £99<Now £849* 


Lucas 3 seat sofa and chair 
Usual price £1690 

Was £999l\low £845* 


Valencia 2 seat sofa 
covered in Duck Egg weave fabric 
Usual price £795 

Wasi595l\low £395* 


GPIan Chloe 

3 seat manual reclining sofa 
Usual price £2349 
Was £174^Now £1169* 


EASTER EVENT 



Nasons Furniture & Bed Centre 

Maynard Road, Wincheap, Canterbury CT13RQ 

01227 463550 I www.nasons.co.uk 


Free Easy Parking - Free Local Delivery (Ts & Cs apply) 


*AII offers are one-offs, ex-display and offered on a first come first served basis 
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Work derails rail service 
over Easter bank holiday 



By Chris Britcher 

chris.britcher@archant.co.uk 


TRAVELLERS planning to use the 
train this weekend are being warned 
of significant disruption to services 
as a result of engineering work. 

Charing Cross, Cannon Street 
and Waterloo East stations will be 
closed until Tuesday, with services 
instead running to and from New 
Cross, Victoria or Blackfriars, 

In addition, London Bridge - 
which has been at the centre of 
extensive work over recent months 
as part of a multi-million pound 
modernisation - will be running a 
very restricted Southeastern 
service, with only trains to and 
from Hastings serving the station. 

As a consequence of signal 
works, there will also be no trains 
between Swanley and Faversham 
and between Sittingbourne and 
Sheerness. 

Trains to or from Victoria will be 
diverted via Maidstone East to 
connect with replacement bus 
services. 

And high speed services to and 
from St Pancras via Gravesend and 
Rochester will start and terminate 
at Strood and Faversham. 


Replacement buses will run 
between Swanley/Maidstone East/ 
Strood and Faversham. Replace¬ 
ment buses will also run between 
Sittingbourne and Sheerness. 

A spokesman for Southeastern 
explained: “There is significant 
engineering work taking place 
across the Southeastern network 
over the Easter weekend which 
may affect your journey. 

“This is to allow improvement 
work to take place as part of the 


Thameslink Programme and the 
east Kent resignalling works. 

“It will impact some passengers 
travelling across Kent as well as to 
and from London. 

“An amended timetable will 
operate throughout the four day 
Easter weekend from Good Friday 
to Easter Monday. 

“There will be changes to where 
trains stop and some trains will be 
terminating at different terminals. 
Please check before you travel.” 


Those planning to travel are 
advised to visit www.nationalrail. 
co.uk 

Ticket holders will be able to use 
the London Underground between 
Southwark and Embankment and 
Canada Water, overground 
between New Cross and Canada 
Water and the Docklands Light 
Railway between Lewisham and 
Greenwich. 

All services will return to 
normal by Tuesday. 


Police funds boosted 
as county gets £3m of 
Home Office funding 


Killer of medical student, 
22, faces death sentence 


KENT’S police force is set to benefit 
from £3 million of extra funding 
after successful bids for the cash by 
the county’s police and crime 
commissioner Ann Barnes. 

The money comes at a vital time 
for the force, which has had to make 
swingeing cuts due to reductions in 
funding from central government. 

The money has been secured from 
the Home Police Innovation Fund, a 
£50m fund set up to improve policing 
through innovative thinking. 

The fund invites bids from forces 
across England and Wales. 

Some £1.5m has been awarded 
directly to the county for three 
projects, including a seven-days-a- 
week virtual remand court and 
collaborative police procurement, as 
well as a project to fight internation¬ 
al internet paedophilia. 

This project will see police work 
with the Child Exploitation Online 
Protection Centre (CEOP), National 
Crime Agency (NCA) and the Univer¬ 
sity of Liverpool to develop innovative 


tools to protect children and deal with 
online child sexual exploitation. 

Another £1.5m has been secured 
for projects to run in collaboration 
with Essex Police and other forces, 
including an IT system that will save 
police time and money. 

Mrs Barnes said: “Although this 
fund is not new money, but has come 
from the national police grant, I’m 
absolutely delighted that Kent is 
going to receive this share of money 
from the Home Office. It will make a 
huge difference at a time when there 
are further deep cuts to police 
funding on the horizon.” 

Superintendent Martin Wilson, 
Kent Police’s head of innovation, 
added: “This is an excellent result for 
Kent with additional funding to help 
us tackle crime whilst making the 
very best use of modern technologies. 

“We will also be delivering projects 
that improve efficiency across the 
criminal justice system as well as 
within our administrative 
functions.” 


A 23-year-old fishmonger was this 
week facing the death penalty after 
being found guilty of the murder of 
Kent medical student Aidan 
Brunger in a violent attack in 
Borneo. 

Mr Brunger, 22, from Hemp¬ 
stead, near Gillingham, had been 
in the country as part of a medical 
course. His friend Neil Dalton was 
also killed in the attack which took 


WITH a month to go before the 
2015 general election we want to 
know your views. 

Until Monday we are running a 
general election survey of 
visitors to our website, kentnews. 
co.uk, on a range of key issues. 

These include; the impact the 
current government has had on 
your life, whether your vote is 
still up for grabs and what you 


place in Kuching last August. 

The parents of both issued a joint 
statement following the verdicts. 

It said: “They were two excep¬ 
tional young men with such 
promise - kind, funny and full of life. 

1 ‘Although we are pleased that 
the man responsible for then- 
murders has been held account¬ 
able, the guilty verdict does not 
bring our sons back.’ ’ 


think are the most important 
issues. 

The results will then be 
published and analysed in our 
print titles. 

We deliberately haven’t asked 
who you will vote for in order to 
ensure the poll is not hijacked by 
any particular party. To access 
the survey visit the page direct 
at http://bit.ly/lGfw05q 


Take part in our special 
general election online poll 
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Farage picks Dover to kick off Ukip's campaign 


UKIP leader Nigel Farage kicked off his party’s election 
campaign in Dover on Tuesday - perhaps not surprisingly 
focusing on his party’s concerns over immigration levels. 

Mr Farage, from Westerham, is standing in South 
Thanet and has hinted he will step down as leader if he 
does not get elected. 

At the campaign opener, he unveiled a poster 


claiming immigration levels were out of control. 

Mr Farage said: “We cannot control immigration 
policy as members of Europe. We want a different 
relationship with Europe, one that is based on trade, but 
not on membership of political union.” 

This week marked the dissolution of Parliament and 
the start of the election campaigns for all major parties. 



Tory trio's five-point plan 
to save airport rubbished 
by site's development duo 


By Maria Chiorando 

maria.chiorando@archant.co.uk 


A CONSERVATIVE plan to revive Man- 
ston Airport has been dismissed as 
‘electioneering’ by property developers. 

The proposal, launched by Craig 
Mackinlay, the parliamentary can¬ 
didate for South Thanet, transport 
secretary Patrick McLoughlin and 
North Thanet MP Sir Roger Gale, 
aims to restore the former airhub to 
a working business. 

But the owners of the site, and de¬ 
velopers of Sandwich’s Discovery 
Park, Chris Cartner and Trevor Mus- 
grave said the airport had never 
been a financially viable option. 

The site has long been the issue of 
contention. Ann Gloag, the business 
magnate behind the Stagecoach trav¬ 
el empire, bought it for £1 in October 
2013. She sold a majority stake in the 
site to Messrs Musgrave and Cartner 
last September, after closing the air¬ 
port on May 15, losing around 140 
jobs. They now own 80 per cent of a 
business that owns the land, while 



CANDIDATE: Mr Mackinlay 


Mrs Gloag retains a 20 per cent inter¬ 
est. They are looking at turning the 
site into a ‘mixed-use’ area 
Now, as part of the five point plan, a 
consultancy firm will review all the 


documents that have informed deci¬ 
sions in relation to Manston. There 
are plans to try and block planning 
consent for the proposed develop¬ 
ment while Craig Mackinlay and Sir 
Roger will lobby Thanet District 
Council. 

Mr Mackinlay and Sir Roger are 
calling for Thanet council to issue a 
Compulsory Purchase Order, which 
allows an official body to buy a site 
without the owner’s consent. But it 
would need an indemnity partner. 

The airport would then need a li¬ 
cence from the Civil Aviation Au¬ 
thority. Sir Roger said: “The nation 
needs Manston Airport, Kent needs 
Manston Airport and Thanet needs 
Manston Airport. There is no ‘Plan 
B’ for us. Second-rate options are 
simply not negotiable.” 

Messrs Cartner and Musgrave 
said: “Our proposed development is 
about creating jobs, the kind of 
highly skilled jobs that will benefit 
the economy of Thanet and east 
Kent for years to come. We are look¬ 
ing to the future, not the past.” 


PLANS : School will open in September 

School to open 
in Folkestone 
after KCC nod 

KENT County Council has given the 
green light to a new primary school in 
Folkestone. 

Martello Grove will initially open in 
September 2015 on the Morehall 
Academy site. It will remain there on a 
temporary basis until new school 
buildings have been completed in 
Warren Way, Folkestone. 

Building work is set to start soon, 
with education officials stating that the 
new school should be completed by the 
end of April 2016. 

The new academy will be part of the 
Lilac Sky Schools Academy Trust. The 
trust already runs three academies 
across the county, including Morehall 
Academy. 

The CEO of Lilac Sky Schools Acad¬ 
emy Trust, Chris Bowler, said: “We 
intend to create a centre of excellence in 
primary education in east Folkestone 
and work with partner schools, parents 
and carers and the local community to 
develop an academy that is outstanding 
from its first day. It is a very exciting 
time and we cannot wait to open.” 

Martello Grove will open initially 
with three classes: a reception class, and 
mixed aged classes for years one and 
two, and years three and four. It is 
planned for the school to gradually 
expand as the classes fill up. 


Penshurst Place star 
of BBC docu-drama 

PENSHURST Place is set for another starring role 
on our television screens in a major three-part 
BBC historic drama series. 

The historic building between Tunbridge Wells 
and Sevenoaks was used as a backdrop to 
Armada: 12 Days to Save England. 

It was used to depict the court of Queen 
Elizabeth in the BBC2 show which will feature 
former EastEnders’ star Anita Dobson as the 
Queen. It is set to be screen in the spring. It comes 
just weeks after the venue featured on hit Tudor 
drama Wolf Hall. 

Ben Thomas, estate manager, said: “Seeing the 
state rooms and Baron’s Hall dressed to become 
the court of Elizabeth I really bought to life the 
authentic period architecture in the house that has 
remained remarkably unchanged since the 15th 
century.” 

The docu-drama will be presented by Dan 
Snow and detail the planned Armada invasion of 
1588, using previously unpublished information. 


Jail for cruel crook 
who took war medals 

A BURGLAR who took medals belonging to the family 
of a late Second World War veteran has been jailed 
for 18 months. 

Bradley Richmond, aged 20, of no fixed address, 
took the military decorations during a raid of a house 
in Penenden Heath, Maidstone, on January 26. 

He also stole a large quantity of other valuables. 

Richmond was arrested several days later in 
Folkestone after some of the items taken in the 
burglary were found in a flat he was known to be 
living in at the time. He pleaded guilty to the offence 
and also asked for three other burglaries to be taken 
into consideration. 

Investigating officer Det Con Raj Dusanjh said after 
the case at Maidstone Crown Court: 1 ‘Burglary is a 
terrible crime that leaves a long-lasting impact on 
victims, Richmond spared no thought for those whose 
homes he ransacked. Fortunately, the war medals 
and other possessions he stole were returned to their 
rightful owners, and I hope the sentencing imposed 
on Richmond is of some additional comfort.’ ’ 


Death smash forces 
closure of motorway 

A 32-year-old man from London died in a crash on the 
M20 motorway on Tuesday, which forced the 
coastbound stretch of the road to be shut for much of 
the day. 

The cash occurred at around 11,30am and saw the 
road closed through the afternoon and into the 
evening rush hour as crash investigation teams 
descended on the scene, after emergency teams had 
attempted to save the victim. 

The incident happened near junction four of the 
motorway at Leyboume near Maidstone. 

A 32-year-old man from Plumstead, in south east 
London, died at the scene after his black Jaguar 
X-type hit the crash barrier near the slip-road. 

The coastbound stretch of the motorway was shut 
between junction two, forWrotham, and junction four. 

In addition, the coastbound M2 6 was closed 
between junction 2a, for Wrotham and Borough 
Green, and the M20. 

Witnesses who have not yet spoken to police 
should call 01622 798538, quoting reference 31-48. 
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What will make next week’s headlines... 


Ports set for queues as 
passport rules tighten 


Jobs threat as B&Q set to 
axe dozens of its stores 


THERE is set to be heavy congestion 
this week at the main ports and 
Channel Tunnel terminals as 
passport checks for those travelling 
out of the country are reintroduced. 

Designed to crackdown on 
immigration issues, currently 
checks are only conducted by the 
nation you’re travelling into. But as 


of Wednesday, British immigration 
officers will conduct thorough 
checks too. And that is almost 
certain to spell delays. 

The introduction had been due to 
start last week, but was delayed to 
prevent major problems during the 
Easter getaway. 

Eurotunnel chiefs have warned 



they fear it could cause major 
delays with traffic backing up on to 
the M20. 

Travellers are advised to arrive in 
good time for their trip. 


STAFF at one of the biggest 
chains of DIY firms face an 
uncertain week after B&Q 
announced it was to close 60 of 
its stores, nationwide, over the 
next two years. 

It comes after parent firm 
Kingfisher reported a 7.5 per 
cent drop in annual profits. 
However, some jobs may be 


saved - it intends to open a 
similar number of stores of 
sister business Screwfix. 

There are a host of B&0 
stores in the county, including 
Gravesend, Folkestone, 
Canterbury and Tonbridge. 

Stores earmarked for closure 
had not been made public at the 
time of going to press. 


Pylon consultation over 


A20 overnight works 


...also_ 

Meet top author Anna 

BEST-selling author Anna Todd will be 
signing copies of her new book at Bluewa- 
ter next weekend. 

She will appear at Waterstones in the 
complex on Sunday, April 19, from noon 
signing her After’ series. 


Housing report launch 

A REPORT on the housing crisis is going to 
be launched on Tuesday, penned by one of 
our MEPs. 

Keith Taylor from the Green Party will be 
in Canterbury to unveil the report at St 
Paul’s Church Hall from 6.30pm. 


NATIONAL Grid has started to work its 
way through the feedback after the 
consultation into the Richborough Connec¬ 
tion came to a close. It is a string of pylons 
linking Richborough in Thanet to a 
sub-station in Canterbury. 


THE A20 near Dover will be closed 
overnight until Tuesday. 

Traffic lights are being installed close to 
the Western Heights roundabout. 

The work is being carried out between 
8pm and 6am. 


All Out Summer Comfort 





Boston 


150cm x 91cm Rectangular 


ML >1 


Table with Corner Sofa and 3 Stools 


Was £1577 NOW £995 



Florida - 120cm Round Table 

and 4 Chairs Was £875 NOW £595 



Iris - 200cm Oval Table and 
6 Chairs Was £2878 NOW £1995 



Iris Parasols 

2.5m Crank handle parasol Was £114 NOW £79 
3m Crank handle parasol Was £143 NOW £99 
3m Free Arm parasol Was £215 NOW £149 


SQicten Fumthm 




Enjoying the garden has never been so stylish or comfortable with 
Lenleys all new conservatory and garden sets. 

• UV Protection • Shower proof cushions 

• Robust durability • Low maintenance 

• Toughened safety glass • Available from stock 



sd! 


www.lenleys.co.uk Roper Road, Canterbury CT2 7EL 

FURNITURE | BEDS | CURTAINS | FLOORING | 


01227 766655 

ACCESSORIES 
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Hurdling fury over 
Grand National 


Next weekend sees one of sport’s most popular horse 
races, but, once again, it has stirred up mixed reactions 


By Maria Chiorando 

maria.chiorando@archant.co.uk 


N Ext weekend, a gargan¬ 
tuan £200 million will 
be bet on the Grand Na¬ 
tional, with around two 
thirds of British adults 
expected to have a flutter. 

But pressure on the world’s most 
famous steeplechase continues to 
grow with a Tonbridge-based animal 
charity once again calling for it to be 
made safer for the horses involved. 

And that has sparked another ma¬ 
jor war of words between charity Ani¬ 
mal Aid and the British Horseracing 
Authority, the sport’s governing body. 

The authority blasted the charity 
claiming it just used the Grand Na¬ 
tional for publicity and pursued ob¬ 
jectives which included “promoting 
entirely vegan lifestyles, banning all 
farming, asking that public do not do¬ 
nate to cancer research charities, 
and to ban all horseracing”. 

The Grand National takes place 
next Saturday, April 11, at Aintree in 
Liverpool. 


Traditionally one of the most un¬ 
predictable of all races due to the 
number of competitors - up to 40 will 
go under starter’s orders - and the 
challenge posed by the fences, it has 
always held a special place in the 
affections of the public and is one of 
the biggest days of the year for book¬ 
makers. 

“The reason the Grand National at¬ 
tracts so many more people than oth¬ 
er races is partly tradition,” explains 
Jon Ivan-Duke, a spokesman for 
bookmaker William Hill. 

“People have grown up watching it 
on television with their families, or 
listening to it on the radio.” 

The event is certainly a remarkable 
spectacle. Staged since 1839, the 
fences have been toned down in re¬ 
cent years in a nod towards a shift in 
public opinion about the safety of the 
horses taking part. 

But it remains one of sport's tough¬ 
est contests to win. 

Mr Ivan-Duke adds: “It’s the 
toughest race there is, so it has that 
element of excitement with the bet¬ 
ting, good atmosphere and fun. It is a 
high octane sporting event - it cap¬ 


tures the imagination when 
you have so many horses 
jumping. It’s a tough and 
unique test, and we expect to 
take on millions of pounds in 
bets.” 

However, according to Ani¬ 
mal Aid, the high stakes that 
make the race exciting, also 
make it extremely dangerous. 

“It is a deliberately hazardous 
race,” says Animal Aid director 
Andrew Tyler. “A dangerously 
overcrowded field of horses is 
forced to confront 30 extraor¬ 
dinarily challenging and 
treacherous jumps, over a 
course of four-and-a-half miles. 

“Since 2000, 24 horses have 
died on the Grand National course 
and, over the course of the three-day 
meeting, 40 horses have been killed 
in that same period.” 

But the British Horseracing Au¬ 
thority says it will not listen to Ani¬ 
mal Aid’s complaints. 

Robin Mounsey, a spokesman for 
the BHA, explained: “The BHA works 
closely with respected welfare organ¬ 
isations such as the RSPCA and 


Horse Welfare, 
mal Aid are not a 
welfare organisation, they 
are an animal rights campaigning 
group. Regularly at this time of year 
they seek to use the publicity of the 
Grand National to raise their public 
profile. 

“Their objectives include promot¬ 
ing entirely vegan lifestyles, banning 
all farming, asking that public do not 
donate to cancer research charities, 
and to ban all horseracing. Such my¬ 
opic views fail to grasp that a ban on 
racing would have a disastrous im¬ 
pact on the thoroughbred as a breed 
- with the immediate future of thou¬ 


sands of racehorses put at risk, while 
the breed would gradually disappear. 

“Furthermore, a critical industry 
to the British rural economy, gener¬ 
ating £3.45 billion in annual expend¬ 
iture and providing direct and indi¬ 
rect employment for more than 
85,000 people, would be devastated.” 

While no horses have been killed 
during the Grand National since 
2012, controversy was sparked dur¬ 
ing the event in 2011, which tabloids 
dubbed the ‘day of horror’. Two hors¬ 
es fell badly and died on impact in full 
view of an estimated 600 million 
worldwide viewers. 

“More than £1.5m has been invest- 



f COUNTY 
SQUARE 
SHOPPING 
CENTRE , 


ASHFORD 

BOROUGH COUNCIL 






Free after 3pm Sundays 
and Bank Holidays 


Q(l SELECT DAYS OVER 
THE ERSTER UIEEKERD 


FREE PRRKIRG 

in RSHFI1D 6 

Ashford Borough Council has introduced free parking at certain times in the following car parks: 


Edinburgh Road tn24slg 
Free after 3pm Monday-Saturday, 
free on Sundays and Bank Holidays 


Bridewell LaneTN30 6EY 

Free on Sundays and Bank Holidays 


Flour Mills tn24 8pa 
Free on Sundays and 
Bank Holidays 


Station Road tn23ipp 
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LEAP: Spectacle of the Grand National at Aintree is either loved or loathed 


ed in safety and welfare measures at 
the course in recent years, including 
replacing the timber frames of the 
fences on the Grand National course 
with more forgiving plastic birch and 
natural birch,” says Mr Mounsey. 

“In staging the race, the balance 
Aintree racecourse seeks is one 
which maintains the unique charac¬ 
ter of the race while also minimising 
the risk for the horses and riders 
taking part.” 

But Animal Aid’s Mr Tyler feels the 
changes aren’t enough. 

“We work with a very experienced 
race consultant,” he says. “We have 
looked at the various jumps and have 


found there are certain dangers, like 
the approach angle on certain jumps, 
as well as uneven heights, poor visi¬ 
bility and very wide fences. We feel 
these are perversely difficult. 

“We want the public to make a 
judgement on the Grand National, 
but based on the facts, which are not 
always transparent.” 

The RSPCA has worked closely 
with the race organisers to help im¬ 
prove welfare conditions. But it says it 
would still like to see a reduction in 
the size of the field. 

Their south east spokeswoman told 
KoS: “The RSPCA has invested a 
great deal of resources, expertise and 


time over the years working with the 
horseracing industry to make wel¬ 
fare improvements to the sport. We 
believe these improvements not only 
benefit the horses but also jockeys 
and the sport as a whole. 

“The Grand National is a testing 
course, by its very nature. In recent 
years the RSPCA has worked with the 
Aintree management and the British 
Horseracing Authority who have 
made a series of welcome changes. 

“However, we would still like to see 
that a reduction of the field numbers 
remains on the agenda. This is be¬ 
cause of the number of horses not re¬ 
maining in contention at the end of 


the race; the occasional bunching is¬ 
sues; and the number of loose horses 
when jockeys become unseated - all 
of which can increase the potential 
risks to horse and jockey.” 

The charity also added that it 
wants to see jockeys reminded to en¬ 
sure that the horse’s welfare is para¬ 
mount by pulling up tired horses that 
are no longer in contention. 

The RSPCA concludes: “We will 
continue to monitor races carefully 
to see if any injuries or deaths could 
have been avoided, or if any lessons 
can be learned to further prevent fa¬ 


talities or injuries. We share our find¬ 
ings with the British Horseracing Au¬ 
thority and the racecourse 
management and, where appropri¬ 
ate, air our concerns and recommen¬ 
dations to these bodies.” 

Animal Aid’s Mr Tyler adds: “I am 
sure there are people involved in rac¬ 
ing who do care about the animals - 
we are not saying these people are 
monsters, our point is that they are 
involved in a system that routinely 
harms animals, and often the full ex¬ 
tent of the dangers these horses face 
is not clear to the public.” 
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KENT’S LEADING COUNTRY HOUSE HOTEL 


St George’s Day Dinner 

Thursday. 2Jt& April 2015 

*i*f< W\>c evening with a wdoeme rweplwti dnni ruN.1 Mclirnw 
with a tnudiEinul t \m Fujdidk table dh&le 4mm 

iDdift!iing4ictas*)£ BeeFWcUmfflofi Gue&i speakers Domum 
MF for FoFkesfcme & Rythc and fu.ii Ccto netae 
£50,00 per penes frKfodujg nwj 


Opera at the Manor 

Nitfrppcrn i HMyand sjmg I pcrlbnniwww* of Mozart's 
“The Mjunage of Figaro” - WedoralaY 2 9th April 2i ) 15 
“Don Giffvwiiu” - Wedrurtdtiy Hih July in 15 
ChMrappfnc Rficepticq and Pcrf-anfiajiM - £2500 pp 
Champagne Rcsepiieri, Pcrfermiinec i four eeuiw 
table cTb&le dinner in the Manor Restauronl - £37,50 pp 

V.E. Day - 70™ Anniversary 

Friday, Sa May 2£H5 

Celebrate the TtnlLAnmvvtsujv of Victory in Europe Day. The 
ewnifig m j 30pm w hen ;l four Mine tabtc d'h&e 

dirmur will be =savftl in the Man? 

.. CXir resident will J 

he playing cnturic tteoi^sliDid j 

the CVCflillg. w ^ 

£40.00 per person 
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Spring Special 


Knjoy ancnfibs mnsL hcoiiiriiil aeauwi knot has ls>ofl*a with 
il *dn\mg brat at 1-astw d L Minor 1 fatal bctvVMi 1 5.1 Marvli 
nJhi 30th Jmkt2IH5 

■ 11 \ Limitfil UkVLXinsivlaliLn m mi Lti -uiiu buckram w ills 

Ml l-FiulnlI hreakfta 

- Thw# oaunc tihlc d'htite uhJk numS ■.Mtunnu. 

\1;inr,T E-h-’J.i'irml Iwlmlitlg t Eluwvd'dunqugrK 

- Kifll irWirfllK kimre l^ililh* A SBIfijiffl&rinry Urf tfdwUotfCtMErt 

■ CiHii|iliirKirlDrfc uvOTlIu FarfwtM Miikt CkJT Ctiuna 

- A ■:<5orpfimCTTlon, tpu IraJlrotrA m l>rnn&' 1 -jt »dl giiL^J 

From £250.00 pet eight for two people 

****** JJ/V.OfrjKT pnin ila'ki.’uh^mra SidtiMt 

te- mmMuIiti. Urmi <nd iroodWni jjjiJt: <iffii sihd usiFJfitfi Jw -T'.'H 

Murder Mystery Evening 

h T7jc Curse of Wyvem JYousc” 

Friday, 22wt May 2015 

This is Hiilshte f^r -• 11 ;md the inchidetE $ 
Lhaoip^k: rescan inn md ™ ihtoe emuse lohlcd'l^i^ dhawr in 
the Mnjynr RcHwnmi wnli htuise wine, eotfae iual fours 
£75,00 per person 


Waterloo Ball 


Thursday, I Shh June 2015 

Hie iAdsinij dcunriwiRei uiih n wdame dnni at 7.0u pm, A 
fc&ij tours*; hiLdiz dilute dhiticr will he served in lli^ Mnnw 
R^Lair+int rdl&wtti lw dundng In out lin; liynd iditil midhtgla 
£60.00 pet pemm 



Theatre in the Courtyard 

G]Kn mr perfamuuieca d: 

“I lay Fever” (mumi 
Supdav 12iii July jo 15 
M MerthimgET Abbey" 

Friday 24m July 2015 
H Thc Two Gentlemen of 
■ mi* - Stmdav 2™l August 2Q \5 
Feffetmimee Only - £15.50 pp / £9.75 ehiLdtesi under t2 
Pcrfomwiiec ^ four course table d h hdte dinnef in the 
Mmaor ReatHiLnini - £59.50 pp / £25.25 chitdien under 12 


Birds & Beasts - Sunday BBQ 

7ih June, 5th July K ?ih August & C^fi Scplcmbcr 2015 
A ihrccewrw BtJQ lmudi in Tlie Pavilion R rKaumnl 
indudniK ilic Bird^^Hid Beada r^pcrieoce wills U?e jsisr. 

£20.00 per pawn £10.00 ehildten undet 12 

Music in the Courtyard 

Sunday, 16th August 2015 - IheJ3ii*c Tmes 

Tlus thice IILnl Vixal hann^LV Will hrLHl^ *0 Hfe 

d£your taroui n luis from The Ikws. Tltc O-ertoows, 

ITre Temptalieni lo iwnw ^ few Sp join m fm q pe*t nt^ht 
iSlil will bmip kirk frakl nqeinerUii :uid crenle new shisk 
PetfomuiaM Only - £I5.5D pp f £9 75 ehitdreti under t2 
Ferfonmiitce A font couree table d'hote dinner tn the 
Manor Restaurant - £59.50 pp / £29.75 chiLdrcn undet 12 


Fur giDirm] ciic|Lurii» pleaie cull out Rc^ervanuiii Tkini un 01213 213020 or emai] enquiries'^ ta^Lwcflajumiir co uk 
Eastwell Park, Boughton Lees, Ashford, Kent TN25 4HR www.eastwellmanor.co.uk 
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The Wild Just Got Wilder! 


Experience a wild day out at Kent’s only safari park with 
your NEW cheap day tickets at only per adult 
and per child. 


£15.95 

Don’t forget, pre book online and save 10% 


T foundation! 


spina 

0844 842 4647 

NR. ASHFORD, KENT, SAT NAV CT21 4LR 


Stay in touch 


Passport (annual pass) available. Concessions available. Children under 3 go free. 
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How county faces sl umping into 
the past with sinkhole implosion 

Prolonged wet winters are washing away our landscapes leaving some parts of the county literally 
slipping into a big black hole. But just how are these holes created and what are we falling into? 


By Jamie Weir 

jamie.weir@archant.co.uk 


T HEY’VE brought traffic to 
a stand-still, swallowed 
people’s garden sheds, 
even uncovered long bur¬ 
ied graves. The sinkhole 
has become a rather familiar sight in 
the county over recent years. 

Just this year, a shed in Swanley 
was consumed as the ground below it 
literally opened up beneath it. Homes 
and businesses around a square in 
Gravesend had to be evacuated after a 
gaping hole appeared just last month, 
while perhaps the best known of them 
all, was when a 15ft-deep hole sud¬ 
denly emerged on the central reserva¬ 
tion of a busy stretch of the M2 near 
Faversham this time last year, forcing 
a partial closure for nine days. 

So just what are these sinkholes, or 
in some cases Deneholes (deep, an¬ 
cient, man-made chalk mines), and 
how are they being created? 

The M2 hole, which was some 15ft 
deep and required more than 40 
tonnes of pea shingle to fill in, was 
caused by the wet weather wearing 
down the soil and weakening the roof 
of an old man-made chalk mine, ac¬ 
cording to experts, who found evi¬ 
dence of the activity on old maps. 

Initially, however, there was uncer¬ 
tainty, as the entire area rests on 
chalk bedrock, called the Seaford 
Chalk Formation. This mineral is par¬ 
tially soluble by weakly acidic water. 
If it’s swamped with water, either be¬ 
cause of heavy rainfall or a burst wa¬ 
ter main, it can erode very fast. Large 
swathes of the county’s geological for¬ 
mation has chalk underlying it, and 
this has led to fears that sinkholes 
could crop up with greater regularity. 

Especially given climate change 
making us more vulnerable of heavy, 
prolonged periods of rainfall. 


Dr Vanessa Banks is the team lead¬ 
er for shallow geohazards and risks at 
the British Geological Survey (BGS) - 
the leading geoscience research unit 
in the country. 

She told KoS that there was poten¬ 
tial to see more holes opening up in 
Kent in the future. 

“There are a number of issues to be 
concerned with in the future. High 
rainfall in Kent could lead to more 
sinkholes appearing, as water is nor¬ 
mally the trigger for them to form,” 
explains Dr Banks. 

She said the county was an area 
which, historically, had a greater 
number of small chalk mines. These 
ancient chalk mines, which normally 
only comprise one shaft, and a single 
chamber, are the Deneholes. 

Dr Banks said: “In medieval times, 
chalk would be dug up and used on 
the fields to get them ready and 
primed for crop planting. Kent also 
has a number of historic brickworks 
which would have made used of 
mined chalk. Where it was taken 
from the ground, once the reserves 
were exhausted, the Deneholes would 
be capped, usually with organic ma¬ 
terial like wood. 

“This organic matter can, over 
time, give way, leading to Deneholes 
appearing suddenly. Water, again, 
can exacerbate this degradation of 
material and speed the whole process 
up.” 

Liquid penetration, it seems, is key 
to the sinkhole issue. During 2014, a 
large number of sinkholes appeared, 
particularly during the early part of 
the year. 

Dr Banks and the BGS attributed 
this to what was described by the Met 
Office as an ‘exceptional period of 
winter rainfall’. Between December 
2013 and January 2014, the south 
east witnessed 372.2mm of rain. That 
was more than any other two month 
period since 1910. 


Dr Banks told KoS: “Those storms 
saw a powerful jet stream of weather 
pushing low pressure across the At¬ 
lantic which hit the UK. If we saw 
more of this weather over Kent, then 
we would almost certainly see more 
sinkholes and Deneholes likely to 
emerge.” 

According to environmental con¬ 
sultant Alice Roper, based on Shep- 
pey, that could be a problem. 

Ms Roper said: “Our climate is 
changing in the UK, and most projec¬ 
tions are that we will start to see mild¬ 
er, but wetter weather across the 
country. This will obviously lead to 
higher levels of rainfall, which will 
impact the stability of the ground in 
places which have lots of chalk. 

“Sudden bursts of rain can over¬ 
whelm the drainage system already, 
and this is likely to get worse with 
more of it across the county. In areas 
which are underlain by chalk, this 
could lead to water erosion which 
could make them unstable.” 

While sinkholes are an issue, 
Deneholes could be the big issue in the 
future, because of the sheer scale of 


chalk mining in the county. 

Secretary of the Kent Underground 
Research Group, Hugh Farrar, said 
that the exact extent of the chalk min¬ 
ing holes is unknown in the county - 
according to him, there could be hun¬ 
dreds which are currently lying 
undiscovered. 

He told KoS: “They’re quite wide¬ 
spread across the county, with the 
peak chalk mining activity around 
the 13th and 14th centuries. Some 
people will tell you that there are 
thousands, though I’d be a bit more 
conservative with my estimate and 
say it’s more likely to be in the hun¬ 
dreds. The reality is though, we don’t 
actually know really, and we don’t 
have any idea where they are. 

“They are only really likely to be 
discovered when eventually their cap 
fails, or someone stumbles across 
one.” 

However, according to Mr Farrar, 
there is good news for people panick¬ 
ing about their house sinking into one 
of the county’s Deneholes. 

“There isn’t a real reason to worry 
too much about Deneholes, as the vast 


majority of them were dug in very 
agricultural areas. Because of the 
chalk’s primary use on the fields, 
you’re unlikely to find many, if any 
in urban areas.” 

And the BGS says that it is work¬ 
ing hard to make sure that no other 
unexpected chasms open up across 
the county. 

Dr Banks said: “Currently, the 
BGS is going through historical 
maps and archives to database as 
many Deneholes as possible. Many 
locations are laid out on historical 
maps, but they have fallen off cur¬ 
rent maps. That means we are try¬ 
ing to update all known locations so 
that we can make sure they are 
protected. 

“Sinkholes are also being investi¬ 
gated, although as they form natu¬ 
rally, they take a bit of modelling. We 
are currently working on suscepti¬ 
bility mapping to try and predict the 
areas which are likely to be most 
prone to them. In Kent, there are 
likely to be a number of areas which 
are susceptible to sinkholes forming 
because of the underlying geology.” 
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By the Rt Rev Trevor Willmott 


M OST of us, at some 
point in our lives, 
live through bleak 
and dark times. 
These can be re¬ 
lated to the death of loved ones, 
relationship break down, disa¬ 
bility and illness, loss of a job, 
miscarriage of a baby, experi¬ 
ence of poverty or injustice. 
Sometimes these dark 
places are forced upon us, 

I sometimes they arise be¬ 
cause we have made poor 
decisions or transgressed in 
some way. Whatever the ex¬ 
perience, the unifier is the 
suffering felt. This can mani¬ 
fest itself as depression, anxi¬ 
ety, anger, confusion and a 
feeling of hopelessness. 

These last few days we have 
watched in horror at the suffering 
of the relatives of victims from the 
Germanwings plane crash. Thankful 
we are not one of their number, our 
hearts go out to these people. We won¬ 
der how the relatives will ever get over 
their loss. 

Last week, I heard an interview with a 
young man who lost his parents in the 1999 
Egypt Air crash which killed 217 people in 
Massachusetts; like the Germanwings 
disaster, the co-pilot appeared to 
manipulate the controls to 
bring the plane down. 

The interview¬ 
ee spoke of the 
Ik. grief he 


suffered, his initial anger and depression. 
This remarkably open young man went on to 
(describe, how, as time passed, his suffering 
abated. He described how eventually he 
dwelt less on the tragedy and found he could 
laugh and joke about other areas of his life. 

He was quick to point out that he would 
never forget his parents, that he could never 
think of the crash with anything less than 
horror, but that he had accepted what had 
happened and found a way to keep living. His 
life was not simply about surviving day by 
day, no, this young man was living his life to 
the full - he had a rewarding job, a successful 
marriage, a baby daughter whom he loved. 

Is the message we take away from this 
solely that ‘life is hard’ so you’d better just 
crack on? Well, yes, life is hard, but I believe 
that it is only in these dark, desperate places 
that we start to actually live our life fully and 
deeply. It is only when we experience shad¬ 
ows that we can discern light. 

After all if we lived forever, if we never suf¬ 
fered pain and disappointment, we could 
never take life seriously, never learn to love 
deeply - as the young man described. Until 
we reach the limits of our lives, understand 
that we cannot control everything, that we 
are not self-sufficient, we cannot feed from 
the sustaining ‘living water’ that God 
provides. 

On Easter Monday, around 700 young 
people and their families will walk from all 
over Kent to converge at Canterbury Cathe¬ 
dral, for a service at noon. The young people 
come to celebrate Jesus’ resurrection 
through worship, music and activity; it is a 
truly joyful occasion. 

But it is only with the contrast of the bleak¬ 
ness of Lent and the despair of the events of 
Holy Week culminating with Jesus’ death on 
Good Friday, that we can fully know the joy 
of Easter Sunday. Without the pain and the 


darkness, light and joy is not possible. 

The pilgrimage that the young people 
make through Kent on Easter Monday, re¬ 
minds us of the two followers of Jesus who 
walked along the road to Emmaus, away 
from Jerusalem and the events surrounding 
Jesus’ death. We read in Luke that the two 
disciples are crest-fallen. They have lost the 
person they loved most. As they do not yet 
believe that Jesus has risen from the dead, 
they feel their hope that Jesus was going to 
change the world is shattered. 

They set out on their journey keen to get 
away. They have a purpose and destination 
in mind. But on the journey they encounter a 
stranger. They share their woes with this 
stranger. They ask their new companion to 
stop and eat with them. As the stranger 
breaks bread the disciples recognise Jesus is 
with them. They reflect “Were not our hearts 
burning within us while he talked with us on 
the road and opened the Scriptures to us?” 
(Luke 24:32). They turn back to Jerusalem to 
share the good news. 

The disciples have fallen to the lowest place 
and suffered. In doing so they are open to a 
new answer, a new way of being and they 
find something they longed for. Their reward 
is the realisation that God is with them. 
Through Jesus, God has come to them with 
his unstoppable love, his unending compas¬ 
sion, his unfaltering forgiveness. 

It might not feel like it at the time, but 
when we live through a dark and desperate 
time, we are not just changed, we are trans¬ 
formed. In our suffering God is there, pour¬ 
ing his love into us. God transforms us, so 
that we draw closer to him. The story of Je¬ 
sus’ resurrection which transforms our 
world on the very largest scale is played out 
inside each of us; the darkness always gives 
way to the new life of Easter. Jesus’ story, is 
the story of our lives. 


CHURCH CONGREGATIONS SET TO SWELL 


i EASTER marks what is traditionally one 
L of the busiest times in the Church’s 
I calendar. 

Second only to Christmas in terms 
of congregation numbers, churches 
I across the county will be throwing 
open their doors to welcome people 
in for the traditional services, with a 
special emphasis on family services. 

In addition to local services 
L (check you local place of worship 
I for full details), there will be a 

number of significant events taking 
place as Holy Week reaches its 


Among them will be services at the 
county’s two historic cathedrals in Canter¬ 
bury and Rochester. 

Canterbury’s services start with Holy 
Communion at 8am, followed by a service 
conducted by the archbishop, the Most Rev 
Justin Welby, at 11am. 

Rochester Cathedral also starts with Holy 
Communion at 8am followed by the Palm 
Sunday procession and liturgy, featuring the 
full cathedral choir, at 10.30am. 

For details of the Canterbury services see 
the website at canterbury-cathedral.org. 

For Rochester, see the site at rochesterca- 
thedral.org. 


It is only in dark and desperate 
places we start to live life fully 


In a special Easter message, written for the readers of Kent on Sunday, the Right Reverend Trevor 
Willmott, Bishop of Dover, writes about how we should cling on to the light amid the gloom of 
loss and despair and draw strength to continue when it feels like all hope has been extinguished. 
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Established 1981 



Over 57,000 customers! 



Limited 



Introducing the... 

Supa Diamond ■ 

A rated, ANY size, ANY number [ 

of openers, White UPVC 

DOUBLE GLAZED 

4 WINDOWS 

£1,512 iS?„ 

5 WINDOWS 

£1,890a, 

6 WINDOWS I 

£2268% 

-J WINDOWS 


...Kent’s 


Our Sale Now On! 

leading double glazing manufacturer 


4 WINDOWS 
£1,512 a 

5 WINDOWS 
£1,890 i&3« 

6 WINDOWS 
£2,268 ,£»„ 

7 WINDOWS 

£2,646 

TRIPLE GLAZED 

4 WINDOWS 

£1,891 £?> 

5 WINDOWS 

£2,364“ 

6 WINDOWS 

£2,836" 

7 WINDOWS 

£3.309 


-OO 

inc VAT 


-OO 

inc VAT 


» ■ ■ inc \ 

WINDOWS 


.OO 

inc VAT 


WINDOWS 


-OO 

inc VAT 


inc Vi 

WINDOWS 

£3,309^ 


All inclusive of fitting, survey, guarantee & includes 
Pilkington Energikare saving glass. Did you know triple glazing 
only saves an extra 0.5% on average which is about £3 per year. 

The choice is yours! 


20 % 

OFF ALL 

Conservatories 
V & Orangeries 


Convert your 
conservatory into 
a usable all year 
round sun-porch with 

the SupaLite tiled 


f An extra 

£100 off 

on production 
^of this advert* ' 


Celebrating over 34 years of 


1'i^mnrn ivnTn i k i 1 1 1 \ cw' 


Finance available subject to status, 
written quotations available on request. 


‘ || Pilkington Optiwhite™ (outer pane) 

Hj Argon gas filling with warm edge spacer 
Pilkington K Glass™ OW (inner pane) 

A Rated Windows 


Don’t just 
glaze it, 

Supat 

All of our installers are CRB checked. 


' ’ Hi] if if 


Hurry! 

Offers end 
14th 
April 


U | n /«m n^lTI U HG"U y bSEN12150-1 

N WWW Monday -Saturday 9am -5pm Factory awarded British Safety Council Safety Award: Every Year Since 1984 

2 Roman Square Sittingbourne 01795422 877 Head office and factories at Deacon Trading Centre, Knight Road, Strood. H 


Open 6 days a week 


as heard on heart 

103.1 102.8 


, Profile: BS7950 BS7413 

Door Lock: BS3621 
Toughened Glass: 

BSEN12150-1 


13 Lowfield Street, Dartford 


01322 290 525 f www.supaglazing.com 
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Easter Activity Days 

Monday 6th - Friday 10th April 
& Monday 13th - 17th April 1 Oam - 4pm 


HORNBY 

HOBBIES 



Ticket Prices 

FREE entry to 
Make ‘n’ Paint 

included in the cost of 
Visitor Centre admission 


Adults-£5 
Child (Ages 5-15) 

and OAP-E2.50 



Family-£12.50 

(2 Adults and up 
to 4 children) 


Visitor Centre 
open 7 days a week 


Build and paint your own car or plane - and take your 
project home on the day! 


10am - 5pm 


www.hornby.com/visitorcentre Tel: 01843 233524 
E-mail: visitorcentre@hornby.com 
WESTWOOD MARGATE KENT CT9 4JX 

On the A254 Ramsgate Road, between 
Westwood Cross Shopping Centre and Margate. 







“ p CORGI 


^Humbrol 


Make ‘n’ Paint suitable for children aged 8+. Under 18s must be accompanied by an adult. 


> £ O 


as 

at Leeds Castle 



Easter Trail - 2nd to 19th April 

Keep the children enthralled during the Easter school holidays with 
the Leeds Castle Easter Trail. Hunt for clues around the castle 
grounds to win a chocolate prize! 

Easter Family Fun - 3rd to 6th April Miff™!™ 

Celebrate Easter with activities for the whole family from circus skills 
to juggling jester shows, have-a-go archery and mad-cap fun with 
court jesters. 

Book online for 10% OFF your ticket 

jmu ^ub? Ieeds-castle.com 
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CAPITAL IDEA? Fifty years on and many living in what are today officially called London 


Fifty years on: 
How London 
consumed slice 
of our county 

Half a century ago, a shake-up in the way the 
capital governed itself same the creation of 32 
London boroughs; two of which had been part of 
Kent. Chris Murphy looks back at how we lost 
both Bromley and Bexley as a result. 


E XACTLY 50 years ago on Wednesday, 
Kent saw one of the biggest land grabs 
in modern history as London took 
a big bite out of the north of the 
county. 

It was not an easy pill to swallow, as the 
county bade farewell to Bromley and Bexley 
and saw them established as boroughs of Great¬ 
er London. 

They became free of Kent County Council con¬ 
trol, cementing their geographical links with 


the capital rather than the Garden of England. 

Yet half a century later, many who live there 
still consider themselves Kentish. 

But how did this messy divorce come about - 
and why? 

In the 1950s, concerns were mounting over 
the sheer number of local authorities that were 
lighting for representation as part of London’s 
sprawl; county boroughs, municipal boroughs, 
metropolitan boroughs and urban districts. 

It was so complicated trying to establish 
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HUB: The London 
Assembly building 
(main pic) and, inset, 
the coat of arms of the 
London Borough of 
Bexley - formerly part 
of Kent 


Travelling 
over Easter? 

Major changes to trains this 
April, as we carry out planned 
improvement work. 

Please check before you travel: 

nationalrail.co.uk/easter 
# @nationalrailenq 


boroughs refuse to accept the fact and still refer to themselves as being Kentish 


joined-up thinking and planning across so 
many authorities that it soon became obvious, 
as populations rapidly grew, that a far more 
streamlined solution was needed. 

It 1957, the government finally knuckled down 
to the problem and a Royal Commission on Local 
Government in Great London was set up. 

It was three more years before it finally fin¬ 
ished its first report, but more tweaks were 
needed to cut the proposed 52 authorities down 
to the required 32. 

The Royal Assent for the London Govern¬ 
ment Act was received in July 1963 in a bid to 
unify some of the constituent parts and create 
a new landscape for the capital. 

It took a further two years before the Act be¬ 
came reality - fundamentally changing the 
look of both London and many of its surround¬ 
ing counties. 

The creation of the boroughs was no joke - 
despite their launch on April 1,1965. 

There were 32 new boroughs - including 
Bromley and Bexley - created as well as the 
City of London, with the over-riding require¬ 
ment at the time that each needed to have pret¬ 
ty much the same population figures. 

It meant those councils which previously 
looked to their county councils acquired new 
powers and autonomy, as well as benefiting 
from the clout of being part of Greater London. 

Some, such as Bexley and Bromley, had al¬ 
ready become municipal boroughs as they 
grew in the early 20th century. Bexley had 
clawed the power to manage its own education 
provision from Kent County Council after the 
war. 

It would merge with Erith Municipal Bor¬ 
ough, Crayford Urban District Council and 
Chislehurst & Sidcup Urban District Council to 
become the borough we know it as today. 

It wasn’t all one way traffic either. In 1969, 
Knockholt, in Bromley, moved itself back into 
Kent. 

Bromley’s growth had also been steady 
throughout the early 20th century. 


Christine Hellicar, the journal editor at the 
Bromley History Society, said: “The formation 
of Borough 19 was agreed in May 1963. Brom¬ 
ley, Beckenham, Penge, Orpington and Chisle¬ 
hurst were to become the new borough. The 
A20 was the dividing line between Borough 19 
and 18. 

“Penge had wanted no change. Beckenham 
with a population of 75,000 and financially 
stable wished to become a council independent 
of Kent. 

“Bromley had proposed a joint board of all 
five councils. 

“Orpington proposed that, saying they 
should ‘go it alone’ or join with Sidcup and 
Chislehurst. Orpington’s Liberal MP John Lub¬ 
bock argued that it was growing faster than 
any other local area with a projected popula¬ 
tion of 200,000. Most of the country villages 
beyond the suburbs fought vigorously to re¬ 
main in Kent. 

“Orpington councillors also claimed that 
only three other local authorities - Birming¬ 
ham, Leeds and Sheffield would be larger than 
Borough 19. 

“There was also division over the name, Orp¬ 
ington opted for Kentgate, Beckenham and 
Penge for Ravensbourne while Bromley and 
Chislehurst preferred Bromley. As there was no 
agreement Sir Keith Joseph chose the name 
Bromley in September 1963. 

“Many Orpington people, whose families 
moved here in the first half of the 20th century 
still regret being part of Bromley, and that is a 
sentiment that I have heard expressed by Beck¬ 
enham folk as well.” 

The mayor of Bromley, Julian Benington 
said: “There are some people on the Kent fring¬ 
es of the borough feel they would have liked to 
have stayed with Kent, but overall, I think most 
people are happy with the way things have 
gone. 

“There are advantages when it comes to 
travelling in London and it has been good for 
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eral feeling was that we were in 
Kent, so how could we be part of 
London.” 

And Sandy Hunt 
added: “We hated 
the idea! We are 
Kentish... and ever 
more will be so!” 

What do you 
think? Do you live 
in the boroughs 
and still consider 
yourself Kentish? 

Do you think Kent 
was diluted by los 
ing such key areas to 
London? 

Share your views 
and join the debate. Write to 
The Editor, KoS, Kent House, 81 
Station Road, Ashford TN23 
1PP. Or email editorial@kos- 
media.co.uk. 
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Continued from page 15 

local business.” 

As for Bexley, there was also a divi¬ 
sion of opinion. Sally Kirkpatrick, the 
chairman of the Bexley Historical So¬ 
ciety, said: “There was a difference of 
opinion. Some of the older genera¬ 
tions were not keen on any change, 
but others were delighted and saw it 
as a new start.” 

The society still considers itself part 
of Kent. 

It said: “Until the coming of the 
railways, Bexley was composed of 
several large estates, farmland and 
small hamlets. These were gradually 
broken up and the rate of house¬ 
building peaked in the 1930s. 

“Although suburban housing is the 
main feature of the district now, there 
are still many large open spaces, in¬ 
cluding Lesnes Abbey Woods, Erith 
Marshes and Foots Cray Meadows. 
There are four Grade I listed buildings 
in the borough of Bexley: Hall Place, 
Danson House, Red House and Cross¬ 
ness Pumping Station.” 

She added: “From speaking with 
local people, it seems no one has a 
good word to say about leaving Kent. 

“I guess there was a bit of snobbery 
around, and people just didn’t want 
to become part of London. They liked 
the idea of being more rural than 
that. 

“But the councils at the time ap¬ 
pear to have been lured by more mon¬ 
ey and were coming under govern¬ 
ment pressure to move in with other 
London boroughs, and so any opposi¬ 
tion was silenced.” 

Bromley had become a municipal 
borough in 1903 and, after a major 
county review in the 1930s, grew 
wider when it incorporated some 
2,000 acres from the disbanded 


Bromley Rural District. 

That was an area that included 
parts of the parishes of Farnborough, 
Hayes, Keston and West Wickham. 

Mike Rawcliffe is the vice chair¬ 
man of the Bromley Borough Local 
History Society. He said: “From a fac¬ 
tual point of view, it cannot have been 
an easy process. 

“Both Bromley and Bexley were al¬ 
ready boroughs along with Penge 
and Orpington which were urban 
districts. 

“To the south was the Green Belt 
which had enabled the rural district 
councils to retain their distinctive 
character as villages such as Cudham 
and Downe. 

“The London borough would have 
stretched south to the North Downs if 
Knockholt had not decided to join 
Kent. 

“Kent had lost other London bor¬ 
oughs in the nineteenth century, 
such as Greenwich. The north-west 
corner was contiguous with London, 
like Lewisham to the north.” 

Today, there seems little likelihood 
of more defections to Greater London 
- although many bordering districts 
in Kent are keen to embrace some of 
the benefits - most notably when it 
comes to plugging into the benefits of 
the London transport system. 

Opinion remains mixed. 

After we made a Facebook appeal 
for thoughts of Bexley leaving Kent, 
we received several replies 

Carole Paterson said: “I remember 
my parents being very upset. Dad al¬ 
ways insisted Bexley was Kent, he 
was Kentish, and he would never say 
London Borough of Bexley always 
just Bexley Council, and would never 
put LB Bexley on any form.” 

Keith Anderson added: “The gen- 


AFTER the creation of the 
boroughs, elections were held on 
May 7 1964, with the new councils 
acting as shadow authorities 
before growing their teeth the 
following year and able to take 
their own decisions. 

Of course, there is nothing 
simple about politics, and so 
between 1965 and 1986 the 
boroughs looked up to the 
Greater London Council which 
had enormous power over them 
and looked after things like the 
emergency services and floods. 

The boroughs had social care, 
libraries, cemeteries and refuse 
collection. 


With Labour’s Ken Livingstone 
in control, the GLC found itself 
locking horns with the Conserva¬ 
tive government of the time, led 
by Margaret Thatcher. 

It ultimately led to the GLC 
being scrapped and power 
spread among the boroughs. 

Over the years, other small 
changes happened, like Ham¬ 
mersmith becoming Hammer¬ 
smith and Fulham, while Barking 
and Dagenham teamed up in 
1980 - using two names for one 
borough was something the 
original Royal Commission was 
extra keen to avoid. 

To pre-empt further possible 


problems, the Local Government 
Boundary Commission for 
England takes an occasional look 
at the geography of the boroughs 
with an eye to making more 
adjustments, which are generally 
greeted with dismay by some 
groups. 

As a nod to the old GLC, the 
Greater London Authority was set 
up in 2000, with the Mayor of 
London (under the eye of the 
London Assembly) taking on 
limited but major responsibilities 
like highways and planning. 

Of course, it still consults with 
the boroughs, but remains 
all-powerful. 



OCCIDENT CLAIM? 

We can help with your claim for: 


Head/brain injuries 

(Headway Approved Solicitors 2014) 

Car and motorbike accidents 
Medical negligence 


Accidents at work 
Trips and slips 
Fatal accidents 


Call GIRLINGS PERSONAL INJURY 
SOLICITORS on 0845 2221 999 

for a FREE, no obligation chat about your claim 


* and 


the Law 


www.girlingspersonalinjury.co.uk 


KENT no win no fee specialists 
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BEST VALUE FOR MONEY 


PRICES FROM 
ONLY £137,000 


01634 890 594 
IHEOUtVSCHATHAM.COM 

SHOW APARTMENTS NOW OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 10AM - 6PM 
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FOR WATERSIDE TOWER 
LIVING IN MEDWAY 


COME AND TALK TO US FIRST ABOUT 
OUR HIGH SPEC APARTMENTS WITH 
SUPERB VIEWS. 
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Visit our website or call us now for a brochure 

www.needextraspace.co.uk 0845 4599444 
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CANDIDATES 


/vr 


Martin Cook (Ukip) 

Jacqui Berry (TUSC) 

Paul Chaplin (Lib Dems) 

Neil Williams (Green) 

Paul Clark (Lab) 

Rehman Chishti (Con) 


1*5 ■ 


Full list of confirmed 
candidates: 


Bitter rivals to slug it 
out in grudge match 

Jamie Weir continues our guide to all of our constituencies 


T HE Gillingham and Rain- 
ham constituency is the 
tale of two halves. Despite 
being so close to London, 
the area has failed to attract 
similar levels of inward investment 
and remains a sprawling urban 
conurbation. 

At the same time, it was once an 
area which commanded significant 
respect, with military might built 
and shipped out from Chatham Dock¬ 
yard, part of which is within the con¬ 
stituency boundary, until its closure. 

The docks themselves have under¬ 
gone a transformation in recent 
years, with regeneration efforts fo¬ 
cused on bringing housing and busi¬ 
ness to the area. 

But Gillingham town centre, on 
the other hand, has been left with lit¬ 
tle cash to attract business interests 
and bring the area back to life. 

Politically, the constituency is a 
tale of two parties too, with the main 



COMEBACK: Clark wants a win 

kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk 


candidates both well known to the 
electorate and nursing a bitter 
rivalry. 

In the red corner, Gillingham and 
Rainham’s former MP Paul Clark for 
the Labour Party, while in the blue 
corner, the sitting MP for the Con¬ 
servative Party, and Mr Clark’s 
former protege, Rehman Chishti. 

One of the key swing seats in the 
county, and unlike most Kent con¬ 
stituencies, one which has seen a 
Labour MP within the last decade, it 
will be something of a barometer for 
the national mood, helping to indi¬ 
cate which way the country will fall 
come May 8. 

Mr Chishti says it is business as 
usual, with the economic recovery, 
the NHS and housing all making his 
highlights list of pledges to the 
electorate. 

Historically, the seat has gone to 
the party which has subsequently 
formed the government, echoing the 
result in every general election since 
1979. 

The forthcoming fight looks as 
though it will be much the same. 

Not just a key battleground for the 
parties, but also a key personal battle¬ 
ground, after Mr Chishti defected 
from Labour in 2005, attracting ac¬ 
cusations of being a so-called career 
politician, beating his former mentor 
Mr Clark, and taking his seat from 
him at the 2010 election. 

That alone has caused animosity 
between the two, and some say, has 
spurred Mr Clark on to come back. 

He has, after all, got something to 
prove now. 

Mr Clark rode to victory first in 
1997 on the back of New Labour’s 
prowess. The years weren’t kind to 
his majority though, and by 2005 he 


was sitting on one of the most wafer 
thin majorities the county has ever 
seen, banking his place in Parliament 
with just a 0.6 per cent swing in his 
favour. 

When Mr Chishti won in 2010, it 
was in convincing style, with a solid 
majority of close to 20 per cent. 

But can he hold onto that kind of 
majority, after five years of austerity 
and swingeing cuts in an area which 
already has significant pockets of 
deprivation? 

Ukip, as ever, is likely to play a key 
role. It won’t win, but it could split the 
right wing vote sufficiently to erode 
Mr Chishti’s majority and allow Mr 
Clark to gain ground. Yet it’s a big ‘if’. 

Mr Clark told KoS that he sensed 
his old ally was on the run, saying 
that he was confident he would be 
able to take the seat from the Tory 
MP. 

He said: “There’s no question 
across the length and breadth of the 
constituency that many people are 
sick and tired of this government, and 
this MP. 

“From my time talking to constitu¬ 
ents on the doorstep, I can say with 
certainty that people want to see 
change, and they believe that it’s all 
to fight for at this election. 

“Ukip are certainly taking a chunk 
of the Tory vote, and that will have an 
impact on the Conservatives in this 
constituency.” 

However, the win is far from in the 
bag for Mr Clark. One thing which 
could have contributed to Mr Clark’s 
2010 defeat was the redrawn 
boundary. 

When tweaked just before the 2010 
election, it drew more affluent 
pockets into the constituency. 

Rainham, Hempstead and Wig- 



Kent on Sunday 

mount} 


more - undoubtedly the better off 
parts of Medway - were dragged into 
the new constituency, creating an al¬ 
tered, and perhaps, more Tory demo¬ 
graphic for the election. 

Green candidate, Neil Williams 
said that it didn’t matter whether vot¬ 
ers were well off or not, telling KoS 
that the electorate - rich or poor - all 
had one overriding issue. 

He said: “People here feel utterly let 
down by their MP. He has totally 
failed to actually represent what peo¬ 
ple want, and what they believe in. 

“Local issues are ignored by him, 
and he just votes on party lines.” 

That’s something which Liberal 
Democrat candidate Paul Chaplin 
agrees with, saying that one big issue 
is the local hospital. 

He told KoS: “The Medway Mari¬ 
time situation is shocking. It has been 
in special measures for far too long, 
and one of the reasons for that is the 
local MP just doesn’t seem to under¬ 
stand the issues. 

“He doesn’t even seem to campaign 
for it locally. That shows just how lit¬ 
tle he cares about it.” 

Sitting MP Mr Chishti, who didn’t 
wish to speak to KoS directly, instead 
issued a statement saying this was in¬ 
correct, and that he was working 
hard to help the hospital. 

He said: “I will ensure that Medway 
continues to get the support it needs 
to provide excellent care. I have been 
campaigning for extra funding and 
we have seen £13.4 million invested 


PREVIOUS RESULTS 


Past general election 
results for Gillingham and 
Rainham: 

2010 

Rehman Chishti (Con) 21,624 
(46.2%) 

Paul Clark (Lab) 12,944 
(27.7%) 

Andrew Stamp (Lib Dem) 

8,484 (18.1%) 

Robert Oakley (Ukip) 1,515 
(3.2%) 

Brian Ravenscroft (BNP) 1,149 
(2.5%) 

Dean Lacey (Eng Dem) 464 

( 1 . 0 %) 

Trish Marchant (Green) 356 

( 0 . 8 %) 

Gordon Bryan (Ind) 141 (0.3%) 
George Meegan (Medway 
Independent Party) 109 (0.2%) 

Majority: 8,680 
(18.6 per cent) 

2005 

Paul Clark (Lab) 18,621 
(41.2%) 

Tim Butcher (Con) 18,367 
(40.7%) 

Andrew Stamp (Lib Dem) 

6,734 (14.9%) 

Craig Mackinlay (Ukip) 1,191 

(2.6%) 

Gordon Bryan (Ind) 254 (0.6%) 

Majority: 254 (0.6%) 

[Constituency formerly known 
as Gillingham in 2005] 
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Housing, travel and 
health at top of list 


Continued from page 19 


in Medway hospital’s A&E along with 
more doctors and nurses.” 

The Tory MP said that the long¬ 
term economic plan was resulting in 
more cash going to hard hit hospitals. 

The NHS could prove to be a big 
ticket election item, both nationally 
and in hard-hit Gillingham and 
Rainham, where the hospital has 
struggled for some time. 

Mr Clark told KoS that the era of 
austerity in the NHS and other public 
sector services was likely to push vot¬ 
ers in Labour’s direction. 

He said: “It has become more and 
more obvious to everyone that we are 
not all in this together, despite gov¬ 
ernment using that as something of a 
slogan. Living standards across the 
country, and Chatham and Rainham 
have been steadily decreasing for 
people. 

“One woman I met while cam¬ 
paigning told me how she’s working 
two jobs, not claiming benefits, but 
still struggling to make ends meet. 
She said to me that now she’s getting 
concerned about how she’ll pay her 
mortgage. 

“The majority of people are 
working hard, but they’re getting 
steadily worse off under this Tory 
parliament.” 

Public service cuts are something 
which the Trade Union Socialist Coa¬ 
lition (TUSC) is against, with candi¬ 
date Jacqui Berry telling KoS it is the 
only party that would stop the aus¬ 
terity programme fully. 

Ms Berry said: “The creeping priva¬ 
tisation of the NHS, along with other 
public sector bodies has to stop. Cuts 
across the board and the lack of cash 



ONE thing which can be 
guaranteed is that this seat 
will be one of the most hardest 
fought in the country. 

IfUkip are successful, the 
party could whittle down the 
Tory majority to such an extent 
that it may well give Labour a 
win. That, though, is a big if. 

It’s unlikely any other party 
will be in the running, so it’ll 
be down to the wire between 
these two bitter rivals in what 
will be a fascinating battle. 


for key public services have led to seri¬ 
ous failings in many areas. TUSC is 
committed to standing up against 
austerity. Housing, banking, energy 
and transport are broken. We would 
re-nationalise them all.” 

She told KoS that since meeting the 
other candidates, she wanted to win 
more, saying she was extremely disil¬ 
lusioned by the main parties’ policies. 


By Jamie Weir 

jamie.weir@archant.co.uk 

A CROSS the area the lack 
of genuinely affordable 
housing is a growing is¬ 
sue for many. In Bexley- 
heath and Crayford, the 
topic could prove to be one of the key 
issues come polling day. 

As with many northerly Kent/south 
London constituencies, in incumbent 
David Evennett’s seat, ‘generation rent’ 
is starting to lose patience with the 
lack of truly affordable housing. 

The Ukip candidate for the constitu¬ 
ency, Chris Attard, says that he be- 



CANDIDATES 


Full list of confirmed 

candidates: 

Maggi Young (Eng Dem) 

Richard Davis (Lib Dem) 

Stella Gardiner (Green) 

David Evennett (Con) 

Chris Attard (Ukip) 

Stefano Borella (Lab) 

lieves that people priced out of the 
housing market are beginning to 
demand change. 

He said: “There are thousands of 
new properties being built all over the 
borough; unfortunately the vast 
majority are for sale and not social 
housing. 

“This government has to get to grips 
with the fact that if more social hous¬ 
ing was built, along with reductions in 
private rents, this would not only get 
more people out to work but reduce our 
benefits bill by a huge amount. 

“Why should so many hard working 
taxpayers pay for private landlords to 
buy their houses?” 

Mr Evennett says that, while it is a 
big issue, housebuilding is taking place 
and is a priority for not only him, but 
also the Mayor of London. 


He told KoS: “The council has done a 
good job in getting new, affordable 
housing built. It is still an issue, but 
there is a commitment from the mayor 
to get more built, and the council are 
also doing the right thing by helping 
new development along. 

“We don’t want development on 
greenfield sites, but for brownfield are¬ 
as like the old Crayford town hall, 
there have been some good develop¬ 
ments taking place already.” 

Stefano Borella, Labour’s candidate 
in the constituency, says that is not the 
case, with many not only struggling to 
get on the housing ladder, but also to 
simply rent. 

He told KoS: “We’ve got to build 
more housing, and it needs to be the 
right type - social housing, council 
housing and genuinely affordable 
housing. There are 30-year-olds still 
living with their parents because rent 
is no longer affordable for them, while 
homeless people in the area are being 
sent to Bolton and Manchester because 
there’s no housing available for them.” 

Labour could well steal the election 
in Bexleyheath and Crayford, especial¬ 
ly if the Conservative vote is split, or 
dissatisfaction with austerity begins to 
bubble over. 

Mr Borella is measured about his 
chances, telling KoS: “There’s a big 
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PREVIOUS RESULTS 


KOS PREDICTS... 



IT’S going to be a two-horse race 
between Labour and the Con¬ 
servatives in this seat. 

But, once again, it will be the 
slice of the vote taken by the 
minor parties which will deter¬ 
mine the winner. 

However, given the Tory lead it 
will need its vote to take a big 
knock for David Evennett to not 
be heading back to Westminster 
after May 7. 


Tory majority at the moment, but this 
is a seat we’ve held in recent past, and I 
think we can get back.” 

Another big topic Labour and Ukip 
agree on is austerity, with both candi¬ 
dates saying enough is enough. 

Mr Attard said: “My wife is a carer in 
and around the borough and I have 
been fortunate enough to meet some of 
her clients. I have listened to their fears 
and concerns in an uncertain future 
with so many austerity cuts. 

“We should be giving carers more 
time to spend with the elderly and not 
the usual in and out, 15 minute dash 
before they have to get to the next 
client.” 

Mr Evennett says that while care is a 
big issue, healthcare for all is likely to 
be the critical piece of policy when 
voters come to make their choice this 
May. 

He told KoS: “The NHS is the critical 
issue, with big challenges faced by the 
local hospital and in the local health 
service. 

“It impacts all constituents, young 
or old, and that’s why I’m intending to 


help make the NHS work for 
everyone.” 

As part of the commuter belt, the 
area has a large number of voters who 
make a daily pilgrimage to work in the 
city - something which hasn’t been 
easy according to the sitting MP. 

Mr Evennett says he intends to take 
aim at train operator Southeastern if 


he’s re-elected, pledging to ask difficult 
questions of the company. 

He said: “The rail services, which so 
many of my constituents use, are abso¬ 
lutely appalling with Southeastern at 
the helm. 

“It has been a big problem for some 
time now, with commuters being left 
stranded with reliability problems, 


failures to communicate issues with 
passengers and simply poor service by 
the company.” 

Mr Borella agrees that something 
needs to be done, but he takes aim at 
fare prices. 

He said: “Commuters who have to 
work in London are being squeezed, 
and I want to see it stopped.” 


Past general election results 
for Bexleyheath and 
Crayford: 

2010 

David Evennett (Con) 21,794 
(50.5%) 

Howard Dawber (Lab) 11,450 
(26.5%) 

Karelia Scott (Lib Dem) 5,502 
(12.7%) 

Stephen James (BNP) 2,042 (4.7%) 
John Dunford (Ukip) 1,557 (3.6%) 
John Griffiths (Eng Dem) 466 
(1.1%) 

Adrian Ross (Green) 371 (0.9%) 

Majority: 10,344 (24%) 

2005 

David Evennett (Con) 19,722 
(46.3%) 

Nigel Beard (Lab) 15,171 (35.6%) 
David Raval (Lib Dem) 5,144 
( 12 , 1 %) 

John Dunford (Ukip) 1,302 (3.1%) 
Jay Lee (BNP) 1,245 (2.9%) 

Majority: 4,551 (10.7%) 
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negligent medical treatment 


y 
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www.girlingpersonalinjury.co.uk 

KENT no win no fee specialists 
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Remembering the remarkable life 
and times of Dave the Dolphin 

Next year will mark the tenth anniversary of when thousands flocked to the south coast hoping to 
catch a glimpse of a lone dolphin as it swam and jumped for all to see. Molly Kersey takes a look back 



T HE fertile waters of the 
English Channel have long 
delivered a rich bounty of 
sealife - but perhaps none 
more dramatic or magical 
than the visit of Dave the Dolphin. 

Dave, or Davina as she was re¬ 
named when someone realised he 
was in fact a she, was no blink and 
you’ll miss them visitor. 

Because for some 18 months nearly 
ten years ago Dave - let’s keep calling 
her that for ease - frolicked in the wa¬ 
ters off the coast of Sandgate near 
Folkestone. 

Such a familiar site was she that 
visitors would head down to the shin¬ 
gle beach to witness her swimming 
and diving along the seafront - an 
ideal tourist attraction she even 
seemed to stay in a zone just a few 
hundred metres long and two kilome¬ 
tres wide. 

Some even joined her, swimming 
out to her, or paddling up in kayaks 
and boats - despite repeated warn¬ 
ings to not swim too close. 

And all these years later, her time 
in the county, and sudden disappear¬ 
ance, remains a talking point. 


Lyn Griffiths, Kent co-ordinator of 
marine mammals rescue organisa¬ 
tion British Divers Marine Life Rescue 
(BDMLR), helped to keep Dave safe 
during the stay. 

She said: “I joined in April 2006 
and a month later Dave turned up. 
She arrived as a wild dolphin who 
was wary of people. When people 
were out in kayaks she tended to 
move away, but by the time she disap¬ 
peared she was what we call a ‘stage 
five’ habituated dolphin and if people 
came into the water she came to them. 

“I would say the greatest portion of 
her time was spent off Sandgate.” 

Although dolphins have been seen 
on the Kent coast before, it was still 
unusual for one to turn up alone - let 
alone stay for so long. 

Ms Griffiths added: “They are nor¬ 
mally out in pods so we have no idea 
how she became separated from her 
pod. It was thought that she was 
probably a juvenile heading towards 
puberty, that kind of age. 

“I have never seen large numbers 
down our way, but that doesn’t mean 
they haven’t passed through the 
Channel. We ask people not to ap¬ 


proach them and to let them be, to 
observe them from a distance if they 
are on a boat.” 

During her stay visitor numbers 
were regularly swollen as people 
came down to the beach hoping for a 
glimpse. 

Martin Harper, who worked at the 
ice cream kiosk in Seabrook during 
the summer Dave was in town, saw 
the dolphin numerous times. 

He said: “It was incredibly busy. 
There would be queues of up to half 
an hour, there were queues around 
the block sometimes. 

“People loved talking about it. One 
even asked what time was the show - 
that’s how often she would come out 
and perform.” 

“She was certainly very popular,” 
added Terry Whittaker, a photogra¬ 
pher who has lived on the Esplanade 
in Sandgate for some 15 years. 

He documented Dave’s stay from 
the beginning, updating his website 
with news about the dolphin. 

“A lot of the local people went to see 
her and a lot of people from outside 
the town did too. 

“I suppose it got some people inter¬ 


ested in dolphins and mammals, who 
might not otherwise have seen one. A 
bottle nose dolphin is not something 
you see often in that area. 

“I was quite interested in mam¬ 
mals and dolphins anyway, I worked 
with killer whales in the past and 
photographed them. Then one turned 
up on my doorstep- what’s not to 
love?” 

The leader of Shepway District 


Council, David Monk, says that the 
dolphin’s stay did a great deal for the 
town. 

He told KoS: “Dave attracted hun¬ 
dreds of extra tourists to the town 
and gave local tourism a real boost. It 
gave people another reason to come 
here.” 

But after picking up some injuries 
(see box), Dave disappeared from our 
shoreline as swiftly as she had 
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MYSTERY: Quite what happened to Dave remains unknown. Pic: Terry Whittaker/terrywhittaker.com 


appeared. There have been no con¬ 
firmed sightings of her since. 

“We have no idea where she went,” 
Ms Griffiths of the BDMLR explained. 

“We did have reports from people 
who look out for that sort of thing in 
Holland, they thought they had seen 
her over there but we never had any 
photographs from them, so could 
never say ‘yes, that’s Dave’. 


“We never had any photographic 
proof they had seen her over there, we 
know her markings well. 

“She did disappear for a couple of 
weeks and then came back. We went 
quite extensively up the coast track¬ 
ing her, I lived in Folkestone at the 
time and she ended up mainly down 
near Hythe for the last few months. 

“We had no other reports when she 


disappeared, she wasn’t spotted any¬ 
where else.” 

Did you see Dave during her stay 
here? Do you have special memories 
of her visit? Why not share your 
memories with us? 

Write in to The Editor, KoS, Kent 
House, 81 Station Road, Ashford 
TN23 1PP. Or email us at editorial@ 
kosmedia.co.uk. 



LEAP: Dave off the Sandgate coast. Pic: Terry Whittaker/terrywhittaker.com 


GETTING TOO CLOSE FOR COMFORT 


SADLY, people’s attraction to her 
didn’t always work out so well for 
Dave. 

There were times when people 
got a little too close for comfort and 
put the dolphin in danger. 

“It got a little bit more dangerous 
when people took jet skis out,” 
Martin Harper who worked by the 
beach at Sandgate remembers. 

Two men were charged and 
fined under the Wildlife and Coun¬ 
tryside Act after taking a drunken 
dip and disturbing the dolphin, 
during which they touched and 
stroked her and witnesses worried 
she was being caused distress. 

“There was an issue all the way 
through with the dolphin being 
there, whether it was right or wrong 


for people to swim with her, but 
there was never any chance that 
they were going to stop people 
interacting with her,’ ’ photographer 
Terry Whittaker said. 

Dave received an injury to her 
dorsal fin in August 2007 and in 
October of the same year lost a 
third of her tail. 

The BDLMR raced to save her, 
with a vet administering antibiot¬ 
ics. But while there were rumours 
circulating that Dave had been 
struck by a jet ski, leading to the 
injury, Ms Griffiths doesn’t believe 
this to be the case. 

“She did have an injury to her 
tail flute. The belief from the vet 
was that it was caused by a fishing 
line.” 


Contemporary 

Craft & 
Design Fair 




17-19 April 

»< Kent College 


s CANTERBURY 

|\ 12 noon to 5pm Fri • 10am to 5pm Sat & Sun ^ ® ^ ® ® 1 m 


Purchase direct from the 
very best artists and 
craftmakers in the UK who 
have a real passion for the 
work they create 



r 


Admission £4.00 
2 miles from A2 • 


Under 14’s Free 
AA Signposted off A290 


www.craftinfocus.com T01622 747325 
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Own Your O wn Holiday Home 

at Romney Sands HoUdavTaH^^B 


Romney Sands Holiday Park is situated on the beautiful Kent coastline, in the historic 
town of New Romney, 


Qt nei T housand' Jtf^una 
6' aravan Vou cher.- 

Redeemable only at Romney 
Sands Holiday Park 






For more information call us on 01797 369 340 or email 
csm.romneysandsrapark-resorts.com 


Romney Sands Holiday Park. The Parade, New Romney. Kent TN2S 8RN 

fl'Vou cher entiliasl he Cl DnOflM tfie purchase oi a NEW 1015 Caravan Hoi iday Home .il Romney'Holiday 

Park The a bove cannot be used towards running costs e* corwiBECion fees Voucher cannal bo eKchangid For cash No! 
to bn jcclJ mcon|unL tianwiLh any-oiler. Pqrk Resaf It re£vrvu% I Ik: right Lo arraerid or Withdraw thasi td Ser at anylim-r New 

custom err, only Offarvalid unt«S 31 /D5/15. W r >i ten details upon roquesi 


Park 


Cicftting Xmmrmcr Msmories 


There is a real community feel at our Park and our Owners love to get involved with our 
events and parties whenever they visit their Holiday Home. Were just opposite the beach, 
in an area ideally located for family-friendly fun and activities. In addition to the wonderful 
local attractions nearby we have some fantastic facilities on-park, including two indoor 
pools and some tasty food and drink options in the Tavern Pub & Diner. 


We have just taken delivery of some fantastic new 2015 Holiday Homes and are 
offering £1,000 off any of our new 2015 models for a Limited time only. 
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Digging to find 
a king beneath 
football pitch 

Historians want to complete work to reveal the 
grave of King Stephen. Chris Murphy reports 



GROUP of archaeologists want to 
dig up a school playing field in the 
hunt to find the royal remains of 
an ancient king. 

It is claimed the king, who died 
in 1154 in Faversham, was buried beneath 
what is now the playing fields of in-demand 
grammar school the Queen Elizabeth in the re¬ 
mains of a buried ‘royal abbey’. 

Originally discovered back in 1965, archae¬ 
ologists were forced to leave the site with its 
work unfinished because a housing estate was 
due to go up. 

But plans changed, the homes were never 
built, and the area became a football field for the 
school. 

The original 1960s find was made by Dr Bri¬ 
an Philp and his team and his interest in the site 
was piqued once more by the discovering of an¬ 
other king under a car park. 

He told us this week: “With all the interest in 
Richard III, Kent archaeologists have reviewed 
the burial of King Stephen in 1154 at 
Faversham.” 

The director of the Kent Archaeological Res¬ 
cue Unit said he led the team which discovered 
the abbey at Faversham back in the 1960s. 

The first aim was to locate the missing abbey 
church, but the second was to discover the bur¬ 
ial vaults of King Stephen, Queen Matilda and 
Prince Eustace, recorded as buried in them. 

King Stephen was a grandson of William the 
Conqueror and sat on the throne between 1135 
to his death 19 years later. 

He passed away after falling ill with a stom¬ 
ach disorder while travelling to Dover for a 
meeting. He died at the local priory before being 
buried at Faversham Abbey. 

He was succeeded by Henry II, the first of the 
Angevin kings, the royal house which preceded 
the Plantagenets - the final ruler of which was 
Richard III. 

The abbey had been totally destroyed around 
1540 as part of the dissolution or the monaster¬ 
ies organised by Henry VIII - a move designed 
to generate money for the crown and loosen the 
power of the Pope. 

The archaeologist told us the church and its 
many domestic buildings formed a great mo¬ 
nastic abbey. Its abbots sat in parliament on 
many occasions. 

And it clearly resonated with King Stephen. 
Faversham’s strategic role with its tidal creek 
made it well placed. 

So he decided the abbey would house his roy¬ 
al mausoleum - a 80ft by 26ft chamber - where 
he envisaged not only his family being laid to 
rest, but also future kings and queens of Eng¬ 
land too. 

However, his son Eustace died before him and 
the new line of kings preferred Westminster Ab¬ 
bey and eventually Windsor. 

Dr Philp from the Kent Archaelogical Rescue 
Unit said: “We spent eight weeks of non-stop ex¬ 
cavation in freezing weather conditions and es¬ 
tablished the church was over 360ft in length. 
The excavations were carried out urgently just 
ahead of proposed developments to a very tight 
time schedule. 



SNOW: But outline of historic site is clearly 
seen during original dig 



PITCH: This area is now covered in fields 

“The weather was severe and it snowed fre¬ 
quently. However, such were the discoveries 
that we were able to bury the great church un¬ 
der another two feet of soil and re-design the 
proposed playing field to protect it.” 

Dr Philp re-visited the site recently and locat¬ 
ed those burial locations once more. 

Dr Philp said: “I have now re-located the site 
of the royal vaults. 

“Originally when we were there in the 1960s, 
we did not find any human bones, but then 
again vaults were not fully excavated because 
we ran out of time. 

“I would like to return to the site properly and 
unearth the vaults completely and examine all 
the contents. We only need to find a few bones, 
and see if we can get some DNA work done to 
trace the royal bloodline to today. I don’t know if 
that’s possible, given the time frame, but it 
would be interesting to find out. 

“On a more permanent note, we now need to 
commemorate the royal burials with a ceremo¬ 
ny and a permanent plaque. 

“After all, Stephen as buried 330 years before 
Richard III and certainly not in a car-park.” 



Whitehead / v 
Mondkton 


A the Kent law firm 



Will, Estate or Power of 
Attorney dispute? 

Do you have a dispute regarding how a Will, Estate or Power of 
Attorney has been handled? 

Whitehead Monckton has considerable experience in helping 
clients to resolve these difficult disagreements and in many cases 
achieving excellent financial results. 


We can offer a ‘NO WIN - NO FEE’ service for Will, Estate and 
Power of Attorney disputes. 


Call us today on 


01622 698031 

for an initial no obligation consultation by phone. 

E-mail enquiries@whitehead-monckton.co.uk 


www.whitehead-monckton.co.uk 


Whitehead Monckton Limited (no. 08366029), registered in England & Wales. Registered 
office 72 King Street, Maidstone, Kent, ME14 1BL. Authorised and regulated by the Solicitors 
Regulation Authority under no. 608279. 
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Dickens museum 
at his former home 
still ‘years away’ 

Fans of the famous author waiting for his Gad’s Hill Place 
home to open fully to the public have a while longer to wait 



P LANS to transform the 
home of the writer Charles 
Dickens into a major tour¬ 
ist venue could still be “five 
or six years away” accord¬ 
ing to the team behind the project. 

One of the most influential writers in 
British history lived for many years at 
Gad’s Hill Place, in Higham, near Roches¬ 
ter, his home until his death in 1870. 

For many years, the house has 
been home to the independent Gad’s 
Hill School, which saw Dickens’ fa¬ 
mous study become the headmaster’s 
office, and the room in which he died, 
the school cafeteria. 

But two years ago it was confirmed 
the school was moving into purpose 
built buildings next door - and the 
house would be vacated and turned 
into a museum. 

However, in the week that the desk 
at which Dickens wrote Great Expec¬ 
tations at his Kent home was bought 
for the nation for £780,000 (see box), 
hopes of his former family home be¬ 
ing ready to welcome visitors every 
day seem a little way off. 

There have been tours of some of 
the house for the past three years, but 
only at weekends because students 
are still using much of the building, 
including the upstairs of the Grade I 
listed building. 

The Dickens volunteers now have 
to patiently wait for the second phase 
of the school to be built, so all the stu¬ 
dents can move out. 

The writer’s great, great grand¬ 
daughter Marion Dickens said the 
centre won’t be completely finished 
for five or six years. 

She told us: “This is a long term 
project and is now about half fin¬ 
ished. Half of the children have moved 
out of the school and any more work 
is now dependent on the school being 
finished. 

“It’s all a question of funding and 
this all needs time. We cannot create 
a Dickens heritage centre that is open 
to the public six days a week while 
there are still children there. But it 
will happen and it is open currently 
from April to September at weekends. 
“The downstairs is the most Dick¬ 


ensian - it included his study, the sit¬ 
ting room, dining room, what used to 
be the billiard room, the conservato¬ 
ry and hall are now pretty much 
empty of desks, chairs and children, 
so you can have a tour of those rooms. 
But access is still fairly limited. 

“The house of Charles Dickens, in 
time, will be open to the public in a 
way it never has been since he died. 
And that will be another five or six 
years, at least. 

“We have no idea what sort of visi¬ 
tor figures there will be, but it should 
be popular as he still has an amazing 
following.” 

Sadly, most of the writer’s posses¬ 
sions are not at the house. 

Marion Dickens told us: “When 
Dickens died and the house was sold, 
the contents, desks, furniture, all 


sorts of possession, were dispersed. 

“Gad’s Hill does not possess any of 
the pieces of furniture that were orig¬ 
inally in the house at the time. 

“It would be absolutely fabulous if 
the house and original furniture 
could be reunited. That would be 
wonderful.” 

Steve Martin, the secretary of the 
Rochester branch of the Dickens Fel¬ 
lowship, is a voluntary tour guide. 

He said: “There is plenty to see and 
it’s very enlightening.” 

Gad’s Hill place was built in 1780 
by local brewer Thomas Stevens, and 
Charles Dickens first admired the 
house in 1817 when he was only five. 

Leading tour guide Jennifer Ide, 
said: “He would often walk past 
with his father, John who would 
tell his son that if he worked 


hard, one day it could be his.” 

By 1855, Dickens was famous and 
living at Tavistock House, London. 

Gad’s Hill Place came onto the mar¬ 
ket for £2,000 and in spite of legal ad¬ 
vice that it was too expensive. Dick¬ 
ens snapped it up for £1,790. And it 
was there he wrote some of his best 
known works - much of it on the top 
floor of his Swiss chalet, built in the 
house’s grounds. 

Books written there included A 
Tale of Two Cities, Our Mutual Friend 
and the unfinished The Mystery of 
Edwin Drood. He died, on June 9, 
1870, before completing the book. 

The chalet has been preserved and 
was moved to the Dickens Centre in 
Rochester High Street as a memorial 
to the writer. 

Ms Ides said: “His study there is still 


much as it was as subsequent owners 
have been mindful of the heritage 
and have endeavoured in particular 
to keep the study as it was. 

“However, his desk is ‘missing’ and 
a faithful replica is shown to visitors 
today. 

“He loved to entertain and visitors 
were frequent. If the house was full 
he would put up some of the visitors 
at the Sir John Falstaff Inn across the 
road, which is still there.” 

A spokesman for the school said: 
“Our junior school is already open 
and we plan to have the senior school, 
the second phase, built and up and 
running by the early 2020s. 

“But until the second phase of the 
school’s building plans are realised it 
still requires the use of a small 
number of rooms.” 


AUTHOR’S DESK HITS GREAT EXPECTATIONS AS IT IS SECURED FOR THE NATION 

WHEN Charles Dickens died in 

1870, he suffered a stroke on June 8 
after a day writing the Mystery of 
Edwin Drood and died the following 
day, his belongings were dispersed 
among family and friends. 

His Higham home passed to his 
son - Charles Dickens Junior - but 
slipped out of the family’s owner- 

ship in 1879 when he was forced to 
give it up due to his own ill health. 

Among the items passed to 
family and friends were his writing 
desk and chair - captured, famous¬ 
ly, in two paintings of the author. 

They eventually were auctioned 
off in 2004 for the Great Ormond 
Street Charitable Trust and it 

moved into private ownership. 

Recently, however, courtesy of a 
£780,000 grant from the National 
Heritage Memorial Fund, the desk 
was snapped up for the Charles 
Dickens Museum in London. 

It will put the desk on display at 
his former London home. 

Robert Moye, director of the 

Charles Dickens Museum, said: 

“We are delighted to have been 
able to acquire Charles Dickens’ 
iconic writing desk and chair for 
permanent display in his study at 

48 Doughty Street. 

“They hold a unique place in our 
literary heritage.’ ’ 

The chair and desk were once in 

the Swiss chalet which Dickens 
used to write much of his work 
during his time at Gad’s Hill Place. 

Built on stilts, on the opposite side 
of the road to his home, he later had 
a tunnel built under the road to 
allow him to access it more easily. It 
was there he would spend the day, 
working on his latest book. 
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AIRPORT CONNECTIONS 


NEW 

DAY TRIPS 

FOR 2015! 


2ppaf?gU 


PEPPA PIG WORLD 

Tue 7sold ouTth April 2015. 
Tue 4th, 11th, 18th & 25th 
August 2015. 

Adult + 1 Child.£90 

Adult+ 2 Child.£135 

2 Adult + 2 Child.£165 

2 Adult + 1 Child.£135 

Pickups: 

Ramsgate, Margate, 
Birchington, Canterbury, 
Ashford. 

Park Times: 

Park open 10.00 -17.00. 

Children under 1 metre have 
free entry into the park. All 
children are measured at 
the gate. Price includes 
travel and entrance only. 


LEGOLAND 

Wed 8th & 15th April 2015. 
Wed 5th, 12th, 19th & 26th 
August 2015. 

Adult + 1 Child.£95 

Adult+ 2 Child. £140 


2 Adult + 2 Child. £190 

2 Adult + 1 Child. £145 

Pickups: 

Ramsgate, Margate, 
Birchington, Canterbury, 
Ashford. 

Park Times: 

Park open 10.00 -17.00. 

Children under 1 metre have 
free entry into the park. All 
children are measured at 
the gate. Price includes 
travel and entrance only. 


SHUTTLE SERVICE 

Gatwick and Heathrow 
daily for only 


PICK UP POINTS 



£40 | £75 

SINGLE PER PERSON 1 RETURN PER PERSON 

Collection times from: 


2am • 4am • 9am • 1pm 


£65 I £120 


2 PEOPLE SINGLE 


2 PEOPLE RETURN 


© 


01843 823007 
01843 823700 


For more information on our services go to: 

www.connections4you.net 


“■ MARGATE 
—■ RAMSGATE 
—■ BROADSTAIRS 
—■ BIRCHINGTON 
—■ WESTGATE 
—■ SANDWICH 
—■ DEAL 
—■ DOVER 
—■ FOLKESTONE 
—■ HERNE BAY 
—■ WHITSTABLE 
—. FAVERSHAM 
—. CANTERBURY 
—. ASHFORD 

RETURN FROM 

HEATHROW 

08.00 • 10.00 | 15.00 #19.00 

RETURN FROM 

GATWICK 

08.45 #10.45 | 15.45 #19.45 



NEWQUAY EXPRESS 


Enjoy any of our 4, 5 and 6 night stay^ITovel^ewqua^n 
picturesque Cornwall (Payment plans are available) 


Arrival 

Nights 

Departure 

Board 

Duration 

Single 

Couple 

9th May 2015 

5 

14th May 2015 

HB 

Sat-Thurs 

£425 

£650 

2015 

4 

26th May 2015 

HB 

Fri-Tues 

£390 

£565 

7th June 2015 

6 

13th June 2015 

HB 

Sun-Sat 

£480 

£785 

21st June 2015 

6 

27th June 2015 

HB 

Sun-Sat 

£480 

£785 

1 /gtJEEp 2015 

4 

21 st July 2015 

HB 

Fri-Tues 

£425 

£645 

10th Aug 2015 

6 

16th Aug 2015 

HB 

Mon-Sun 

£510 

£845 

31st Aug 2015 

4 

4th Sept 2015 

HB 

Mon-Fri 

£425 

£685 

13th Sept 2015 

6 

19th Sept 2015 

HB 

Sun-Sat 

£480 

£785 

23rd Sept 2015 

4 

27th Sept 2015 

HB 

Wed-Sat 

£425 

£650 


k-w.. 



These prices include: Transport 
to and from Newquay, Hotel incl 
Dinner, Bed and Breakfast. 

Full Day Trip (incl Entrance Fee) 
to EDEN PROJECT in St. Austell, 
Cornwall and Half Day trip to 
PADST0W. 


Our chosen Hotel is situated right on the seafront in Newquay with its stunning beaches. It is just a 
10 minute walk from Newquay Town Centre and just 200 yards from Tolcarne Beach. There are plenty 
of facilities at the hotel, including a heated indoor swimming pool, jacuzzi and sauna, as well as an 
enclosed outdoor terrace and patio. Also at the hotel is a beauty salon and games room. There is a 
coffee shop which offers a selection of light snacks and refreshments. The hotel has a main ballroom 
which offers entertainment throughout the year and has a large dance floor and 
bar, it’s a popular spot each evening and a perfect place to relax and unwind V3 Find us on 
whilst enjoying your holiday in this glorious part of the south-west. ^ | Facebook 


NEW 

DAY TRIPS 

FOR 2015! 



Tue 7 SOLD OUT 201 5. 

Mon 13th April 2015. 

Mon 3rd, 10th, 17th & 24th 
August 2015. 

Adult + 1 Child.£80 

Adult+ 2 Child. £120 

2 Adult + 2 Child. £160 

2 Adult + 1 Child. £120 

Pickups: 

Ramsgate, Margate, 
Birchington, Canterbury, 
Ashford. 

Park Times: 

Park open 10.00 -17.00. 

Children under 1 metre have 
free entry into the park. All 
children are measured at 
the gate. Price includes 
travel and entrance only. 



THORPE PARK 

Fri 1 isold ouT/th April 2015. 
Fri 10th, 21 st & 28th 
August 2015. 

Adult + 1 Child.£80 

Adult+ 2 Child. £120 

2 Adult + 2 Child. £160 

2 Adult + 1 Child. £120 

Pickups: 

Ramsgate, Margate, 
Birchington, Canterbury, 
Ashford. 

Park Times: 

Park open 10.00 -17.00. 

Children under 1 metre have 
free entry into the park. All 
children are measured at 
the gate. Price includes 
travel and entrance only. 


To Book or for more information call: Connections4youLtd on 01843 823007 / 823700 

www.connections4you.net 
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PROGRESS: How the UTC 

will look when complete 
(main picture) and a work in 
progress (right, insets) 


Engineering a building designed 
to empower a future generation 

Work on the £10m Medway University Technical College is well advanced and demand for places has 
been strong. Molly Kersey provides an update on the progress of a fresh face in the education mix... 


W HEN September 
arrives, so will the 
dawn of a new 
strand of second¬ 
ary education in 
the county as its first ever University 


Technical College (UTC) welcomes 
its initial intake. 

And, fittingly, the innovative 
concept will be at the heart of an 
ongoing regeneration of an area 
which remains synonymous with 


its maritime engineering past. 

Medway was shaped around its na¬ 
val past and the dockyard at Chatham 
was the hub of activity and employ¬ 
ment for generations, until its closure 
in the 1980s. 

While the towns continue to rebuild, 
the UTC will hark back to the skill set 
which once made the area its fortune. 

The UTCs are a new breed of Govern¬ 
ment-funded schools. Already 30 
around the UK are open and another 
20 will be open by 2016. They offer 14 
to 18-year-olds a regular curriculum 
joined by technical and scientific sub¬ 
jects in a bid to breed the inventors, 
engineers, scientists and technicians 
of tomorrow. 

Work has long since started on the 
site at Chatham Waters - perhaps fit¬ 
tingly one of the key areas of the fresh 
development. 

Although there have been a few hic¬ 
cups along the way, with an initial bid 
to open a UTC in 2012 proving unsuc¬ 
cessful, the Government confirmed it 
would provide funds to buy the site for 
the £10m school earlier this year. 

The UTC already has the backing of 
establishments including the Univer¬ 
sity of Greenwich, MidKent College 
and Medway Council - forming a fur¬ 
ther piece of the educational jigsaw 
serving the towns. 

Business partners including Deane 
Construction and the Royal School of 
Military Engineers are also on board. 

Vice principal Kieron Walsh said he 
was delighted at how it was shaping 
up. 

He told KoS: “It’s going very, very 
well. I think in the Medway area there 
is a history of engineering but a link in 
the chain has kind of broken and we 
are trying to give our students the op¬ 
portunity and the skills to fix it and 
realise their engineering dreams. 

“It’s a part of developing and secur¬ 
ing the future of the Medway area be¬ 


cause businesses need skilled, employ¬ 
able young men and women to stay in 
those areas. 

“We have met grandparents and 
parents who are engineers who want¬ 
ed their children to follow in their foot¬ 
steps but felt that they weren’t being 
prepared for that. They feel that Med¬ 
way UTC gives them that opportunity 
they didn’t think they could have.” 

And the numbers for the new school 
are looking strong. 

“When the school is fully grown it 
will have 600 students, 150 in each 
year group,” explained Mr Walsh. 

“That way we can offer that person¬ 
al support and mentorship. 

“We are hoping now students have 
got their places they will start to share 
their excitement with their peers and 
spread the word.” 

The building is scheduled to open in 
August, with students arriving on 
September 7. 

Mr Walsh is optimistic about the 
challenge that lies ahead. 

He said: “We appreciate it’s a really 
big leap of faith for parents and stu¬ 
dents to apply for a school that hasn’t 
been built yet and isn’t fully staffed. We 
are in the process of appointing some 
fantastic staff. 

“We are well aware of the successes 
and failures of previous generations of 
UTCs and we are developing our cur¬ 
riculum with our partners to develop a 
new approach to education.” 

Students in Year 10 and 12 will 
study GCSEs and A levels alongside the 
technical specialisms. 

Mr Walsh says the curriculum will 
give students the chance to develop the 
employability skills that businesses 
have been asking for. 

“It’s giving the opportunities and 
experiences to actually develop those 
skills,” he said. 

“We want our students to have ex¬ 
cellent qualifications but also have de¬ 


monstrable employability abilities as 
well.” 

He added: “Our partners have said 
that they want our students to have 
good communication skills, so that 
could encompass debating and look¬ 
ing at ethics so our students have a 
more rounded understanding of the 
workplace and how that affects the 
wider community. 

“We want the UTC to be a part of the 
community. It’s making sure that the 
dreams and aspirations of the people in 
Medway who want to become engi¬ 
neers can become realised.” 

So where do the business partners fit 
in to all this? 

“They very much want to be a part 
of it, giving opportunities, supporting 
the students, with visitors and people 
coming in and sharing ideas. It’s try¬ 
ing to make it real world and relevant,” 
he said. 

Work experiences opportunities will 
also be available for the students stud¬ 
ying at the UTC. 

“It’s very much two ways. The part¬ 
ners are giving us support but the need 
for them is that they want to develop and 
want young people to be work ready to 
secure their future in the Medway area,” 
explained Mr Walsh. 

“It’s also networking, and that’s an 
unbelievable opportunity. That’s 
something that engineering graduates 
are now wishing they had.” 

Mike O’Brien, Medway Council’s 
cabinet member for further education, 
said: “It’s taking shape before our eyes 
every day. 

“The numbers are looking excep¬ 
tionally strong and it’s a really exciting 
offering for the young people that don’t 
want to pursue an academic career but 
want to pursue an engineering or con¬ 
struction future.” 

“It just broadens the educational of¬ 
fering that we have here in 
Medway.” 
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Whatever your budget, we can provide the perfect kitchen, bedroom or bathroom without compromising on quality. 
Pop into our showroom, no appointment needed, and parking right outside the door! 
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Mitcham 
Building Supplies 


LET US HELP YOU 
WITH YOUR DIY 


SUPER LOW PRICES!! 


EASTER 

OPENING 

HOURS 

Good Friday 8-5.30, 
Saturday 8-5.30, 
Closed Monday! 




GROUP 


Ready Mixed 
Concrete and Screed 



18mm £17.99 perm 2 
25mm £21.99 perm 2 
35mm £23.99 per m 2 


Reversible, treated decking 
150 x 32mm - £1.79 per m 2 . 

Lengths available 3.6m, 4.2m, 
4.8m and 5.1m 


New green & brown Sleepers 
2.4m £14.99 + vat each 
3m £19.99 + vat each 
Reclaimed grade A 
£21.99 + vat each 


450 x 450 at £1.99 + vat 
Colours available red/ 
buff/ light grey/ dark grey 



Pop in for a brochure today 


Fence panels 
6x6 Waney 
from £18.99 
6x6 F-Edge 
From £24.95 


INDIAN SANDSTONE 
CALIBRATED 
MIXED SIZES 

TEXTURED SLABS BY 
BRADSTONE 


Decorative 

aggregates 


Gravel Boards and Posts 
6ft concrete posts, post 
mix, 6x6 wide concrete 
gravel boards IN STOCK 


READY MIXED CONCRETE/SCREED • FENCING • BRICKS • TIMBER 


You’ve tried the rest now try the best YOUR ONE STOP SHOP FOR BUILDING SUPPLIES 

Trade & Retail Open: Mon-Fri 7.00-5.30pm Open all-day Saturday 


CANTERBURY 

Unit 12, Wincheap Ind Estate 
Cotton Road, 

Canterbury CT1 3RB 
Telephone 01227 455565 
Fax 01227 479400 
Email: Canterbury@mbs.uk.com 


HERNE BAY 

MBS House, 80 Eddington Lane, 
Herne Bay, Kent CT6 5TR 

Telephone 01227 366633 

Fax 01227 360451 

Email: herneybay@mbs.uk.com 


GILLINGHAM 

Serena House, Bredgar Road, 
Gillingham, Kent ME8 6PL 

Telephone 01634 366040 
Fax 01634 23291 

Email: salesgillingham@mbs.uk.com 


www.mitchambuildersmerchant.co.uk 


30 Week ending April 5, 2015 


kent-life.co.uk www.kentnews.co.uk 






































Proud dad 
pens book 
as daughter 
beats cancer 


When young Millie was diagnosed 
with brain cancer, her parents were 
terrified. Now, her father has written a 
book about her bravery. Molly Kersey 
speaks to the family after her recovery 


Y OUR child getting ill is 
any parent’s worst night¬ 
mare. So when eight- 
year-old Millie Previero 
was diagnosed with a rare 
form of brain cancer after losing her 
sight, her parents were devastated. 

But the brave girl battled the odds 
and, with the help of specialists at 
London’s Great Ormond Street Hospi¬ 
tal and proton beam therapy, is now 
in complete remission. 

Now Millie, who lives in Tunbridge 
Wells with parents Vanessa and Mar¬ 
co and siblings Luca Jack and Ellie 
Rose, is starting to rebuild her life. 

What’s more, her father has writ¬ 
ten a book about her inspirational 
courage and determination - a story 
he hopes she can read for herself 
when she gets older. 

The book is based on a poignant di¬ 
ary Mr Previero kept and which he 
first started writing which Millie was 
initially diagnosed. 

He told KoS: “For the first three or 
four days you enter a world you don’t 
understand at all. 

“I was taking notes for the first 
week, to make sense of all the things 
that were happening, and the termi¬ 
nology that people used. 

“Then I thought ‘I could write this 
in much more detail so I could share it 
with Millie later in life’. She was only 
seven-years-old, and God knows 
what she would have felt at the time. I 
wanted to share it with her so she can 
really understand her story. 

“I am not a writer, I am an ac¬ 
countant. I only write spreadsheets. 

“My main objective for the book 
was really for Millie. I was keen for 


her to hear my voice when she read it, 
with all its imperfections. English is 
my third language, so it’s not Henry 
James. So I went down a self publish¬ 
ing route. 

“The introduction is a letter to Mil¬ 
lie from me, so that’s why we decided 
on Dear Millie as a title.” 

He said that writing the book had 
helped with the difficult emotions he 
was feeling at the time too. 

“Externalising the fear and the 
angst helped me a great deal,” he ex¬ 
plained. 

Dear Millie is being released in sup¬ 
port of the Great Ormond Street Chil¬ 
dren’s Charity and aims to help oth¬ 
ers experiencing a similar trauma. 

“If it helps one more family who is 
going through it at the moment then 
all the better,” said Mr Previero. 

Millie’s ordeal began in April 2013, 
when she lost complete vision in her 
right eye and most in her left one. 

Her parents rushed her to a paedia¬ 
trician and an MRI scan revealed a 
tumour “the size of a golf ball” resting 
on the base of her skull, deep in the 
central region of her brain. 

“In the months prior to the diagno¬ 
sis, Millie had seemed absolutely fine. 
The only symptoms were occasional 
headaches and thirst, which we were 
in the process of investigating,” said 
Mr Previero. 

“So the family was in a complete 
state of shock when the scan revealed 
the tumour. We were terrified.” 

Millie was transferred to Great Or¬ 
mond Street Hospital where a team of 
neurosurgeons did everything they 
could to preserve the vision that she 
had, performing a high risk cranioto¬ 




INSPIRATIONAL: Millie’s father has written a book which she can read when she is older to help her understand. 


my - when part of the skull is cut away 
to expose the brain - to remove the 
part of the tumour that was putting 
pressure on Millie’s optic nerves. 

The surgery was a success, but doc¬ 
tors warned that her survival rate 
was only 65 per cent. 

During the next few months, Millie 
endured two further brain opera¬ 
tions, four sessions of chemotherapy 
and 30 sessions of radiotherapy. 

Mr Previero writes about these dif¬ 
ferent stages in the book. 

He took inspiration from his Italian 
heritage, and there are elements of 
epic poem the Divine Comedy includ¬ 
ed in his writing. 

“It’s in three parts - chemotherapy, 
operations and proton therapy,” Mr 
Previero explained. 

“It has Divine Comedy elements as 
undertones to it, with Millie as the 
main protagonist. Cancer diagnosis 
and the first operation is Hell, chemo¬ 
therapy is Purgatory and proton 
therapy is Heaven.” 

Proton beam therapy was thrown 
into the national spotlight after the 
high-profile case of Ashya King, 
whose parents took him from a hospi¬ 
tal in Southampton to Spain, where 
they funded the treatment. 


While proton beam therapy is not 
appropriate for all children with can¬ 
cer, in those that it is beneficial for it is 
non-invasive and painless. 

The therapy was used to irradiate 
the tumour bed, aiming to destroy 
any remaining cancerous cells and 
prevent others from developing. 

Millie was treated at the ProCure 
Proton Therapy Center in Oklahoma, 
in the US, one of three such facilities 
worldwide that has a relationship 
with the NHS. 

Mr Previero said: “We all went as a 
family, so it was a very positive expe¬ 
rience in that sense. My other two 
children and Millie attended an 
American school. 

“It’s a more targeted therapy with 
less collateral damage, but no differ¬ 
ent to radiotherapy in terms of local 
control.” 

Thankfully, Millie has been in com¬ 
plete remission since November 2013. 

She will be monitored for the next 
few years before being given the all 
clear, and still takes medication. 

“Millie’s doing very well. Obviously 
it’s a work in progress,” Mr Previero 
explained. 

“She’s back at school full time 
which is really good and she’s regain¬ 


ing energy and stamina. She’s enjoy¬ 
ing being back there and she has re¬ 
gained full functional vision. 

“She can see very well which I 
think is very positive for her. It’s one 
thing to live your life in the aftermath 
of cancer with vision, but quite an¬ 
other to do it without.” 

Millie said: “I’m really happy to be 
well again. When I was sick I missed 
my friends but now I’m back at school 
and can see them everyday. 

“I love netball and was scared that I 
wouldn’t be able to play it anymore, 
but now my eyes are better I can.” 

And the family are recovering well. 

Mr Previero said: “It was tough, 
and it’s the worst news you could pos¬ 
sibly have, but we were lucky and 
through it we have met a huge 
number of strangers who helped us 
through the last couple of years. 

“It was helpful in revealing a differ¬ 
ent side of human nature that you 
don’t always encounter in life. You re¬ 
alise there are so many other children 
who are going through significantly 
worse treatments. It’s a very humbling 
thing to happen to you. I think we will 
live a better life as a result.” 

You can buy copies of Dear Millie 
from Amazon. Copies cost £9.99. 
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Will sport of kings ever return 
to historic Westenhanger track? 

With the Grand National next week, Jamie Weir looks at the future of the county’s only racecourse 



at Buckmore Park Ka rt Circuit 

r* 2,w-16n. April 
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Looking to escape to a Luxury 4* holiday retreat? 

Then look no further than St. Margaret’s Bay Holiday Park. 

With exclusive use of the Balance Spa and Health Club it’s the perfect place to relax & unwind 


Call us FREE today on 0808 1 02 1 686 

or visit us online at www.park-resorts.com/own-stmargarets Resorts^* 

St Margaret’s Holiday Park, Reach Road, St Margaret’s-at-Cliffe, Nr Dover, Kent, CT15 6AG 

71 Prices and deposits vary between models and Park Resorts Parks. A Finance is subject to status and deposit criteria, written details upon request. 
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ESCAPE TO ST. MARGARET’S BAY 


A NY hopes of an imminent return 
of horseracing to Folkestone 
Racecourse seems unlikely with 
the circuit still apparently stuck 
in a catch 22 scenario. 

Closed in December 2012, the county’s last re¬ 
maining top flight course - just off the A20 at 
Westenhanger - regularly attracted thousands 
of fans to watch the sport’s big names do battle. 

But its facilities began to flag behind those of 
rival courses and, as a consequence, it failed to 
generate the necessary revenues streams to al¬ 
low it to survive. 

The solution - to sell a large tract of the site 
for housing development with proceeds then 
being used to finance the building work - failed 
to get the go ahead, and, as a result, the course 
spends much of the year deserted. 

And that leaves race fans, currently building 
up excitement for next weekend’s Grand Na¬ 
tional, wondering just when they will once 
again be able to watch the ‘sport of kings’ in 
the county again. 

“At the moment there are no plans to host 
horseracing at Folkestone racecourse,” a 
spokesman for track owner Arena Racing 
Company told KoS. “I know this will be a disap¬ 
pointing answer.” 

The course, according to the spokesman, 
was currently not capable of turning a profit as 
a viable business. She added: “The complex 
and time consuming nature of operating race¬ 
courses means we have to ensure each one is a 
viable enterprise which at the moment we are 
not able to do with Folkestone.” 

There were no plans to bring horse racing 
back to Folkestone unless other development 
was allowed first. 

At the time of its closure, Arena Racing was 
proposing a new development at the course, 
stating that the facilities were ‘outdated’ and in 
need of redevelopment to make it a viable busi¬ 
ness going forward. 

It had proposed a large new housing devel¬ 
opment of 820 new homes on the site. 

However, when Shepway’s core strategy went 
to independent examination, the government 
inspector who ensures the plan is acceptable, 
threw the site out, ruling it should not be con¬ 
sidered for housing as part of the area’s ongoing 
development strategy. It was described as an 


“inappropriate site” for housing; something few 
could argue with given its rural setting amid 
wide open fields on the outskirts of Hythe. 

A Shepway council spokesman said: “There 
have been no planning applications for hous¬ 
ing on the racecourse. 

“But the owners have made longer term sug¬ 
gestions for development on parts of the site 
unconnected with the recommencement of 
racing. The council will be assessing these 
ideas later in the year, along with many other 
sites in the district.” 

The racecourse is certainly one of the most 
historic sporting venues in the county. Estab¬ 
lished as a race track back in 1898, it was 
closed during the Second World War when it 
was used as an airfield - or that’s what the Ger¬ 
mans believed. The race course was decked out 
with dummy planes and buildings in order to 
confuse Hitler’s troops. 

During the latter part of the war, the race¬ 
course became home to a real RAF squadron, 
which were based at the site until July 1944. 

After its wartime requisitioning, the course 
was restored back to its original use, hosting 
racing until its final race on December 18, 
2012 - an event marked with big crowds and a 
party atmosphere. 

It certainly packed a punch as one of the 
UK’s top courses, with regular appearances 
from the best known flat and jump jockeys 
with the live television coverage they 
commanded. 

The ward councillor for Lympne and Stan¬ 
ford is Shirley Newlands. 

She told KoS: “It’s up to the owners of the 
course to sort it out if they want racing back. 
The facilities are too small for it to be a top tier 
racecourse. I would really hope that housing 
isn’t put here. There are already serious issues 
with water supply, and this is an area of ex¬ 
tremely high water stress. 

“The owners of the race course need to de¬ 
cide what to do, but I would not be supportive 
at all of housing.” 

It still remains a vital venue for the county 
though, with the War and Peace Revival show 
taking place within its grounds every year - 
having moved from its traditional home in 
Paddock Wood, and regularly pulling in thou¬ 
sands every summer. 
































Do you or a loved one 
have wet age-related 
macular degeneration 
(wet AMD)? 


KIMS Hospital is now 
offering the brand new 
Oraya Therapy™ treatment. 


Newly diagnosed with wet AMD? 

Oraya Therapy™ is intended as a one-off outpatient 
treatment performed by our qualified ophthalmologists 
that delivers painless, highly targeted, low-energy X-rays 
to the eye. 

Tired of eye injections for your wet AMD? 

Oraya Therapy™ has been proven to reduce the number 
of anti-VEGF injections needed by patients with wet AMD 
by up to 45 per cent*. 

If you, or a loved one are suffering from wet AMD, 
please contact KIMS Hospital on 01622 237755 
for information on the Oraya Therapy™ treatment 
or email oraya@kims.org.uk. 


ORA 


TH ERAPEUTICS 


* Results taken from three year data from the INTREPID study on the safety and efficacy of Oraya Therapy™ 
Stereotactic Radiotherapy for the treatment of wet age-related macular degeneration. 




KIMS Hospital, Maidstone, Kent 

01622 237 500 | www.kims.org.uk 


KIMS 
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A great range of fencing & gates 
Beautiful timber 

selected to your specifications by experts 



For all your timber needs 


01227 720537 
www.winghamtimber.com 

WINGHAM INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, 
GOODNESTONE ROAD, 
WINGHAM,CANTERBURY, 
KENT,CT3 1AR 



Opening Hours:Mon-Fri:8-5,Sat:8.30-12.30 


WINGHAM TIMBER & MOULDINGS LTD 
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» Email us details of 
your event to: 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 
Tel: 01233 653476 

* 

Follow us @KOSMedia or 
www.kentnews.co.uk/leisure 
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scars lo maKe 
community-based music 

Vocal coach to the famous, Gillingham-born Juliet Russell talks about music... 


AS A vocal coach, who has worked 
with artists as diverse as Alt-J, 

Yoko Ono and Paloma Faith, Juliet 
Russell, who was born in Gilling¬ 
ham, is no stranger to show 
business. 

But now she has decided to stop 
singing with the stars and take to 
the road to promote her new 
album, with ground-breaking 
performances with community 
choirs across the UK. 

“I love working with all types of 
musicians,” Ms Russell told KoS. 

“It is always a learning experi¬ 
ence, and you can always create 
something exciting.” 

Hundreds of voices will perform 
her new album,Earth Meets Sky, 
creating a series of unique live 
performances. 

These will be recorded, filmed, 
and broadcast throughout the tour 
on social media. 


Ten choirs will feature in these 
concerts, with singers from diverse 
musical styles and life experiences 
joining Ms Russell on stage. 

They range from an Afro-Euro- 
pean choir, a soul choir, a drum¬ 
ming choir, a singing for health 
choir, young people with autism 
and Asperger’s, refugees, to older 
people and Gospel singers. 

Ms Russell says: “It’s great to 
have the freedom to experiment in 
this way. 

“It’s a very different way to make 
music, which is extremely 
liberating.” 

Ben Lane, senior relationship 
manager in the south east for Arts 
Council England, said: “We are 
pleased to be able to support Juliet 
Russell through our grants for the 
arts programme as she embarks on 
a new tour across England. 

“The partnership with local 


musicians and singers throughout 
the various tour locations will 
bring a unique interpretation of 
her album to each performance.” 

Ms Russell adds:“Music is for 
everybody. It has incredible powers 
to lift, to soothe, to inspire and to 
bring people together. It’s really 
exciting for me to perform my new 
album in a way that includes local 
people. Each performance will be 
different in every location”. 

As well as working in the music 
industry, Juliet has work exten¬ 
sively with singers in community 
and health settings. Research has 
shown singing in choirs has a 
positive impact on a range of 
physical and psychological 
conditions from depression to lung 
disease. 

Ms Russell said, “I’m a strong 
advocate for singing to support 
emotional wellbeing and health. 


Singing makes you feel great and 
singing with others, in a choir or 
group is more than just fun. It 
releases “feel-good” chemicals in 
the brain and gives us something 
that we uniquely share as humans 
- innate musicality and the ability 
to communicate in incredible 
ways.” 

“This is the perfect combination 
for me both as an artist and 
teacher. I’m fascinated by the 
human voice. The choirs and 
musicians I work with have their 
own characters and talents, so 
their work will fuse with my songs 
and create something new. I love 
that it’s going to take on a life of its 
own.” 

Juliet Russell will be performing 
at Colyer-Fergusson Hall in 
Canterbury on May 16. 

For more information visit www. 
julietrussell.com. 




GOLDEN VOICE: Juliet Russell 
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Free Delivery 
Free Installation 
+Free Disposal of your Old Furniture 



WE STOCK ALL MAJOR FURNITURE BRANDS 
RIGHT IN THE HEART OF YOUR HIGH STREET 
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World class orchestra comes 
home to the Marlowe Theatre 



CONDUCTOR : Paavo Jarvi performs around the world 


By Maria Chiorando 

maria.chiorando@archant.co.uk 


THE PHILHARMONIA Orchestra 
brings three works to The Marlowe 
Theatre in Canterbury, next 
month. 

Written during the First World 
War, Danish Composer Carl 
Neilsen’s Fourth Symphony Inex¬ 
tinguishable, is a torrent of highs 
and lows; a battle and a sea of 
calm. 

Young international sensation 
Martin Helmchen will play 
Beethoven’s Piano Concerto mas¬ 
terpiece, No 5 Emperor. 

Beethoven’s 5th Piano Concerto 
is the last he ever wrote, and is 
known for its brooding, lamenting 
slow movement and its first three 
grand opening chords. 

The final piece is Hayden’s Sym¬ 
phony No 88, one of the best 
known works by “the Father of the 
Symphony”. 

The concert forms part of the 
Philharmonia’s Nielsen Symphony 
Cycle, curated by the Grammy 
award-winning conductor Paavo 
Jarvi. 

Now in his fifth season as music 
director of Orchestre de Paris, Es¬ 
tonian-born Mr Jarvi has just con¬ 


ducted the opening concerts of the 
new Philharmonie de Paris. Mr 
Jarvi is also a guest conductor for 
orchestras around the world and is 
advisor at several music 
academies. 

In 2015, the orchestra celebrates 
the 20th anniversary of the foun¬ 
dation of its UK and International 
Residency Programme, which be¬ 
gan in 1995 with the launch of its 
residencies at Bedford Corn Ex¬ 


change and London’s Southbank 
Centre. During 2014/15 the or¬ 
chestra will perform more than 35 
concerts at Southbank Centre’s 
Royal Festival Hall, among 
others. 

The philharmonia’s extensive 
touring schedule this season also 
includes a major series in Taiwan 
and Japan with Esa-Pekka Salo¬ 
nen, a tour to Mexico, Colombia, 
Peru and Brazil with Vladimir 


Ashkenazy, and concerts in 
France, Germany, Austria, Bel¬ 
gium, Spain, Switzerland, Luxem¬ 
bourg and Poland. 

The philharmonia is the Mar¬ 
lowe Theatre’s resident orchestra. 

They play at 7.30pm on April 11. 

Tickets, priced from £11 to £34 
(concessions available; booking 
fee applies), are from the Box Office 
on 01227 787787 or at mar- 
lowetheatre.com. 


Something for all the family 


MAIDSTONE Gang Show is a 
family variety show 
The show is at Maidstone’s 
Hazlitt Theatre on April 10 and 
11. Tickets cost from £11.50. 

Visit www.parkwoodth.ea- 
tres.co.uk for information. 



Comedy in Tunbridge Wells 


COMEDIAN Danny Bhoy, known for appear¬ 
ing on BBC TV’s Live at the Apollo, will be 
appearing in Tunbridge Wells at the Trinity 
Theatre on June 13. 

Tickets go on sale soon - find out more by 
visiting the theatre’s website at w ww. trinity the- 
atre.net. 


And a little French show 


THEATRE du Champ Exquis, 
bring their show Et... si (And... 
if) to Canterbury’s Gulbenkian 
Theatre on April 10 and 11 at 
11am and 2pm. 

Visit www.thegulbenkian. 
co.uk to find out more. 



Lies, betrayal and jokes 

CONTROVERSIAL comedian Mark Thomas 
brings his Amnesty award-winning show 
Cuckooed to Folkestone’s Quarterhouse on 
April 24. He tells the true story of how Britain’s 
biggest arms manufacturer, BAE Systems, 
came to spy on him 

Visit www.quarterhouse.co.uk. 



Corporate 
Membership 
100 Rounds of Golf £590+Vat 
Flexi Membership 
50 Rounds of Golf £395 
100 Rounds of Golf £750 
7 Day Membership 
£49.95 per Month 

Sunday Golf for 4 players Total £69 
4 Ball Offer £69 or with Breakfast £80 
Individual Golf Lessons £12 each 
Green Fees from only £9.95 
for 18 Holes 

Golf Societies Food & Golf 
start at £18 
Driving Range Balls 
from £3 


THE COURSE 


sjeHBi 

Bf&a* 


The star of the show is the 
superb 18 hole golf course, 
designed by Patrick Dawson. 
Join as a Member and enjoy, 
social golf, competitions, 
advance online booking, 
Ladies, Gentlemen’s and 
Vets Sections, plus play 
40 other courses free. 
Visitors are welcome to 
play at The Ridge 7 days 
a week; you can look 
forward to an excellent 
round on a great course, 
followed by some of our 
renowned catering in Brewsters. 


DINING 


Brewster’s Restaurant is open to the public 7 days 
a week, for Breakfast, Lunch and Bar Meals and 
Snacks. Booking is always advisable for our 
Sunday Lunch. Our team of chef’s, design all 
the menus, preparing meals from fresh local 
produce which range from bar snacks to a J 

four course dinner. Our bar hosts a range 
of favourite beers, lagers and an extensive 
wine list. 


FUNCTIONS 


Evening private dinners are fully inclusive, 
hire of Brewster’s restaurant, Full 
Operating Bar, Dance Floor. Birthday parties, 
christenings, anniversaries, corporate lunches, 
or dinners, we cater for every occasion. Separate 
function rooms are available for Funerals. For more 
details or to book call free 0800 024 8730. 


Open to the Public 

7 Days a week 
All Day Menu, Breakfast, 
Light Bites, Main Meals 
and Desserts 

Silver Roast on Fridays £ 5.95 
Ridge Specials From only £ 3.95 
Sunday Carvery 2 courses 
£13.00 3 courses £16.00 
Fixed Price Functions 
50 Guests Buffet £650 
Weddings All Inclusive £2000 
Large Patio overlooking 
the 18th Green 


For more details or to book call free 0800 024 8730 


The Ridge Golf Club, Chartway Street, Sutton Valence, Maidstone, ME 17 3JB 

Tel: 01622 844382 www.theridgegolfclub.co.uk 
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Figaro's Margate marriage 


MARGATE’S Theatre Royal 
hosts opera The Marriage of 
Figaro on April 11 at 7.30pm. 

Full price tickets are £21, 
concessions available. 

Visit www.theatreroyalmar- 
gate.com. 



Hunter coming to Medway 


COMEDIAN Reginald D Hunter is embarking 
on a new tour. 

He will be performing at the Central 
Theatre, Chatham, on June 7. 

For more information or to book, call 01634 
338 338 or visit the website at www.tickets. 
medway.gov.uk 


Soul music from the north 


THE Astor Community Theatre 
in Deal presents a northern 
soul night on July 4. 

Tickets cost £5. 

Doors open at 7pm, and the 
show starts at 8pm. Visit www. 
theastor.org. 



Central hosts Copocabana 

THREE Towns Theatre Company presents 
Copocabana at the Central Theatre in Medway. 

Performances run from April 16 to 18 at 
7.30pm. There is a matinee performance on 
Saturday, April 18, at 2.30pm 
Tickets cost £13, visit www.medwayticket- 
slive.co.uk. 



Chatham theatre gives 

s 


By Maria Chiorando 

maria.chiorando@archant.co.uk 


FOLLOWING last year’s panto¬ 
mime Aladdin, Chatham’s Central 
Theatre can now announce that 
Only Fools and Horses’ Sue Holder- 
ness will be starring in Beauty and 
the Beast this Christmas. 

Ms Holderness is best known for 
playing Marlene opposite John 
Challis’ Boycie in the comedy TV 
favourite. The screen couple were 
so popular that they landed their 
own spin-off series, The Green 
Green Grass, in 2005. 

Originally an unseen character, 
just mentioned by the likes of Del 
Boy and Rodney, in 1985 writer 
John Sullivan wrote an episode 
where Marlene had to appear and 
she got the job. From her first 
moment on set it became clear 
that Marlene was a big hit and she 
appeared in the sitcom until it 
finished in 2003. 

Ms Holderness then appeared in 
many theatre productions including 
Calendar Girls before John Sullivan 
reunited Boycie and Marlene in a 
brand new Only Fools spin-off, 

Green Green Grass, which ran for 
four series from 2005 to 2009. 


Only Fools and Horses was a 
huge hit during the 80s and 90s 
and became life changing for all 
those involved including David 
Jason and Nicholas Lyndhurst 
who played Del Boy and Rodney. 

The 2001 Christmas Day 
episode drew in audience figures 
of 21.3 million viewers making it 
the most watched TV programmes 
of the noughties. 

Ms Holderness will be playing 
the role of the Wicked Malevolent 
whose evil plans leave the Prince 


not quite feeling himself and the 
beautiful Belle in danger. 

Medway theatregoers are 
promised live music, wonderful 
sets, beautiful costumes and 
rip-roaring adventure in true 
panto style. 

Beauty and the Beast is at the 
Central Theatre from December 
10, 2015 until January 3, 2016. 

Tickets are available from the 
box office on 01634 338338 or 
online at www.medwayticketslive. 
co.uk 



GOTHIC: A fairytale castle 



WICKED : The traditional plot 
sees a race against time 


To advertise in this section 

©01233653465 


ANGEL FLEAMARKET 


Angel Centre, Tonbridge TN9 1SF 

8am-lpm EVERY FRIDAY • FREE ADMISSION 
Lots of vintage and retro bargains 

01732 456196 • 07798876857 

email: sue.carmichael@btinternet.com 



Thanet 

Community 

Support 

Partnership 

A project run by 
Thanet Volunteer 
Bureau 

r I® 




Do something rewarding 

by volunteering 

CAN YOU HELP AN OLDER PERSON?! 

A volunteer with a little time can make all the difference to the health and well-being of an 
older person. Some elderly people just need a little company, someone to share a cup of 
tea and a chat with for a few hours a week. 

Here are some of the ways you can help: 

ASSISTED SHOPPING DRIVING ADVOCATE BEFRIENDING TRAVEL ESCORT 
DOG WALKING WHEELCHAIR PUSHERS DEMENTIA VISITOR 

Thanet Community Support Partnership’s aim is to reduce isolation and loneliness in 
older people. We also run a social activity group once a week 

“YOUR TIME” FOR OLDER PEOPLE 

lpm-3pm £1 ADMISSION 

Why not come along to ‘Your Time’ social afternoon every Wednesday (at the Ramsgate 
Small Boat Owners Association) and make new friends, maybe learn a new skill or just 
enjoy the company? 

FORTHCOMING ACTIVITIES FOR APRIL 

1? ! aa “ a " ce , „ Door-to-door transport 

8th Blend singalong & raffle r 

isth Quiz can be arranged at 

22nd Flower arranging & raffle nc cfl 

29th Chair based exercise tOiOU PGT trip 

To find out more call Lou or Fran on 
01843 597115 or email tcspc@hotmail.co.uk 


Late Availability for 3.4 and 7 nights, 2-9 April 20li 


FREE WITH YOUR EASTER BREAK 

★ Indoor Tropical Waterworld ★ Sport & Fitness Fun 

★ Louie’s Adventure Playground ★ Kid’s Club 

★ Teenager Hide-Out Club ★ Free WiFi 

★ Five Star Evening Entertainment including: 

★ Stacey Soloman & Meet and Greet ★ Cirque Du Hilarious 


★ Lady Z and The Monsters^ Just Jessie Tribute to Jesse J 

★ Scotty Miller ★ This Guy Pharrell Tribute to Pharrell Williams 

★ Madhatters Comedy Show Band ★ Beeyonce Tribute to Beyonce 

★ Elsa, The Snow Queen Show For the first time in Forever, 

Princess Elsa, Anna, Olaf and Sven visit Vauxhall! They want to build a 
Snowman! ★ Day Glo Indy Dare Puppet show 


Book online NOW www.vauxhallholidaypark.co.uk or call 01493 857231 


Broome Park Golf Club I Barham, Nr Canterbury, Kent CT4 6QX 


MEMBERSHIP SPECIAL 

7 day membership 

for £700 

5 Day membership 

for £500 


EASY ACCESS FROM M2/A2 or M20 

For further information please contact Text BROOME to 67000 
Del or Claire on 01227 830728 for a chance to WIN 

www.broomeDark.co.uk a tee time 
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ow an actress started a new career in food... 


Holby City actress got more than she bargained for on Masterchef... a book deal and a new boyfriend 


L ISA Faulkner has a lot to 
thank Celebrity Mas- 
terChef for. Since winning 
the show in 2010, the 
former Holby City actress 
has carved out a successful second 
career as a TV cook, and released 
three recipe books. 

The BBC One show was also where 
she met Australian chef John Torode, 
the firm-but-fair judge who eventu¬ 
ally became her boyfriend. 

“I took on three jobs at the same 
time as MasterChef, thinking I would 
only be in it for a day, and I ended up 
in it until the end. That was amazing 
in itself,” the 43-year-old says. 

“It completely changed my life and 
I haven’t stopped cooking since. It’s 
been amazing, really.” 

Torode - who she began dating in 


2012 - is “lovely, very lovely”, ac¬ 
cording to Faulkner, who has an 
eight-year-old daughter, Billie, from 
her marriage to actor Chris Coghill. 

“Somebody said, ‘So what’s it like 
at home when you’re both cooking?’ 
It’s just like we’re both cooking! It’s 
not like he’s going, ‘Oh, you need to 
do that’, or, ‘Hurry Lisa, you’ve got 
five minutes!’,” she adds with a 
laugh. 

Things have been busy recently, 
with the release of her third cook¬ 
book, Tea & Cake. 

“I wanted to do a book that was 
just about things that I liked, and 
memories of tea in days gone by 
when I was little - things like sand¬ 
wiches and cake and tins of biscuits,” 
Faulkner explains. 

“We run around so much and we 



CHEF: Lisa Faulkner in the kitchen 


are all crazy busy,” she adds. “We 
can get so caught up in everything 
that’s going on, and sometimes just 
to stop for five minutes with a cup of 
tea in a pot and a piece of cake, it’s 
like, ‘Do you know what? Every¬ 
thing’s actually all right’.” 

Faulkner has also been collaborat¬ 
ing with kitchen appliance maker 
Hotpoint, on a campaign encourag¬ 
ing the nation to love their kitchens 
and explore their cooking potential 
(learn more at www.hotpoint.co.uk). 

She is keen to stress that image 
isn’t everything when it comes to 
baking. 

“If you’ve made a cake for some¬ 
body you love and there are little 
dents in it, or the icing falls down the 
cake, it’s how it tastes, who you’ve 
made it for and why you’ve made it 


[that counts],” she says. 

“My grandma was properly slap¬ 
dash, but she was an amazing cook.” 

While best known for her culinary 
prowess these days, she hasn’t bid 
farewell to her acting career. 

“I went for something the other 
day - that I didn’t get, sadly - but it 
was nice to go in again,” she says. 

“What’s exciting for me is that I’ll 
only go for characters that I really 
want, because I have another job 
that I absolutely love.” 

As for turning 43 earlier this year, 
she confesses: “I don’t feel like I’m 
grown up enough to be 43,1 feel like 
a child! 

“It’s weird to think that great big 
number is me. But when I look back 
on what I’ve done, I think, ‘God, I’ve 
fitted quite a lot in’.” 


Hitting the right note 

RAMSGATE Operatic Society (ROS) 
present the latest show in the society’s 
50 year history - Gilbert and Sullivan’s HMS 
Pinafore. 

The piece takes place on April 16 and 17 at 
7.30pm, and April 18 and 19 at 2.30pm at the 
Memorial Theatre in Broadstairs. 

For tickets, visit www.sarahthorne-the- 
atrecompany.co.uk or call 01843 863701. 

Prices: £10 in advance, £12 on the door. 


Spamalot on stage 

I AFTER three years in the West End, 
Monty Python’s Spamalot will be 
making its way to Bromley’s Churchill 
Theatre later this month. 

Adapted from the comedy film Monty 
Python and the Holy Grail, the show tells the 
tale of King Arthur and the Knights of the 
Round Table. 

Visit www.atgtickets.com/venues/ 
the-churchill-theatre-bromley/. 


Classic superhero art 

A COLLECTION of comic book covers 
by the legendary Stan Lee will be 
unveiled at the Castle Galleries in Bluewater 
shopping centre. 

The collection which features classic 
covers portraying some of the most iconic 
characters including Captain America, The 
Incredible Hulk, The Avengers and The 
Amazing Spider-Man. The show runs at the 
gallery until April 12. 


Open air cinema 

DARTFORD Borough Council has 
announced it will be bringing an 
outdoor cinema programme to the town this 
summer. Tickets for the open-air screenings 
in the park were in high demand last year. 

A screening of Mamma Mia!, starring 
Meryl Streep, Amanda Seyfried, Pierce 
Brosnan and Colin Firth, will take place on 
July 29. To find out more, visit www.dartford. 
gov.uk/events. 






XEtje JRt'b Jiltmt 


Circa 1364 Crcckham Lane, Hemhill, Kent, ME13 9JR 

01227 751207 www.theredlion.org 


NEW MENU 
NOW AVAILABLE 

Chargrill and our own Smokery Section. 
All Local Produce where possible. 

Steak Night 

2 fov £26.95 including wine 

Wednesday and Thursday night 

Champagne bar 

Available for your wedding 
birthday, anniversary and 
all your celebrations 

Sunday Lunch 

1 course £10.50, 2 courses £13.50, 
3 courses £15.50 


& Gl 

FAIR 

SATURDAY 11TH APRIL 

THE KINGS HALL 
BEACON HILL 
HERNE BAY 

FREE ENTRY 10AM TO 4PM 


SATURDAY 23RD MAY 

TOWN HALL 


High Street 
DOVER 

FREE ENTRY 10AM TO 4PM 

SUPPORTING THE KENT AIR AMBULANCE 

Tel: 01843 842762 
07725460276 or 07966225217 

www.midasleisure.co.uk 


SOUTHGATE 

ELECTRICAL 

SERVICES 

Rewires, alterations, 
aerials, alarms, FREE 
quotations. ‘Fully qualified’ 

For enquiries call 

01227 712790 
07889 895394 



APPROVED CONTRACTOR 



DOMESTIC 

INSTALLER 
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Reaching for the stars in Mexico 



BEGUILING: Mexico is a riot of experiences 


TRAVEL REVIEW: Mexico 

By EmiLy Boynton 


STANDING in a field with my hands 
raised in the air, I have to admit I feel 
quite silly. 

The idea that I might catch the 
sun’s rays with my fingertips seems 
even more ludicrous, but encourag¬ 
ing bystanders are telling me to im¬ 
agine my body being filled with a 
powerful energy. 

We are gathered outside one of the 
world’s greatest monuments, the 
Kukulkan Temple at Chichen Itza. A 
Mayan archaeological site and one of 
the Seven Wonders of the World, it’s is 
an awe-inspiring network of temples 
in the Yucatan Peninsula, dating 
back to AD 600. 

The reason for my flailing hand 
gestures is the Spring Equinox, which 
is held in mid-to-late March every 
year. 

Along with the Autumn Equinox 
in September, it’s a big celebration for 
the Mayan people. 

The Mayans were pioneers in as¬ 
trology and each of the four sides of 
the Kukulkan temple has 91 steps - 
one step for each day of the year - with 
the top platform making the 365th. 

It’s a remarkable structure and 
during the Spring and Autumn Equi¬ 
noxes, the sun aligns at an angle to 
create the shadow of a serpent creep¬ 
ing down the steps of the pyramid, 
connecting the sun to the earth. 

I’m so caught up in the celebra¬ 
tions, I quickly forget about any em¬ 
barrassment. 

In reality, my energising holiday 
started two-and-a-half hours away at 
Belmond Maroma Resort & Spa, on 
the Riviera Maya. 

Situated on a white sand beach 
amid lush greenery, the former pri¬ 
vate residence is made up of 63 low- 
rise white washed rooms and suites. 

Days can be spent lazing by one of 


the three swimming pools, playing 
tennis, or wandering along the de¬ 
lightfully deserted beach. 

Unlike the busy beaches at nearby 
Playa del Carmen, here, it is possible 
to walk for miles without seeing an¬ 
other person. 

A short boat ride from the hotel is 


the world’s second largest coral reef, 
known as the Mesoamerican Barrier 
Reef or the Great Mayan Reef. 

It covers an area of 1,000 kilome¬ 
tres from Isla Contoy on the eastern 
part of the Yucatan Peninsula, all the 
way to Honduras. 

I overcome my fear of the choppy 


water to go snorkelling, and spot an 
array of marine life, including parrot- 
fish, angelfish, barracudas and but¬ 
terfly fish. 

Although I feel revived after the 
Spring Equinox celebrations, I decide a 
trip to the hotel’s Kinan Spa will really 
leave me feeling like a new person. 


TRAVEL FACTS 


■ Cox & Kings (020 7873 
5000; coxandkings.co.uk) 
offers a five-night stay at 
Belmond Maroma Resort & 
Spa, priced from £1,595 per 
person, including British 
Airways flights, private 
transfers and a Deluxe Garden 
Room with breakfast daily. 


Treatments here are based on heal¬ 
ing Mayan rituals, using products 
made with locally sourced ingredients. 

Every part of the spa has been 
aligned with the stars to create a 
positive energy flow; treatment rooms 
point east to west, representing day 
and night, and the massage beds 
face east, symbolising new begin¬ 
nings. 

I decide to try the Maya Temazcal, 
which turns out to be one of the most 
unusual and memorable spa 
treatments I have ever experienced. 

I join a small group on the beach at 
dusk, and as the sun disappears, a 
Mayan shaman leads us into a trian¬ 
gular structure submerged in the 
sand. 

In the dark, seated in a circle 
around heated rocks, we are taken 
through the different stages of the 
Temazcal, each one dedicated to 
the elements of air, water, fire and 
earth. 

Chanting, singing and drumming 
takes place, as the rocks are doused 
with herb-infused water, raising the 
temperature and creating an aromat¬ 
ic healing steam to drive out the im¬ 
purities from our skin. 

As the treatment ends, we run full 
speed into the refreshing sea. 

Again, I have my hands held high 
in the air, only this time I’m not 
reaching for anything -1 just seem to 
have found a new spring in my step. 


Film Reviews by Damon Smith 




FAST & FURIOUS 7 

(12A, 137 mins) Action/Thriller/ 
Romance 

IT’S not the gleaming high-octane 
motors, scantily clad women or 
outlandish gravity-defying stunts 
that will have audiences burning 
rubber to their multiplexes to see 
this seventh instalment of The Fast 


And The Furious franchise. 

Instead, it’s the final screen 
appearance of handsome leading 
man Paul Walker, who died halfway 
through production, which will 
invariably guarantee super¬ 
charged box office returns for 
James Wan’s sleek sequel. Fast & 
Furious 7 is dedicated to Walker’s 
memory and his unfinished scenes 
have been respectfully completed 
using previously unseen footage 
from earlier films, or by digitally 
grafting his facial features onto the 
bodies of his brothers, Caleb and 
Cody, who act as stand-ins. A 
heartfelt, if protracted, coda 
between Diesel and Walker 
provides the former with an 
opportunity to publicly say farewell 
to his cinematic brother in arms. 

THE WATER DIVINER 

(15, 111 mins) Drama/Romance/ 
Action 


FOR his directorial debut, Russell 
Crowe casts himself as a crusading 
father, who will stop at nothing to 
locate his three fallen sons, in this 
fictional historical drama based on 
the book of the same name, which 
has been adapted for the big 
screen by Andrew Anastasios and 
Andrew Knight. The Water Diviner 
is a solid first effort including 
well-choreographed scenes of 
conflict and self-sacrifice during 
the Gallipoli Campaign in late 1915. 

However, his film falls victim to 
heavy-handed sentiment when it 
comes to a central romance across 
the cultural divide that flourishes 
despite a total absence of on¬ 
screen chemistry with leading lady 
Olga Kurylenko. The romantic 
subplot doesn’t work and its 
resolution is unintentionally 
hilarious but the rest of Crowe’s 
first foray in the director’s chair 
shows promise. 


WHILE WE’RE YOUNG 

(15, 97 mins) Comedy/Drama/ 
Romance 


OPENING with a quote from 
Ibsen’s play The Master Builder, 
While We’re Young is an acutely 
observed but emotionally under¬ 
powered comedy drama about a 
forty-something couple, who 


become intoxicated by the vivacity 
and carefree abandon of the 
younger generation. 

At a trim 97 minutes, While We’re 
Young certainly doesn’t outstay its 
welcome, but gradually runs out of 
steam. 

Life is full of disappointments and 
in some respects, While We’re 
Young is one of them. 
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By Hannah Stephenson 

editoriaL@kosmedia.com 



A S FAMILIES enter the 
world of Disneyland Paris 
with its quirky charac¬ 
ters, pink castle, fairy tale 
lands and breath-taking 
parades, few will notice the quality of 
the plants, the precision cutting of the 
lawns or the carefully clipped topiary. 

Yet the gardens in this famous re¬ 
sort are vital to recreate the theme in 
each zone, from the prickly cacti, yuc¬ 
ca and tamarind in the Arizona desert 
of Frontierland, to the exotic-looking 
palms (which can actually withstand 
temperatures of up to -18C) and bam¬ 
boos in Adventureland, and piano- 
key topiary and manicured hillside 
lawns next to Sleeping Beauty’s pink 
castle. 

In the skyline of the haunted house, 
huge evergreen trees lean ominously 
towards the building, having been de¬ 
liberately planted at an angle for 
spooky effect, while spiky shrubs 
hang menacingly over the tall gated 
perimeter, pruned to look like claws. 

Pansies, heathers, heucheras and 
wallflowers fill the beds with the ar¬ 
rival of the park’s colourful spring fes¬ 
tival. But the park is also paying more 
than lip service to biodiversity. 

Luc Behar-Bannelier, the park’s di¬ 
rector of nature and environment, has 
been there for 23 years. 

He tells me how it has been trans¬ 
formed from corn and beet fields into a 
magical landscape which is also envi¬ 
ronmentally friendly. 

When he first took on this mam¬ 
moth project 25 years ago, workers 
had to remove tons of heavy clay soil 


and replace it with a thin layer of top¬ 
soil. Trees were brought in from as far 
away as British Columbia, Canada, 
but now they are sourced in Europe. 
Around 300 of the 35,000 trees are 
replaced every year to ensure every¬ 
thing remains to scale. 

Over the years, the planting has at¬ 
tracted wildlife which hasn’t been 
‘bought’ in, says Luc. 


Some 360 topiaries including a gi¬ 
ant caterpillar, dragon, elephant and 
swans adorn the park. Box, yew, fast¬ 
growing box leaf honeysuckle (Lon- 
icera nitida) and ivy are used to create 
the shapes - although at present there 
are no giraffes because the necks 
proved difficult to maintain. 

Banks of rhododendrons and azal¬ 
eas will be providing dazzling colour 


in May, while grass - all 35 million 
square metres of it - has to be lovingly 
tended. 

“The low fences don’t stop the public 
from spilling out on to the raised grass 
verges for a better view of the parade 
in the hub, at the centre of the park. 

Each week during the summer, new 
turfs are laid in this area to keep it 
looking good. 


Gardeners have to wear harnesses 
and spiked shoes when mowing the 
steep grass hills which surround 
Sleeping Beauty’s castle, while beds 
and borders throughout the park are 
regularly replaced with fresh, new 
plantings. 

“No corner of the park is left to 
chance, no plant is allowed to domi¬ 
nate others,” Pierrick explains. 


vour future...vour choice 

why choose anywhere else? 



There's still time to apply, head to www.kentchoices4u.com 


As a centre of vocational excellence we offer professional learning environments in which to develop 
your vocational skills, build your independence and prepare you for employment or higher education. 

T 01303 842400 the QlOBSUUOrkS 88 

E sixthform.enquiries@folkestoneacademy.com sixth Form centre 7C 


Find out more and download a prospectus now: folkestoneacademy.com/Sixthform 



kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk 


KEA 


Week ending April 5, 2015 41 
































BABY I?INS 


WO R EliT HW N7MN Vi 


42 Week ending April 5, 2015 


kent-life.co.uk www.kentnews.co.uk 


OTnery 


* 


i—i—L-i j— f \ 

. v * s 

p)H 7 * v* 
kAjS 

' oA°* *u 

v <o s 

•yjr A 


\ 


* BMQS 7 H 


■*; * % 
i>*v, * 






ravxB » waruna 


S* 

»... 

* • U* > ’ * A 3* 

\ V 1 -K. *# 


2 &®uC 05 [K] 

D 3 ® 3 uS 

HM7S©Sf)| 


2D® ££fS3BB 


©fuCCHfi 




HBOS ODC S«G am &mv G©0\$?[DK] m 

wrara?.; 


NDWiCH 


W1N£ 


& <3Z^DQ i uOCD[BCCIBT7 GOT 13 
©DSSZ7 27Q0£BI30 










































Blue inside 

The best colour 
scheme for rooms 

See page 50 


Mid Kent Flooring 

COMMERCIAL & DOMESTIC FLOOR COVERINGS 



■ Carpets 

■ Vinyls 

■ Laminate 

■ Solid Wood 

■ Artificial Grass 

■ Karndean 

■ Wet Rooms 

■ Uplift old 

■ Move furniture 

All work is fully guaranteed 

H3S3 [SMESiSg 



Unit 2, Mid Kent Shopping Centre, Castle Road, 
Allington, Maidstone, Kent, ME 16 OPU 

01622 761230 
www. midkentflooring. com 


- Unrivalled customer care - Bespoke installation service - 
- Build a cinema with Home Media - 
- Headphones up to £1,600 on demonstration - 
- Comprehensive range of turntables and 
streaming products in-store - 

BRANDS STOCKED INCLUDE: 

Audeze, Chord Company, Chord Electronics, Clearaudio, Dynaudio, Fiio, Grado, IsoTek, KEF, 
Leema Acoustics, Melco, Michell Engineering, Musical Fidelity Naim Audio, PMC, ProAc, Quad, 
Rega, REL Acoustics, Sonos, SpendonTellurium Q,Van Den Hul & Yamaha. 

-Hr ^-‘media- 

24-26 Union Street, Maidstone, ME 14 I ED 

01622 676703 

www.homemedialimited.co.ukwww.homemedia-installations.co.uk 
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Call 0800 


Visit our website for a ljlllonline quote 

www. windows.co.uk 


Windows, Doors & Conservatories 


*Off list price for orders placed by midnight 12/04/2015. Cannot be used in conjunction with 
any other offer. "Buy Now Pay Later Example: example, £2,500 less £250 deposit, balance £2,250 
nothing to pay until April 2016, £70 admin fee on settlement. 


Britelite is now a 
Trusted Trader 


BRITELITE'S AMAZING DEALS 

BUYNOW 

PAY IN 2016! 


OFF 

/vu. windows 


"All members of staff we 
had contact with were 
pleasant and went out 
of their way to be helpful. 
The work was carried out 
with minimum of fuss 
and a great deal of care 
was taken ensuring my 
carpets were covered. 

The installation team also 
cleaned up afterwards 
leaving me little to do. 
Highly recommend. 
Thank you." 

Mr & Mrs Gilbert, Chatham 




We are very proud of our 9.6 out of 
10 rating on checkatrade.com for our 
outstanding product, value and service. 


Amazing Offer! 

Take advantage of Britelite's 45% OFF* all 
windows. Triple glazing fitted as standard saves 
you money off your heating bills, plus to top it 
all, pay a small deposit and PAY NOTHING until 
April 2016 # 


Britelite are the South East's leading double and 
triple glazing suppliers and here's why: 

/ A 

all windows! 

Massive saving off list price with A+10 rated triple glazing 
fitted as standard featuring top security SAC Shootbolt 
locking system! 


✓ Nothing to pay 


know? 


/A 


Small deposit and NOTHING further to pay until 
April 2016 with Britelite's BUY-NOW-PAY-LATER Schemed 

✓ Save money off your 
bills 

Our triple glazing is 40% more efficient than standard 
double glazing and could save you hundreds of pounds 
each year on your heating bills! 

/ Guarantee 

We won't be beaten on quality or price, if you find an 
equivalent window with the same specification cheaper 
elsewhere, we will match the price! This is BRITELITE'S 
PRICE MATCH GUARANTEE. 


testim 


/ Fantastic 
received daily! 


You can see a selection of our fantastic testimonials on 
the left which we receive daily from our happy customers. 
97.3%* of our customers rate us as good or very good and 
many recommend us to their family and friends. 

Trusted Trader 

Britelite are now recognised as a Which Trusted 
Trader, meaning we are endorsed as a great company 
that you can rely on. We are also'Check-A-Trade'supported. 

Fitters 

Our'A'-rated fitters are not only highly 
commended on their tidiness & quality fitting, 
they are fully trained at NVQ (level 2) to install 
to BSI Kitemark! Add our unique'Gold Seal' 
installation service for guaranteed installation 
dates (or we pay you!) and a £1,000 anti¬ 
intrusion cover, ensures total satisfaction. 
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GARDENING Homes A Gardens 


How to avoid 
the blunders to 
your outdoors 


Hannah Stephenson talks about costly errors 
- and some handy hints and tips to avoid them. 


I’M THE first to admit I’ve made costly mis¬ 
takes in my garden over the years. 

I’ve planted specimens in the wrong place, 
made impulse buys at the garden centre of im¬ 
practical plants which weren’t going to sur¬ 
vive in the frost pocket where I live and bought 
pretty pots that didn’t go with my house or my 
existing collection. 

But now I’ve opened gardener Alex Mitch¬ 
ell’s new book, Gardening On A Shoestring, 
which gives budget-conscious gardeners 
some ideas on how to save money, all that 
waste is in the past. 

“We’ve all done it - stumped up for plants, 
tools and endless bits of plastic kit and then 
thrown them at the garden in the hope that 
they will miraculously organise themselves 
into something beautiful,” she says. But you 
don’t need all that clutter to be a successful 
gardener. 

Here’s a few of her tips on how to create a 
garden on a budget: 

:: Make seedy savings: Many plants grow 
easily from seed, including sweet peas, cos¬ 
mos, flowering tobacco, cornflowers and Cali¬ 
fornian poppy. A packet containing around 
100 seeds can cost you a fifth of the price of 
one plant. From mid-spring to early summer, 
just scatter them directly on to finely-raked 
garden soil in a sunny spot, rake them in and 
water well. 


:: Club together: If you’re buying online, 
group your purchases with friends to save on 
postage costs and look out for bargains if you 
order a multiple of one specific plant. 

:: Garden centre or car boot?: Don’t rule out 
cut-price pound stores and car boot sales, 
which often have good plants for much less. 
When buying plants, don’t buy the ones al¬ 
ready in full flower. Look for those with un¬ 
open flower buds or wait until the end of sum¬ 
mer to buy shrubs and perennials, when 
garden centres discount their stock. Autumn 
is also a good time for planting. 

:: Pots for a pittance: Use your imagination. 
Upcycle old containers such as tins, bowls and 
colanders to give your garden instant charac¬ 
ter. If you want to go big and brazen, brightly 
coloured plastic tub trugs can make good 
flower and fruit containers. Alternatively, ask 
your local deli for huge empty tins which have 
held olive oil, or other vintage tins, taking off 
the labels and letting them rust naturally. Just 
drill holes in the bottom of them. 

:: Be waterwise: Instead of investing in an 
expensive automatic irrigation system for 
your potted plants, save your old one-litre 
plastic bottles, discard the lid, cut off the base 
and push it lid end down into the compost be¬ 
side your plant. When the bottle doesn’t fall 
over, it’s deep enough. Fill it with water and it 
will drip out gradually, direct to the plant roots. 




INNOVATIVE: There are many ways to make your garden look good on the cheap 



CREATIVE : Old containers can be used as plant pots 



Steve's Carpets is a carpet and flooring 
retail outlet offering floor covering to suit 
all budgets, with a reliable and friendly 
service. 


FREE QUOTATIONS • AMPLE PARKING 
COMPETITIVE PRICES 


Our new showroom is located near Dartford, Kent 

116 London Road, Greenhithe, Dartford 
Kent DA9 9JX 

01322 387 515 

www. ste ves-ca rpets .co.uk 
stevescarpetsl @btconnect.com 


STEVE’S CARPETS LTD 
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Rosemary Nurseries 

^ Manston Road, Margate CT9 4LT 

yell.com - 01843 823282 - rosemarynurserys @y ahoo.co.uk 

(Find us between Spitfire memorial @ Kent Int Airport and Margate Crematorium) 

Blossom and Fruit Trees - Roses inc. David Austin - 
Standard Roses and half standards - Standard Photinia 
Olive - Nishiki Willow - Magnolia - Camelia & a good 
selection of shrubs Grow your own trailing geraniums 
and Fuchsias. 

Bring your summer baskets in for us to 
fill and grow on for you. 

Support your local growers Open every day - Opening times: Mon to Sat 9-5 | Sun 10-4 




Preston 

Garden Centre 

• Great Seasonal Colour • Large Trees and Shrubs 
• Hedging and Screening 
• Coffee Shop • Soup Served Daily 
• In-House Garden Designer • Stoneware 
• Gifts And Pots 

Free Wi Fi and very wheel chair friendly 

WE ARE OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 
Monday to Saturday - 9.00am to 5pm 
Sunday 10.00am to 4.00pm 
All welcome 

Preston, Nr Wingham, Canterbury CT3 1ED 
Tel: 01227 722250 www.prestongardencentre.co.uk 




Craftsman 

Glassrooms4u.com 


Do you need 
that extra space? 

We have (tie affordable 
glass room option 


Expert advice — 


Professional installation 


Out modular system offers a 
customised glass room onto a 
reinforced concrete base 
saving lis tune and you 
money, usually completed in 
just a week 

For your free design and 
quotation cal! us now 
0333 323 2023 
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HOWARDS 

BLINDS & CURTAINS 1 ™ 


we offer a complete one to one service all year round 



CANOPIES 


we are specialists in Conservatory Blinds, 
Awnings and Canopies. 

The company holds a vast sample 
stock of all the blinds and curtains on 
sale today. Whilst you look through 
the samples either at home or in the 
showroom Mr Howard offers a free 
estimation and installation service. 
Customer care and customer satisfaction 
is our top priority. 

So by contacting us you can guarantee 
a well priced professional job to add to 
your already stylish interior or exterior. 


Howards Blinds and Curtains 

Unit 128b, John Wilson Business Park, Thanet Way, Whitstable, Kent CT5 3QY 
sales@howardsblinds.com 107860 391136 



skb 


KITCHENS A BATHROOMS 





Expert Design, using the most up to date software 
Simply beautiful German Kitchens 
Free quotation and no obligation to buy 
5 year, no quibble guarantee with nobilia kitchens 
Superior German laminates, up-stands and niche cladding available 
To find out more, please visit to discuss any of your ideas 


At SKB Kitchens & Bathrooms your kitchen and bathroom will be specially designed 
by one of our expert in-house designers to make sure your concept looks 
fantastic and fits perfectly. We worry about the design, so you don't have to, 
and our product range speaks for itself. 


T: 01303 2423951W: skbkitchensandbathrooms.co.uk 
E: enquiries@skbkitchensandbathrooms.co.uk 


131-133 Enbrook Valley. Folkestone. Kent. CT20 3NE 
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GARDENING Homes A Gardens 



WILD: These flowers can attract creatures to your garden as well as making it look sensational 


Your garden can support its own eco-system - 
Hannah Stephenson explains how to do it... 


IF YOUR planting is attracting bees, butterflies 
and other wildlife, your shed is devoid of pesti¬ 
cides and your fruit and veg are strictly organ¬ 
ic, then you are already heading along the 
right road to eco-friendliness - but there are 
always more things you can do. 

Plant bright flowers such as candytuft, sun¬ 
flowers and marigolds, to encourage beneficial 
insects like ladybirds and lacewings. These 
will eat aphids such as blackfly, which can 
decimate your flowers and crops. Bluebells, 
cowslips, foxgloves and primroses are all wild- 
flowers to add colour and beauty to any gar¬ 
den. Buy flowers that will bloom as late into 
the autumn as possible, to allow more benefi¬ 
cial bugs and bees plenty of time to pollinate. 

Invest in a water butt. Even better, blend it in 
with your garden scheme by building a wood¬ 
en casing around it and painting it, suggests 
DIY power tool experts Dremel (www.dremel. 
co.uk). Alternatively, buy an old wine barrel as 
an attractive alternative and customise it so 
you can fill a watering can. Wooden water 
butts need to stand above ground level, allow¬ 
ing the wood to breathe from beneath. 

Create your own makeshift mulch. If you 
have collected leaves to make leaf mould over 
the years, this will act as a great mulch in 
spring. Alternatively, use compost, bark or 
garden clippings which have been shredded. 

Consider ‘companion planting’ to ward off 
predators. Many plant combinations mask 
each other with scent. The smell of Tagetes 
(French marigolds) will deter whitefly, while 
garlic and other alliums have been used as 
companions to keep pests at bay. Trailing na¬ 
sturtiums repel woolly aphids, while bugle ex¬ 
tract repels cabbage white caterpillars. In a 
similar way, leeks repel carrot flies, okra 
shields peppers from wind, while tall crops 



BALANCE: Bees are hugely important 


provide a canopy for short ones, such as lettuce 
and spinach, which prefer partial shade in the 
heat. 

Recycle everyday packaging to use in your 
garden. Plastic cartons which have held pre¬ 
packed veg can be adapted as seed trays, yo¬ 
ghurt pots which have been thoroughly cleaned 
can be used to raise seedlings and larger plastic 
bottles with the bottoms cut off can work as 
makeshift cloches around young vulnerable 
plants. Large wooden crates can be used to store 
fruit and veg later on in the season. 

Set up a worm compost bin if you only have 
a small space, and make a home for some 
small, red tiger worms, which you can buy. Use 
a wooden box with holes and a lid for a worm 
compost bin, add a layer of moist, shredded 
newspaper and soil for their bedding, then feed 
them once a week with vegetable peelings 
wrapped in newspaper or paper towels. 

Every two or three months, the rich, fine 
compost will be ready to use. 


Passionate about gardening? 

150 popular Horticulture and Royal Horticultural Society Courses 


in cluding: RHS | Crops | General Horticulture | Herbs 
Horile Gardens | Hydroponics | Landscaping | Nursery & Propagation 
Permaculture | Plant Varieties | Trees | Turf 


Study at your own pace, one of our great value for money, 
accredited homestudy courses, 
with the assistance of a friendly, qualified tutor 


adlonlinecourses.com/kos or simply call 01227 789649 


study anywhere, anytime 



' ADL 

ership with all RHScc 



pis^xancr J fwrsny 


nurses, worth £50 
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With over 75 sheds and 
garden storages solutions to 
choose from in our expanding range, 
there is something for everyone. 

All the sheds come with a minimum 
10 year warranty period for your piece of mind. 

Our new Shed display will be available to view from 15th April, 
allowing you to have a good look at our most popular ranges, we 
also be on hand to answer any questions you may have about the sheds and 
instillation. 

Lotus sheds are the final result of two years research and development by those 
who have been involved with light clad metal sheds for many years. A combined effort 
between a factory with brand new steel roll forming equipment and a research team 
have now produced a shed which is stronger, more durable, easier to build. This is, quite 
simply, a revolutionary development in the category of light clad metal sheds at a price 
that presents the best value available. 


FOR ALLYOUR 


V-ISI-T-USONLINE-GI-V-E-US-A-GALL 


■■ 


DURAMAX plastic sheds are the highest specification lightweight garden sheds in the 
market. 

Apart from the high grade of PVC and steel, they have vents to allow airflow and a 
skylight as standard. 

Each Duramax apex shed has pad-lockable hinge doors. 

LIFETIME products are the highest specification heavy duty plastic sheds in the market. 

Lifetime garden sheds have steeply pitched roofs for efficient water drainage, are very 
low maintenance and UV- protected to resist fading or cracking. 


Yardmaster and other makes also available 


FREE UK 
—DELIVERY-^ 




Pools and Spas 


With all leading brands such as Intex 
, My Splash & Clearwater all in stock 
and ready for next day delivery or collection, Rush- 
it-uk.com has what you are looking for, regardless of your 
outside space. 

Whether it’s a family pool, spa, Childs Pool, Chemicals, Filters, 

, Pumps or Heaters, then our customer service team are on 
hand to help before, during and after your purchase. 


^-Paddlmg Pools from £7.99 
Family Pools from £29.99 
Inflatable Spas from ONLY £349.99 £299.99 
(with “Solash Offer”) 


Our Children’s 
favourites include: 

The Sun Shade & Lil 
Captain pools (perfect for protecting the smaller ones on the 
er days), Pirate ship pool, Dinoland Play Centre, Basketball 
I, Mermaid Play Centre, Gator Pool & Slide & the Ride ons. 


Family Pools from 8-15 feet in diameter in < 
eading brands 


Lay-Z-Spa Inflatable Hot Tubs 

from the UK’s number 1 inflatable hot tub brand Bestway. 
Ease into your Lay-Z-Spa at the end of the day and 
feel rejuvenated by the 40°C water temperature and 
Lay-Z massage jets, with the knowledge that you are 
experiencing the incredible luxury and relaxation of a hot 
tub at fantastic value. 



WWW.RUSH-IT-UK.COM 

t: 01303 894234 e: customercare@rush-it-uk.com 
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GARDENING NEEDS 

-OR POP-I-N-AND SEE OUR STOGK-BEF-ORE-YOU-BU-Y- 


FREE UK 
DELIVERY 



With full garden furniture sets 
from £64.95 and 7 day a week customer 
services, it no wonder our customers are 
coming back again and again! 

It’s time to throw out the old deck chairs and 
get in style this summer. With a wide range 
of modern yet affordable furniture sets and 
accessories in stock right now. 

The stylish Black Rattan Furniture set (£224.95) 
offers you a sofa to lounge in with 
accompanying matching chairs and a toughened 
glass table, perfect to entertain your friends 
around. Choose from our range of garden umbrellas and parasols (from £9.99) to add some 
shade from the rays. 

If you are looking for something just that little bit different then why not choose our vibrant 
Lime Green 6 Piece Furniture Set (£119.99) or for total relaxation go online and check out 
the Gravity Reclining Sun Lounger, modern and comfortable and easily manoeuvrable, folds 
up to save space. 

With furniture sets from two people to six seats there is something to suit almost everyone 
from your local online store. 

After watering your garden with one or our many different type of hoses and other 
accessories you may want to have something which is more relaxing, why not look at our 
swinging hammocks? We have two seat and three seater hammocks available, complete 
with canopy so you are out of the sun and can swing your cares away whilst watching the 
kids play in the pool or enjoying a classic game like swing tennis and hop scotch plus more, 
which are also available. 



Garden Living 





Make the most of the sun and being in your garden this summer. 

Whether you are looking to entertain or relax there are lots of ideas on our website so that you can enjoy yourselves. 

The Multi-purpose fire pit (£64.99) helps keep you warm when the nights turn a little chilly but also doubles as a BBQ with a 
large cooking area, perfect for a family gathering or even a 
camping trip. 

There are also other portable BBQ’s that may suit you and 
don’t forget your citronella to keep the insects away. 

To make your garden look good enough to show off, browse 
our range of 

power tools and hand tools to create that perfect look. We 
also have telescopic hand tools which are a great way to 
help alleviate aches and pains from your hard work. 

What else does your garden need to look good? Ornaments like the Garden 
planter with clock and thermometer (£29.95) are a great addition and would 
also make a great present for any fan of gardening. 

Please look at the website to see our other 
garden decor. 

After the work is done it’s time to relax, the banana parasol (available in 
green terracotta or cream) offers shade from the rays, but we also have 
a range of other parasols starting from only £11.99 plus parasol bases. 

There are also other luxury items available and in stock for next day delivery 
or collection. 


Unit M, Forge Meadow, 9 Canterbury Road, Hawkinge, 

Folkestone, Kent, CT18 7JA 
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Homes ft Gardens interiors 


A blue-ming 
delightful 
colour trend 


Blue is a great way to spruce up any 
room. Gabrielle Fagan explains why... 


AT THIS time of year, even a glimpse 
of bright, blue sky, with its promise of 
spring, lifts the spirits. 

But our unpredictable climate of¬ 
ten teases, keeping us waiting for 
those elusive sunny horizons. 

Take heart though; you can guar¬ 
antee a bright outlook at home by 
waving a magic wand - well, a paint 
brush, at least - and splashing on the 
blues indoors. Or, if DIY would damp¬ 
en your mood, simply splurge on 
beautiful blue homewares, currently 
playing a leading role in the new 
spring/summer ranges. 

“The appeal of blue isn’t surprising, 
because with its strong links with na¬ 
ture, it’s a universal colour, surely 
loved in one of its forms by everyone,” 
says Gail Abbott, whose new book, 
Blue & White Style, is a beautifully il¬ 
lustrated blueprint for using the 
shades featured, which range from 



Mediterranean to country blue. 

“For instance, if pure blue veers to¬ 
wards the greens that lie next to it on 
the spectrum, it becomes aquama¬ 
rine, cerulean and turquoise - cool, 
clear watery hues which have associ¬ 
ations with lakes, oceans, and rivers. 
When tinged with purple, blue as¬ 
sumes the warmth seen in royal blue, 
indigo and navy - colours that make 
us feel confident and safe. There’s no 



RELAXING: Blue can create a calming ambience 


limit to the choices, and accents of 
blue work well in most interiors.” 

Dark, rich shades, from navy to 
midnight blue, look dramatic, and 
add character and individuality to 
otherwise bland rooms. 

“Blues are proving popular because 
they’re in harmony with the current 
industrial trend and blend with ur¬ 
ban and architectural materials, 
while the darker shades on the palette 
enhance natural timber schemes,” 
says Tim Tatlock, head of buying at 
Topps Tiles. 


“Blues meet a real range of interior 
needs, whether creating a statement, 
conjuring a calming environment, a 
soothing sanctuary or simply re¬ 
freshing a space - the latter’s a popu¬ 
lar choice at this time of year. Blue 
paintwork or tiles can give a drab, 
winter-weary room a lift.” 

Teal, reminiscent of shimmering 
green-blue exotic seas, is fashionably 
on-trend, and is a key colour for new 
season homeware collections. 

“Teal’s a combination of the natu¬ 
ral harmony of green and the tran¬ 


quillity of blue, resulting in a bal¬ 
anced, versatile shade, which works 
perfectly in any room,” advises Mari¬ 
anne Shillingford, creative director at 
Dulux. 

“Combing teals with greens, such 
as mint, duck egg or emerald, will 
give a fresh, natural effect. Or for a 
neutral combination, choose a colour 
with a subtle, natural tone so you 
don’t overwhelm the space. Then just 
add the perfect finishing touch, a 
crisp white for woodwork, to allow 
this magical colour to stand out.” 




NG ALL COOKING E NTHUSIASTS 

UP TO 

£ 450 ' CASHBACK 

Simply purchase a kitchen that includes five Neff appliances. 


80 PARROCK ROAD 

To find out more visit GRAVESEND KENT DA12 1QF 

your local kitchen showroom. 01474 569070 www.swanskitchens-bathrooms.co.uk 


*Selected models only. Promotion runs from 1st August until 31st October 2014. 
Available from participating retailers. Terms & conditions apply. Ask in-store for more information. 
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KITCHEN 


SOUTHGATE 


We offer a full service including 
advice on planning, hard landscaping 
designs and no obligation quotations 
within 24 hours of enquiry. 

So choose Terswin Paving for your 
next Landscaping project. 

Tel: 01797 344266 or 07836 298020 
Email: enquiries@terswinpaving.com 
Web: www.terswinpaving.com 


DESIGNER LTD 


Verandas 

Carports 

Walkways 

Canopies 


SUPPLIERS AND INSTALLERS OF QUALITY: 

• Kitchens 

■A THU5T 

• Bedrooms My, - r:H Fsdi 1 Tradei 

• Bathrooms 


Rewires, alterations, aerials, alarms, 
FREE quotations. ‘Fully qualified’ 
For enquiries call 


Tel/Fax 01634 379423 

www. andyshepherdkit chens. co. uk 


For more information contacriviruaveVw 


Visit our factory and see our display of over 40 
garden buildings. Manufactures of Sheds, Cabins, 
Summerhouses and much more. All made to order. 


gle Sheds 


Horticultural, Forestry and Generator Repairs & Servicing 
Formerly of G C Stevens & Son 
Specialising in Honda & Stihl 
With over 20 years main dealer experience 
Phone 01795 423758 


Ca ll fov A {rn "'Bvo ckun 

Base laying service, assistance with planning applications when required, 
full after sales service - repairs, removals + extension - we will help. 


2 SAOBLrrtfrP ROAD 
CT3 AJB. OiZ27 2&@£09 


SPrtno 


AWNINGS 


KITCHEN FITTERS 


PAVING 


ELECTRONICS 


OUR WORK SPEAKS FOR ITSELF 


Enjoy the garden 
whatever the weather 


Canterbury Canopies 
Tel: 0800 954 5322 


GARDENS 


GARDEN SERVICES 


Beech Court 

Gardens 6 Tea Rooms 


*Open 3rd April 2015 
10.30am - 5.30pm 

Closed Fridays and Mondays except for Bank and public holidays 
except groups by arrangement 

Open Public Holidays 


friendly except when wet weather. The owners reserve the right to close the gardens without notice if necessary. 

Canterbury Road (A252) * Challock • Ashford • Kent TN25 4DJ 
01233 740735 • Email: info@beechcourtgardens.co.uk • www.beechcourtgardens.co.uk 


SHEDS 


LAWN MOWERS 


Ramsgate Road. 
Sandwich, CT13 9ND 


01304 612 258 

www.eaglesheds.co.uk 


STOVES & FIREPLACES 


STOVES & FIREPLACES 


Wingham Woodburning 
Stoves Ltd 

Multifuel & Wood Burning 
Stoves, Chimneys 
& Fireplaces 

OPENING TIMES 
Monday-Friday 9-5 
Saturday 10-5 

The Little Crockshard 
Farm Shop 

Crockshard Lane, Wingham, 
Kent CT3 1NY 
email: info@morsokent.co.uk 

01227 728130 


U«in hrjunli !>4r 
£>fipn 

4 FSfflviM 


MULTI-FUEL STOVES. r 

ISuPWuf Ota Lr-om M rhUib tf htt 1 Ai lbCEMEB CTTTUU+J, 11 

GAS 8c SOLID FUEL BSQ5. WOOD FIRED 
PIZZA OVENS. PRiMO CERAMIC BBQ GRILLS, 
ELECTRONIC TIREUGHTERS, FAR IS 

INFR AR ED PANEL H EATERS. f 


kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk 


Week ending April 5, 2015 51 










































































Traffic plans 
kick up a stink 


LETTER OF THE WEEK 




Ukip not alone 
in scandals 


a> 

v 



Send us your views. 

Write to: Kent House, 

81 Station Road, Ashford, 

TN23 1PP 

Email: 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 

Twitter: 

@kosmedia 


Please include your name and 
address, although these will be 
withheld in exceptional 
circumstances, and a daytime 
phone number for verification 
(this will not be published). We 
reserve the right to edit all letters. 


THE report in KoS last week 
referring to tackling pollution in 
Tonbridge could not be further 
from the truth. 

Kent County Council and 
Tonbridge & Mailing Borough 
Council have hijacked £2.37 
million from central government 
funds intended for improving 
pedestrian facilities in rundown 
high streets; diverting it into their 
traffic management budget. 

The money is to be wasted on 
slowing traffic to 20mph with the 
resulting ten per cent increase in 
pollution caused by low gear 
driving and the fact every vehicle 
will be present in the High Street 
for 30 per cent longer; thus 
pollution increases by 40 per cent. 

KCC’s own design is that traffic in 
Tonbridge High Street is intended to 
become one continuous almost 
stagnant stream without any 
breaks. Most loading bays, bus stops 
and disabled parking facilities are to 
be removed. There will be a tiny 
proportion of money left over, this to 
be spent on a few seats and a tree. 

I would suggest that it will be a 
serious health hazard to visit, let 
alone sit anywhere near Tonbridge 
High Street when this act of civic 
vandalism is completed next year. 

Rod Norman, 
Tonbridge 

Hospital trauma 
not as it seems 


A PARTY political leaflet on behalf 
of the Labour Party came through a 
colleague’s door claiming that it 
was as a result of their petition 
abdominal surgery was moved back 
to the QEOM from Canterbury. 

Nothing could be further from 
the truth. It was EKHUFT (East 
Kent Hospitals University Trust) 
themselves who realised the move 
would be unsafe and unviable. 

Further down the leaflet it says, 
if elected Labour will employ 
20,000 more nurses and 6,000 
more doctors to alleviate the 
national problem. This wouldn’t 
make a ha’poth of difference to 
Thanet. It is EKHUFT themselves 
who have, and still are, deliber¬ 
ately, gradually downsizing the 
QEOM in favour of enhancing and 
‘keeping the numbers up’ at the 
William Harvey Hospital at 
Ashford. 

The pity of it is that in December 
2012 there was the possibility of 


Housing will have to 
go on greenfields 


IN KOS (letters, last week) John 
Garnet wrote in support of the 
protection of the Green Belt. 

I share his views as far as the 
Green Belt goes and feel it should 
be protected at almost all cost. 
However, he seems to be of the 
opinion that greenfield sites should 
be offered the same protection. 

Clearly this is totally 
impractical and will never be the 
case, there will always be demand 
for greenfield sites for housing to 
meet requirements and to stop, or 
at least slow down, runaway 
house prices that young people 
starting out simply cannot afford. 

Brownfield sites are a different 
kettle of fish and I agree 
wholeheartedly with Mr Garnet 
but there are in some cases cost 
implications for cleaning these 
sites up from contamination that 
make it impractical in financial 
terms for them to be used. 

Mr Garnet also has a theory 
that areas of prime farm land 
have been left to deteriorate for 

making both the QEOM and 
William Harvey trauma units; 
EKHUFT chose not to do so. 

Betty Renz, 

Cliftonville 

PM future blurs 
SNP challenge 

THE introduction of fixed term five 
year parliaments has unforseen 
consequences. 


years so that they can be 
designated as brownfield; this is 
not and cannot be the case, the 
legal and political definition of 
brownfield sites are sites that have 
been previously developed and it 
is absurd to suggest that open 
farmland, whether used or 
unused, could be designated as 
brownfield, it simply would not 
happen. 

Mr Garnet needs to realise, as do 
all of us, that wherever we 
currently live, whether it be on the 
15th floor of a block of flats, a 
terraced house in town or a 
country pile, all of this land was 
once open virgin land in its history. 

There is always going to be 
demand for housing land and 
quite rightly so. The younger 
generations are entitled to a home 
of whatever description and ought 
to be offered that possibility in the 
same way as the older generations 
have enjoyed. 

William Davis 

Teynham 

As with a US president, the PM 
will not be expected to step down 
mid term. 

David Cameron has given up the 
option of picking a date most favourable 
to his party, but instead has been 
attacked for proposing a TV election 
debate most favourable to him. 

Short term I’d rather speculate 
on how the English will react if the 
SNP hold the balance of power next 
month. 

Martin Tapsell, 

Deal 


JUNE Hammond (Letters, last 
week) seems to think that scandals 
are unique to Ukip. All parties have 
bad apples in the barrel. 

Jeffery Archer for the Tories and 
John Stonehouse for Labour, both 
served prison sentences, while the 
Liberal Cyril Smith escaped justice, 
reportedly for child abuse. 

Ukip really are a breath of fresh 
air. The other parties have had 
their chances over the years and 
sold this country down the river. 

Nigel Farage is the only one who 
really does say how it is and gives a 
straight answer to a question. 

John Beadle, 
Dartford 

Taxpayers are 
just ‘a cash cow’ 

IN KoS (Letters, 22.3) I state that 
Damian Green MP said it doesn’t 
matter where the cuts are made, as 
long as Westminster is not affected. 
I apologise Mr Green - you never 
said that. 

But I do still feel that Mr Green, 
nor the rest of the Tory party, care 
where they make cuts as long as 
their subsidies are not affected - for 
example food, drink and expenses. 

I also feel MPs and Lords think 
the taxpayer is just another cash 
cow to be exploited as often as 
possible. 

And yet the people of Britain are 
still being penalised for the 
catastrophic blunders of the 
bankers. It’s time for a change. 

RC Dryland, 

Ashford 

Library petition 
needs your help 

MIGHT I remind readers a very 
important consultation on the 
future of Kent libraries, registra¬ 
tion, and archive services closes on 
April 8? 

KCC favours contracting an 
independent charitable trust, 
funded by the council, to run the 
services in the future. 

Such a trust would be expensive 
to set up and run. It could put the 
future of many smaller libraries in 
jeopardy, as it seeks to reduce costs. 

The consultation documents are 
online or at all KCC libraries. 

Terry Cload, 
Pembury 


KOS 10 GUIDING PRINCIPLES 


AS part of our commitment to providing the 
best service to you, we have produced our 10 
guiding principles. 

These are key to ensuring we provide you, 
our readers, with an assurance of quality, 
fairness and balance in everything we do. 

And to ensure our loyal advertisers - 
without whom we would no exist - have a 
compelling platform to trumpet their services 
to the people of Kent 


Kent on Sunday will: 

1) Be available in every postcode in Kent. 

2) Be fair, accurate and balanced. 

3) Be written in clear, concise English. 

4) Not be overly sensational. 

5) Have a sense of humour. 

6) Have an easily understood division 
between news, comment and advertising. 

7) Seek to celebrate as well as constructively 
criticise. 


8) Highlight topical issues of concern to 
people living in the county. 

9) Spotlight individual cases which raise 
broader concerns. 

10) Champion causes that it feels are 
important to the well-being of the county and 
its people. 

We hope you enjoy Kent on Sunday. If you 
have any queries, please contact the editor, 
at chris.britcher@archant.co.uk 
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Hever Castle 

by Sue Garnar from 
Woodchurch 


If your picture is printed on 
this page you will receive an 
any-duration Dover-Calais 
return crossing for a car and 
up to five passengers, valid 
for a year, courtesy of... 


myFERRYlink 

Owned and run by the crew 


To see your photograph printed, 
email editorial@kosmedia. 
co.uk, or post it to Archant KOS 
Media, Images of Kent, Kent 
House, 81 Station Road, Ashford, 
TN23 1PP. Be sure to include your 
name, address and a contact 
telephone number. Unfortunately 
we cannot return any prints, and 
please do not send negatives. 
Note: all digital images must be 
no less than 200dpi. 
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bride magazine De 1 ere Devonport House would 
like to invite you to our new wedding fayre 


Catwalk Shows Show Rounds Goody Bags Free copy of London or Kent bride magazine 

www.weddingsite.co.uk 
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Place your advert call: 

0844 887 2316 

and follow the simple instructions 

To Place your ad 
by text 

Simply text REG followed by 
your first name, date of birth, 
area and your advert (max 155 
characters) and send to 80098 
FREE Standard Network rates apply. 


To Reply to members 
from your landline call: 

0906 515 7112 

calls cost £1.53 per min 

Have the adverts 6-digit box no 
written down and do key-it-in 
promptly when asked. Don't forget 
to leave contact details for replies. 



YOUR local dating service, run by the 

dating experts who have been established 
since 1990. REAL people in YOUR area.. 


For a quicker service from your 

moblie call: 0906 500 5650 

calls cost £1.53 per minute plus network charges 

Or Text.. REPLY2 (leave a space) the six-digit 
box number (leave a space) and then enter your 
message & send to 80098 eg: REPLY2 123456 
hi get in touch ... then send to 80098 Success¬ 
fully forwarded messages cost £1.50 per message 
(Max 160 characters). You must exchange 7 messages 
each before you can swap contact details. Messages 
may be moderated for your safety and security. 


Date ONLINE 

YOU can now 
date online or 
via your mobile 

Simply VISIT 
us at: 

www.bbjournal24.mydate24.co.uk 


’HE biggest UK on-line database of 17 million UK REAL users waiting to meet you., visit., www.bbjournal24.mydate24.co.uk 


Been left a message? 
Pickup your replies 
on: 

0906 515 7114 

calls cost £1.53 per min 


Women Seeking 


REMEMBER: Calls cost 
£1.53 per minute plus net¬ 
work extras. 


JAN 63, young at heart, petite, 
5ft 2ins, brown hair, blue eyes, 
GSOH, likes cooking, country¬ 
side, travel, days out, seeks 
easy going male, 60-70. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
416349 I 

SOPHIA young 40yrs, married 
but bored, seeks discreet adult 
fun, any area, all calls 
answered. Tel No: 0905 002 
1883 Box No: 413399 
ATTRACTIVE lady early 50’s, 
petite, Scandinavian blonde 
professional, WLTM profession¬ 
al, caring gent, 50-60's for 
attention and future together. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
416569 

ADVENTUROUS sexy lady, 
38yrs, married but seeks no 
strings fun with discreet man, 
any age. I'm tall, slim and dom¬ 
inant. Aca. Tel No: 0905 002 
1937 Box No: 415301 
JAN 63, young at heart, petite, 
5ft 2ins, brown hair, blue eyes, 
GSOH, likes cooking, country¬ 
side, travel, days out, seeks 
easy going male, 60-70. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 
416349| 

ANNE, mid 40's, cheerful busty 
cuvy affectionate real woman! 
Seeks gent, any age or looks for 
nights at mine. Tel No: 0905 
002 1953 Box No: 410291 
ALISON 39, petite with long 
brown hair, hazel eyes, very lov¬ 
ing, seeking similar male for an 
uncomplicated relationship. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
416517 0 

DISCREET lady, 42yrs wants to 
make you happy, come to me 
and let me do that for you. 
ACA. Tel No: 0905 002 1957 
Box No:409901 
ALISON 30, pretty, slim with 
long brown hair, fit and active 
seeks fit older male for ener¬ 
getic relationship. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 416497 0 


TARA, confident lady, long legs, 
long hair, seeks a saucy man of 
any age for daytime, no strings 
fun. Tel No: 0905 002 1913 
Box No: 414701 
DEBORAH 4L intelligent 
brunette, lovely brown eyes, 
discreet, many interests, seeks 
similar male to share fun and 
good conversation. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 
416515 0 

ATTRACTIVE black, athletic 
lady, varied interests, seeks 
similar white, old fashioned, 
genuine male for relationship. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
416215 

MAY sexy black African female, 
38, hardworking, seeks gener¬ 
ous friendly male for mutual 
rewarding friendship. Tel No: 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 
416211 | 

SUE young at heart, good look¬ 
ing, enjoy life, socialising, 
beach walks, gardening, the¬ 
atre, seeking male, 55-65 to 
share life with. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 416171 
JACKIE 32, attractive profes¬ 
sional, very smart and feminine, 
long brown hair, seeks smart, 
confident, older male who 
knows how to treat a lady. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
416297| 

BECKY 23, classy blonde, long 
blonde hair, blue eyes seeks 
loving older guy to spoil and 
pamper her. Discretion 
assured/guaranteed. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 
416233| 

LINDA 26, cheeky, curvy 
brunette, a little shy at first, likes 
to look after herself, seeks dark 
haired male for discreet 
naughty but fun times. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 
416195 | 


SMS MATCHMAKERj 

DATING NEEDN’T BE DAUNTINGf^,—" 

/asa» ever 



JOIN OUR NEW MATCHMAKER 
SERVICE AND START PLANNING I 
YOUR NEXT BIG EVENING! L 



TEXT MATCH TO 


EEEEW 


All messages received £1.50. Text STOP to 89990 to exit at any time Minimum 7 messages must be sent 
before contact details can be exchanged This service is not computer generated Messages are responded 
to by realservice users. No meetings can be guaranteed. If arranging a meeting be sure to chose a puMc 
space and do not give personal derails people you have not met Service provided by No Goats Ltd. 


CUSTOMER SUPPORT 

Call 0207 720 7130 Monday - Friday 10am - 4pm 
or email us at support@jmediauk.co.uk 


i tntbA dy, pGtit©, cuddly and 
bubbly seeks kind older male to 
travel, have fun, and take care of, 
pamper and flirt with. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 416081 0 
LUCY stunning tall brunette, look¬ 
ing for exciting times, seeks like- 
minded, adventurous male who is 
willing to try anything once or 
maybe even twice! Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 416079 0 
PETITE blonde, blue eyes, very 
feminine and sensual seeks 
younger male for friendship and 
discreet fun. Can accommodate. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
416077| 

SARAH 29yr old pretty slim single 
mum of one, interesting, lively, 
good fun, enjoys nights in/out, 
music, seeking similar easy going, 
genuine, honest man/dad to get to 
know. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:415841 § 

ANGIE attractive nurse 39yrs, 
new to area/advertising, likes dog 
walking, being sociable, meals 
in/out, WLTM honest, fun male for 
possible Itr. looks unimportant. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
4158271 

LISA attractive petite Filipino 
female, very lonely, wanting to find 
love, companionship and to be 
happy, looking for friendship and 
more. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:415549 0 

SUE 65, 5ft 8ins, blonde hair, fash¬ 
ionable, smoker, GSOH, enjoys 
meals out, travel, animals, WLTM 
kind, shyish man for friendship, 
maybe more. Thanet area. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 415735 0 
BLONDE female, 47, looking for 
fun, sensual, experienced, under¬ 
standing, seeking similar. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 415675 0 
INTELLIGENT funny guy without 
a huge ego required for damaged 
heart. Casey 39, size 10, curves in 
all the right paces, pretty, kind, lov¬ 
ing, genuine, romantic and avail¬ 
able. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No: 4155091 

BLACK lady 43, sincere, down to 
earth, fun loving, likes theatre, cin¬ 
ema, meals out, walks, seeking 
white gent with GSOH, sincere 
and down to earth. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 415477 0 
JENNY voluptuous blonde tanned 
well-presented female, enjoys 
being and giving pampering, cook¬ 
ing, cosy nights, looking for some 
broadminded excitement. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 415399 0 
JOYCE 39, attractive GSOH, 
loves nights out, honest, loyal, fun 
to be with, looking for mature male 
for adult companionship, meals 
out and hopefully more. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 415561 0 
NICOLETTE 32 petite profession¬ 
al attractive black female looking 
for similar hardworking white male 
who like me loves life and is seri¬ 
ous about finding a LTR. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 415545 $ 
PAT blonde blue eyed curvy, cud¬ 
dly female, attractive, likes swim¬ 
ming, gardening, holidays, my 
job/home, looking for happiness 
with quiet content grounded male. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
415533 0 


manuy do, pGtiiG atiractivG sum 
female with very GSOH, likes to 
keep fit, meals in/out, WLTM gen¬ 
uine child friendly guy/dad for fun 
times together. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 415513 0 
JACKIE very pretty leggy well- 
mannered/educated 28yr old 
female, loves nights in/out, sports, 
WLTM sincere male up to 35yrs 
for friendship, hopefully Itr. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 415377 0 
DONNA 36yrs un-modest but very 
attractive, nice eyes, good figure, 
GSOH, OHAC, great job, sick of 
never meeting Mr Right, looking 
for someone special. Genuine 
male please. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 415187 0 
ALISON 27yr old very bored 
broadminded female with plenty of 
free time on her hands looking for 
some adult fun times. Call me, I 
won’t disappoint. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 415177 0 
DEE lonely divorced female, slim, 
bubbly, attractive redhead, loves 
cuddles, looking for a man who 
can restore my faith in love and 
make me laugh Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 414961 0 


jAuK.it: GxtrGmGiy SGnsuai iaoy 
but for your eyes-only! likes hors¬ 
es, keeping fit, gardening looking 
for genuine love interest and com¬ 
panionship. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 414721 0 
TERI separated single lady, 
blonde, blue eyes, slim, WLTM 
compatible male for genuine 
friendship, meals out, weekends 
away, nights out and more. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
414361 0 

FEMALE seeking male for adult 
fun. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No: 413809 0 

DEBBIE brown eyed attractive 
social female, romantic, good lis¬ 
tener, loves children, looking for 
similar nice male/dad to get to 
know, hopefully leading to more. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
414383 0 

EMMA slim 5ft 8ins, single 
employed female with OHAC, 
enjoys many interests, gym, 
music, easy-going, genuine, sup¬ 
portive, seeking similar male for a 
chat, maybe a date. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 414957 0 


Men Seeking 



REMEMBER: Calls cost 
£1.53 per minute plus net¬ 
work extras. 


PETITE Asian lady, slim, N/S, 
seeks genuine N/S male for win¬ 
ing/dining, fun and frolics. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 414515 0 
KAREN 35 petite dark hair/eyed 
affectionate, caring, lovely female 
with many interests looking for 
genuine tic from loving soul mate, 
dark haired preferred. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 414487 0 
JULIE good looking 40's female, 
medium build, size 12, loveable, 
considerate, OHAC, likes nights 
in/out, walking, seeking loving 
male without lots of baggage. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
414387 0 

HELEN 19yr old bubbly female 
looking for male to take me out 
and show me a good time. No 
pressure just fun times, no time 
wasters. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 414223 0 
FREE single 25yr old busty curvy 
black beauty, sensual, confident, 
interesting, looking for handsome 
man to call me back. Race/age 
unimportant. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 414219 0 
BLUE eyed slim pretty easy going 
hardworking lady seeking male to 
put the spark back into my life, 
must be honest, affectionate, have 
a GSOH and wont to work at a 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 414217 0 
MARY tall blonde size 12 lady, 
nice personality, good conversa¬ 
tionalist, varied and open to inter¬ 
ests, loves weekends away/holi- 
days, seeking similar male. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
414179 0 


MO 36yr old slim blue eyed pretty 
blonde looking for fun times with 
non-judgemental, discreet, kind 
male. Age/status unimportant. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
414215 0 

JANE 29, loves riding and spend¬ 
ing time horsing around, seeking 
non-serious kind of normal guy 
who enjoys going out having a 
good time. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 414205 0 
KAREN young looking attractive 
vibrant slim blonde, enjoys to keep 
fit, beach walks, travel, meals 
in/out, good conversation with 
pleasant company, WLTM genuine 
sincere male. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 414203 0 
SANDRA attractive lady seeking 
someone special to help regain 
my trust in the male species. Only 
genuine guys pis, I will be worth 
your time, you won’t be disap¬ 
pointed. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 414195 0 
TRACY 35yr busty bubbly out 
there sized 18 lady looking for a 
caring loving guy who appreciates 
womanly curves, over indulgences 
and having fun. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 414189 0 
SLIM tall, elegant, feminine, N/S, 
solvent lady, young 50's, likes trav¬ 
el, red wine, seeks tall, sincere, 
military, retired, professional gen¬ 
tleman of high calibre. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 414251 
WIDOW late 60's, likes most 
things, seeking a lonely gent, 70- 
75 to make me love and laugh 
again. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No: 414093 0 


FEMALE 

seeking 
male for adult 
fun. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 

413809 0 
68YR old widow, seeking 
company of a male, 68-75 for 
friendship, likes cinema, theatre, 
nights in, meals out, seaside 
walks. Wants someone to help 
me love again. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 413689 0 
BBW 51, caring, solvent, seeks 
male of similar age for fun times 
and socialising. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 413621 
FEMALE 38, attractive, African, 
single mum, seeks male, 35-50 
for nights out, socialising, friend¬ 
ship and fun. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 412793 
PETITE slim blonde 39yrs, pret¬ 
ty big blue eyes, looking for sim¬ 
ilar easygoing older male to put 
a spark back into my life, enjoy 
nights in/out and more. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 
412327 0 

KATIE 26yr old pretty slim blue 
eyed blonde looking for evening 
entertainment with open-minded 
discreet guy, any age. Tel No: 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 
412319 0 

JANE 29yr old horsey female, 
loves the outdoors, cycling, as 
well as duvet days, WLTM not 
too serious male for a hopefully 
normal relationship. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 
412315 0 

MARY 5ft 6in size 12 blonde, 
nice personality, good conversa¬ 
tionalist, interesting, lots of inter¬ 
ests WLTM likeminded caring, 
happy male. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 412169 0 
CLARE 36yrs successful single 
mum, independent, employed 
with OHAC, size 10, green eyes, 
pretty, likes swimming, family 
life, seeking male with similar 
values and interests. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 

412053 0 

SHARON 32yrs and still soul 
searching for Mr Right, I enjoy 
keeping in shape, caring for peo¬ 
ple, seeking loving respectful 
guy who also knows a good 
time. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 412049 0 
SLIM petite, attractive brunette, 
56, British/Russian origin, excel¬ 
lent cook/home maker, seeks 
cultured male for serious rela¬ 
tionship. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 412129 0 
FREYA 33 6ft blonde, loves 
dancing and have a good time, 
employed, own home, one son, 
seeking similar laidback guy/dad 
for dates, chats and more. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
412045 0 

MARILYN really nice curvy tac¬ 
tile female, loves romantic 
walks, cosy nights in, quality 
times, looking for nice male to 
spend time and fall in love with. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
411871 0 


smile 


music, travel, coun¬ 
tryside, animals, 

employed, OHAC, looking for 
companionship with similar lone¬ 
ly heart. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 411865 0 
SARAH 25 petite slim attractive 
blonde student, enjoys keeping 
fit, looking good, socialising, 
going out, being a mum WLTM 
similar fun genuine guy. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 
411537 0 

JULIE attractive outgoing 
female with a very young atti¬ 
tude, loves running, living life, 
travel, WLTM someone special 
to make my life complete, hope 
you're out there. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 411513 0 
LINDA 37, green eyes, attrac¬ 
tive, bubbly size 12, enjoys cosy 
nights in, text chats, seeking tall- 
ish fun guy for meals out, pubs, 
clubs and spending quality 
times. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 411033 0 
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friendship, companionship, out¬ 
ings and interesting conversa¬ 
tion. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:411975 

CAROLINE 39yr old pretty 
blonde looking for handsome 
caring man to put the sparkle 
back into my life and make each 
other feel special. Call me. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
411891 0 

33YR old sick of being single 
working mum, OHAC, likes the 
simple things in life, looking for 
romantic, honest guy with GSOH 
for cosy nights in and fun nights 
out. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No: 411887 0 

SUSAN seeking nice male, 
medium build, 35, easygoing, 
likes music, nights in. Tel No: 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 
406779 0 


CINDY 

31 attrac¬ 
tive, size 12 
brown eyed 
blonde, new to this 
but sick of passing up 
potential soul mate s 
thought I wld give it a go. ACA 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
411873 0 

RITA divorced care worker with no 
ties, 5ft 1 ins, dark hair, enjoys 
meals out, cosy nights in, seeking 
male 45-55 with GSOH and simi¬ 
lar interests. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 411775 0 
CATHY very much a lady seeks 
gent up to 62yrs who would appre¬ 
ciate an independent professional 
sassy female who loves to be 
wined, dined and romanced. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
410301 0 

WOULD you like to bounce into 
spring with me and onwards? 
Widow late 60's, enjoy most things 
in life, looking for someone to 
enjoy them with. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 411395 0 
MARIE 37yrs slim attractive car¬ 
ing, likes meals in/out, cinema, 
tennis, keeping fit/ active, WLTM 
fun loving, reliable man for friend¬ 
ship leading to more. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 411037 0 
SOPHIE 27yr old nursing assis¬ 
tant with no ties looking for dis¬ 
creet adult fun times with tall 
attractive guy 35-42yrs. GSOH 
essential. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 410717 0 
34YR single mum of 1 who loves 
nights out having a good time 
seeks similar sociable fun guy to 
enjoy relaxed but extremely fun 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 410709 0 
BUSTY Caribbean lady who loves 
music, dance and singing, looking 
for nice older guy for mutual adult 
no strings fun times. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 410305 0 
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CALL CHARGES*: DATING 18+ and have the bill payer’s permission. 090 calls cost £1.53 per min. plus network charges. Calls from Mobiles will be considerably higher. Calls are recorded and may appear on your bill. TEXT*: Text alerts are charged at £1.50 per week. To unsub¬ 
scribe to text alerts, text DATING STOP to 63333. To cancel free match alerts, text STOP to 07781474042. For full T&Cs go to www.localdates-terms.co.uk/. REPLY BY TEXT*: 80098/89990 costs £1.50 per SMS received (max 150 characters). Guaranteed to receive 1 - 4 mes¬ 
sages for each message you send, Service only available where phone icon show. Messages are moderated. Minimum 7 messages must be sent before contact details can be exchanged. This service is not computer generated. All messages are responded to by real service users. 
No meetings can be guaranteed. If arranging a meeting be sure to chose a public space and do not give personal details to people you have not met. Some advertisers on this page come from our national database. To STOP text stop to 80098/89990. Service provided by No Goats 
Ltd. Help: 0207 720 7130. ALL SERVICES*: By texting any shortcode you consent to the owner of that shortcode sending you the occasional marketing message to opt out of receiving these send NO INFO to 80098. DATA PROTECTION: Sen/ice provided by JMedia UK Ltd, SW4 
7BX, 0207 720 7130. We will collect the details you provide and may send you details of other services and events operated by us. We may pass your details onto this newspaper for marketing or PhonePayPlus for regulatory purposes. W/C 05/04/15 
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Send us your business news. 
Phone: 01223 653481 
Write to: Kent House, 81 Station 
Road, Ashford, TN23 1PP 

Email: 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 

Twitter: 

V> @kosmedia 


For more business visit 

businessforkent.co.uk 


SOLAR: Toddington Harper says investors can now access the alternative energy market 

Will sun shine on bid 
for solar investment? 


by Jamie Weir 

jamie.weir@archant.co.uk 


INVESTORS in Kent are being 
invited to take advantage of a new 
renewable energy bond scheme, 
which gives them access to the 
lucrative solar market. 

Company Big60Million has 
launched the new £5.8 million 
community bond offering for 
stakes in a 9.2 megawatt site in 
Paddock Wood. 

Investors are being invited to 
buy secured five-year bonds for 
£60 each - with the promise of six 
per cent gross annual interest. 

More than just the return, the 


company says it is looking to open 
up access to an otherwise difficult 
market, while also helping to make 
a social impact. 

CEO of the company, Toddington 
Harper, explains: “We want to put 
power in the hands of the people 
and help them make money and 
build a better world for their 
families by investing in the future. 

“Spiralling energy bills, climate 
change, and loss of wildlife are 
global problems that affect 
everyone but these Big60Million 
solar projects give ordinary people 
and local businesses the chance to 
make a lasting difference to their 
community.” 

The new solar farm will produce 


enough energy to power 2,820 
homes each year, using a site 
which is 25 hectares - that’s 
roughly the same as 35 football 
pitches. 

According to Big60Million, the 
site will not only produce clean 
energy, but enhances the biodiver¬ 
sity of the area as well. 

The company says the raised 
solar panels which it uses enhance 
the area’s ecology, will leave 
around 95 per cent of the land free 
to be transformed into a nature 
sanctuary, with habitat for birds, 
bats, and also endangered animals 
like hedgehogs. 

To find out more visit: www. 
Big60Million.co.uk 


Data security no 
problem for Absols 


MAIDSTONE ^ 

based IT support K 
firm Absols has ^ 

taken a leap 
forward earning 
two national 
standards to 
underline its 
credentials. 

It took just eight weeks to get 
the seal of quality, and the 
assurance of IT information and 
security management. 

The achievements follow last 
year’s success when it hired its 
first apprentice. 

Selep praised for 
social enterprise 

MINISTER for Civil Society, Rob 
Wilson says he is backing the 
South East Local Economic 
Partnership (Selep) in trying to 
make its area the social enter¬ 
prise capital. He said: “I was 
highly impressed with the 
strength of partnership working 
and the real focus being given in 
the programme to helping those 
most in need.” 

Leading business 
women honoured 

TOP business women from 
across the county were celebrat¬ 
ed at the prestigious Kent 
Women in Business Awards 
ceremony. 

A total of 11 awards were up 
for grabs. Winner of Kent 
Business Woman of the Year was 
Rebecca Riches of communica¬ 
tions agency The Hub. 
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ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


Accountants make great new addition 


Gibbons Mannington and Phipps is 
very pleased to announce that Joseph 
Greenslade has been made a partner 
with effect of April 1 2015. Joseph 
will be based in the Rye office, where 
he has been working as a manager 
for the last four years. He is ACCA 
qualified, specialising in Owner 
Managed Business clients, as well as 
being an expert in cloud based 
accounting systems. 

The team is also pleased to 
announce that on April 1 2015 
Gibbons Mannington and Phipps 
converted from a Partnership to a 
Limited Liability Partnership, 
Gibbons Mannington and Phipps 
LLP. This helps to significantly 
modernise the practice and ensure it 
remains competitive in the market¬ 
place. 

A history of accountancy to be 
proud of 

This announcement comes in 
Gibbons Mannington and Phipps’ 
115th year. Not many firms can 
boast a provenance of looking after 
local individuals and businesses for 
over 100 years proving the ethos ‘it’s 
not about numbers...it’s about 
people’ stands the test of time. The 
firm’s three office practice is the 
result of a number of firms that have 
amalgamated during the 115 years 
of existence, which has only 
strengthened knowledge of local 
business and the challenges they 
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Gibbons 
Mannington 
Sl Phipps 


Tel: D 1424 220510 


PARTNER: Sen 

ior partner David 
Hawkins congratu¬ 
lates partner Joseph 
Greenslade on his 
new position with the 
firm 


face. 

All partners are qualified Char¬ 
tered Accountants or Chartered 
Certified Accountants and the firm 
has extensive knowledge of specialist 
areas which include Farming, 
Charities, Medical and Dental 
Practices, Audit and Tax planning. 

Peace of mind 

Gibbons Mannington and Phipps 
offer clients the opportunity to 
understand their liabilities clearly, 
helping them plan their businesses 
and comply with tax legislation. 


With a track record of outstanding 
customer service you can rely on, 
you are left free to get on with what 
you are good at - your business. 

A wealth of services to help you 

Whether you are a new or 
established business, self employed, 
Limited Company or Charity, 
Gibbons Mannington & Phipps can 
support your business with a variety 
ofservices: 

• Account Preparation 

• Management Accounts 

• Tax returns and planning 


• Auditing 

• Budgets and cash flow 

• Comprehensive VAT advice and 
assistance 

• Business Planning 

• Business records and systems 
which include Xero, Quickbook and 
Sage 

Gibbons Mannington and Phipps 
believe the client should be selective 
and make the right choice of 
accountancy firm for their needs, 
which is why potential customers 
are offered the opportunity to 


interview us. This is a free initial 
consultation designed to empower 
customers in ensuring we are the 
right firm for them. 

To arrange a consultation, view 
case studies and testimonials 
and find out more about what 
Gibbons Mannington and Phipps 
can offer you, call today on 
Bexhill 01424 210530, Rye 
01797 223340 & 01797 223127, 
Tenterden 01580 765171 & 
01580 766760 or visit www. 
gmpaccountants.co.uk 


GMP 

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS 


Gibbons 
Mannington 
& Phipps LLP 


82 High Street I Tenterden I TN30 6JG I Tel: 01580 765171 
Landgate Chambers I Rye I TN317L| I Tel: 01797 223127 
20 Eversley Road I Bexhill I TN401HE I Tel: 01424 210530 


Your business finances and your future are what matter to us, 
and by understanding what you want to achieve, we can help. 



www.gmpaccountants.co.uk Contact us for a free, no obligation meeting 
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HOWARDS 

BLINDS & CURTAINS lTI> 


We offer a complete one to one service all year round 



we are specialists in Conservatory Blinds, 
Awnings and Canopies. 

The company holds a vast sample 
stock of all the blinds and curtains on 
sale today. Whilst you look through 
the samples either at home or in the 
showroom Mr Howard offers a free 
estimation and installation service. 
Customer care and customer satisfaction 
is our top priority. 

So by contacting us you can guarantee 
a well priced professional job to add to 
your already stylish interior or exterior. 


Howards Blinds and Curtains 

Unit 128b, John Wilson Business Park, Thanet Way, Whitstable, Kent CT5 3QY 
sales@howardsblinds.com 107860 391136 


WINCH & WINCH 

SOLICITORS 

Residential & Commercial Conveyancing 
Landlord & Tenant 
Wills & Lasting Powers of Attorney 
Probate/Estate Administration 
Contentious Probate 

Family/Divorce inc. Cohabitation, Children matters, Injunctions 
Civil/Commercial Litigation including property related disputes 


Lexcel ii resolution 

ftarhrr ftw um H 




Arsl for fjmiSy taw 



Cflnwoyjncing 

Qualily 


5 New Road Avenue, Chatham, ME4 6AR 
Telephone: (01634) 830111 
Email: solicitors@winch-winch.co.uk 
Website: www.winch-winch.co.uk 



“DSH just made 
everything simple’ 

Samson Hajalie, Mornington Cars 


Advice that’s clear and simple 
01622 690666 
www.dsh.co.uk 


DSH 



mcch. . 

tuck struck 


Driving your hunger away! 

Tuck by Truck is an enterprise that supports 
adults with learning disabilities into 
employment. 

For a snack tray in your workplace, contact us: 


West Kent 01622 718867 


East Kent 01227 360762 


Bexley 01322 338659 


www.tuckbytruck.org.uk 


Tuck by Truck is a mcch enterprise. 
Registered charity no. 1156486. 



C; m 


tuck' truck I 


kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk 


Week ending April 5, 20 1 5 57 




























lllAIJ 



By Steve Loader 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 


» Read more of Steve’s 
motoring reviews in... 

Kent Life 


ii For more cars visit 

drive24.co.uk 

Powered by mOTORS 
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ANYONE launching a supermini now must 
recognize that the Ford Fiesta still takes some 
beating - seven years after launch. 

But here’s a whippersnapper that looks sharp 
against Ford’s old timer - the all-new Mazda2 
(from £11,995). 

Mazda’s new baby echoes the Kodo design 
language that already makes the Japanese 
marque’s excellent 3, 6 and CX-5 SUV models 
stand out - look out too for the forthcoming CX-3 
junior SUV. 

Part of the sleekness comes also from a 
wheelbase 80 mm longer than its predecessor, 
while the car’s overall length has increased by 
140mm. 

It makes for a huge cabin, seating five easily 
and oozing premium levels of class - an impres¬ 
sion upheld on the move. 

Mazda has avoided big spending on blue sky 
technologies, recognizing that industry pioneers 
will need to recoup their investment by licensing 
any successes anyway. The brand has concen¬ 
trated instead on its homegrown Skyactiv suite of 
current technologies to deliver weight-saving, 
better aerodynamics, and engines that are more 
eco-friendly, economical and powerful. 

The 2’s new 1.5-litre petrol engine is not 
turbocharged, yet it’s sporty and free-revving 


with excellent economy and low emissions - 
the unit is available with 75PS (74bhp), 9 OPS 
and 115PS outputs and five or six-speed 
manual gearboxes, or a six-speed auto. There’s 
also a 1.5-litre diesel, which I didn’t get to test. 

The chassis is exemplary: tautly set up like a 
hot hatch, but without the teeth-rattling I 
expected on my sprint across Dartmoor - sheep 
permitting. 


Not only does the car feel secure on tight 
corners but there is little lean either, thanks to 
a body and chassis structure making generous 
use of lighter ultra-high tensile steels. 

Admittedly, the newcomer can sound a bit 
‘busy’ when you do exploit the peppy engine 
and chassis, but this Fiesta rival underpins 
Mazda’s designs to remain a good value brand 
with premium aspirations. 
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Classy city slicker chic on the cheap 

French marque’s classy little 108 city slicker shows how urban motoring can be p eU geot 108 Top! 
smart, fun, affordable and very well-connected, writes Steve Loader... Allure 1.2 3 -dr 



S OUNDING like a departing 
presenter from Top Gear, 
one opinion expressed 
when I arrived somewhere 
in a Peugeot 108 city car 
was: “Heaven save us from gutless 
and tiddly Noddy cars.” 

But the argument is surely: “Save 
the planet with more cars like this.” 

The 108 is not perfect, but its tiny 
dimensions pack everything that 
most of us will ever need while on 
the road, and yet it’s no eco motoring 
equivalent of sackcloth and ashes. 
Indeed, it is best evidence yet of the 
French marque’s vow to move 
upmarket. 

Priced from £8,245, the 108 
replaces the 107 and is a far posher 
and more grown up city runabout 
than its predecessor, while emphasis¬ 
ing Peugeot’s other recent declara¬ 
tion that all its model numbers will 
now end in an eight. 

Like the 107, it’s one of a trio of 
three and five-door door city car 
clones developed jointly by Toyota, 
Peugeot and Citroen to offset the big 
costs of creating a small car with 
matching profits. 

The 108 is the classiest of the trio 
and Peugeot is making much of the 
electric rollback Top! option tested 


here, with its stout fabric roof in 
black, grey or purple and starting at 
£10,345 - just £850 more than its 
hard roof equivalent. 

Admittedly, the mechanism robs 
some rear headroom in the other¬ 
wise spacious cabin, but ‘Open-Top!’ 
life is to be recommended, with only 


the mildest ruffling and extra noise 
at city speeds - faster, and you need 
to crank up the sound system. 

Indeed, this is where the 108’s 
upper crust veneer starts to wear thin 
because, as the revs and speed climb, 
so the slightly thrashy three-pot 
engines also spoil the fun a little. 


One is a heavily revised 998cc unit 
from the 107 and offering 68bhp and 
an official combined 68.9mpg, while 
the other (as tested) is Peugeot’s new 
l,199cc engine offering 82bhp and 
65.7mpg respectively. Both come 
with five-speed manual boxes as 
standard, and escape road tax - C02 


Price: 

from £11,995 

Driving appeal: 

★★★ 

Image: 

★★★★ 

Space: 

★★★ 

Value: 

★★★★★ 

Running costs: 

★★★★★ 

How green?: 

★★★★★ 

Best rival: 

VWUp 


emissions are below the lOOg/km 
threshold. 

On the road, the gearshift and 
clutch action on both powertrains is 
vague and there’s a definite lean on 
the bends, suggesting enthusiastic 
drivers may well look to the VW/ 
Skoda/SEAT trio of city clones or 
Hyundai’s grown up ilO, but does 
this really matter within such a 
strong overall package? 

Apart from the Top! option there 
are a squillion customisation 
permutations, a funky dashboard 
with big touchscreen - standard on 
most versions - with good device 
connectivity, clever stowage, 
generous passenger space for four, 
plus a much-needed bigger boot - 
196 litres versus the 107’s 139 
- made even better by a clever parcel 
cover that clings automatically to the 
tailgate glass as it is opened. 



THE NEW PEUGEOT 108 
SUPER-PACKED SUPERMINI 


108 ACTIVE 

► 7” colour touchscreen ► DAB digital radio 

► Bluetooth® ► Manual air conditioning 

£79 

rental per month 
on Passport Personal Lease # 


NEW PEUGEOT 108 ACTIVE 

Meet Peugeot’s stylish new supermini that’s loaded with features. The New Peugeot 108 offers you a 
7’’ colour touchscreen, Bluetooth®, DAB digital radio, manual air conditioning and much more - all available 
from only £79 rental per month on Passport Personal lease # . Just contact us to find out more. 


MOTION & EMOTION 


We're 

I BBS 

y Children In Need 



ROBINS & DAY MAIDSTONE 

Mill Street, MAIDSTONE, ME15 6YD 

01622 753333 www.robinsandday-maidstone.co.uk 


ROBINS & DAY ROCHESTER 

209 High Street, ROCHESTER, ME1 1HF 
01634 842231 www.robinsandday-rochester.co.uk 


Official Fuel Consumption in MPG (l/100km) and CO 2 emissions (g/km) forthe 108 range are: Urban 52.3 - 62.8 (5.4 - 4.5), Extra Urban 74.3 - 83.1 (3.8 - 3.4), Combined 65.7 - 74.3 (4.3 - 3.8) 

and C02 99 _ 8 8 (g/km) . M PG figures are achieved under official EU test conditions, intended as a guide for comparative purposes only, and may not reflect actual on-the-road driving conditions, Terms and conditions apply, participating dealers only or visit www. peugeot. 
co.uk. To finance your lease we may introduce you to a limited number of lenders. #Passport Personal Lease: A guarantee may be required. Over 18s only. Written quotations available on request from Peugeot Financial Services, Quadrant House, Princess Way, RedhilLRHl 1QA. Peugeot 
Citroen Retail UK is acting as a credit broker and is not a lender. 108 Active 3dr 1.0 68, customer initial rental £2,079, optional final rental £4,995. 35 monthly rentals payable. 6,000 miles per annum. Excess mileage charges may apply, If you choose to pay the optional final rental, you 
can pay an annual rental equivalent to one of your monthly rentals butwillnotown the car. Ownership is possible with Passport - ask us for details. Offer available on cars ordered by 31/04/15. Calls may be recorded for training purposes. Information correct at time of going to press. 
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holidays 





Call 

01895 833333 

for bookings 
and information 


Free Drinks 


Barcelona & The Wild Coast 

by Rail - Departures: 2015,22 Sept; 2016; 1 7 May, 20 June & 18 Sept 
8 days, £949pp • Quote: IB9-KOS 

Barcelona has so much to offer - unique Gaudi architecture, 
including the famous Sagrada de Familia basilica; lovely 
parks, squares, boulevards, shops, art, beaches, and delicious 
cuisine. Spain's legendary Costa Brava, or Wild Coast is 
dotted with fishing villages, pine forested coves, sheer cliffs 
and pristine beaches. We stay in the quaint fishing village of 
Tossa de Mar, a hidden gem of the area, and include a boat 
trip along the stunning coastline. We also visit Figueres and 
Barcelona. Travel is by Eurostar from London with an 
overnight in Paris and a swift train to the Mediterranean. 

kent-life.co.uk www.kentnews.co.uk 


INCLUDED: Escorted throughout 

• Champagne check-in at London 
St Pancras • Return Eurostar &TGV 
rail travel from St Pancras to 
Barcelona (from Ebbsfleet on 
request) • 1 night hotel B&B in Paris 

• 6 nights half-board stay at a 4 star 
hotel in Tossa de Mar • Excursions 
as stated ‘Transfers abroad 


Riviera of Flowers & Gardens, Monaco & Portofino 

by Rail - afternoon departure -1 June, 2015 
7 days half board plus, £849pp • Quote: FF6-KOS 


This super holiday taking in the Cote d'Azur's premiere 
gardens, starts with a glass of Bubbly at St Pancras 
(Ebbsfleet departures on request) before boarding the 
Eurostar to Lille or Paris. After an overnight stay we continue 
by TGV train to Nice and Diano Marina. On the Riviera we 
visit Monaco and its Jardin Exotique, the Villa & Jardins 
Ephrussi de Rothschild, Villefranche, Portofino and have the 
opportunity to visit Giardini Botanici Flanbury. Enjoy free 
drinks every night at our hotel in Diano Marina. 


INCLUDED: Escorted throughout 

• Champagne Check-in at London 
St Pancras • Return rail travel from 
St Pancras (from Ebbsfleet on 
request) to Nice • 1 night hotel B&B 
in Paris or Lille • 5 nights in Diano 
Marina - half board PLUS free 
drinks 6pm to 11 pm every night 

• Excursions & garden admissions 

• Transfers abroad 


Holidays offered by 
GN Holidays 
& Voyages 

Higher Denham, 
Uxbridge UB9 5EL 
ABTA NoY0291 -ATOL9362 
info@gnvoyages.co.uk 
www.gnvoyages.co.uk 

Open 9am to 5.30pm weekdays 
9.30am to 12.30pm 
Saturdays 

Closed Bank Holiday weekends. 

®abta @ 
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Zundert Flower Parade & Antwerp 

by Rail - afternoon departure - 4 September, 2015 
4 days, £389pp • Quote: DZ9-KOS 


Come with us on a charming break taking in the 
spectacular Zundert Flower Parade and Antwerp. The 
parade is made up of breathtaking displays entirely 
created by volunteers using dahlias - the largest of its kind 
in the world. Many of them are animated, giving a truly 
realistic appearance. The town is also renowned as the 
birth place of Vincent Van Gogh. Antwerp, Belgium's 
second biggest city, is our base for this break and is a true 
architectural wonder. 


INCLUDED: Escorted throughout 

• Champagne Check-in at St Pancras 

• Return rail travel from London St 
Pancras (from Ebbsfleet on request) 
to Antwerp • 3 nights 3-star hotel 
B&B in Antwerp • Excursion to 
Zundert Flower Parade 'Transfers 
abroad 


This spectacular holiday visits Villefranche Bay in Lights 
Festival which includes a procession of florally decorated 
illuminated boats and a firework display; visits also 
include a whale watching experience, Monaco and 
Portofino and with free access to a private beach this is a 
holiday not to be missed. Starting with a glass of 
Champagne at St Pancras and a night in Paris or Lille en 
route to our hotel in the delightful Italian coastal town of 
Diano Marina. 


INCLUDED: Escorted throughout 
• Champagne Check-in at London St 
Pancras • Return rail travel from St 
Pancras (from Ebbsfleet on request) 
to Nice • 1 night hotel B&B in Paris or 
Lille • 6 nights in Diano Marina - half 
board PLUS free drinks 6pm to 11 pm 
every night • All excursions • Transfers 
abroad 


2015-16 Escorted Holidays and Cruise 
Brochures 


Bavaria &The Sound of Music Country 

by Rail - afternoon departure - 6 May, 2015 
7 days, £879pp • Quote: MU5-KOS 


Bavaria is one of Germany's most picturesque and fascinating 
regions with an abundance of natural treasures and a richness of 
history. From our hotel by Lake Chiemsee in Bavaria, we visit: 
Munich; 'Mad' King Ludwig's famous castle Neuschwanstein - 
inspiration for Disney's Sleeping Beauty Castle and his Royal 
Palace of Herrenchiemsee - a Palace of Versailles replica on an 
island in Lake Chiemsee; and Oberammergau. We also cross the 
border into Austria to visit its lake district and Salzburg - settings 
forThe Sound of Music movie. 


INCLUDED: Escorted 
throughout • Champagne 
Check-in at London St Pancras 

• Return rail travel from St 
Pancras (from Ebbsfleet on 
request) to Chiemsee • 1 night 
hotel B&B in Paris • 5 nights 
3-star half board hotel in Prien 
am Chiemsee • All excursions 

• Transfers abroad 


Riviera of Lights, Flowers, Sea & Sand by Rail 

Villefranche Bay in Lights & Whale-Watching Cruise 

8 days semi-all-inclusive -10 July, 2015, £949pp • Quote: RF7-K0S 


eN Verifies 


Verses 


Every detail of our 


superb range of 


m 


Escorted Holidays 


and Cruises for 


Kent on Sunday 


Call for your free copies 





































Kent on Sunday 

jobs24.co.uk 

■# IN-PAPER • ONLINE • ON MOBILE 

TO ADVERTISE: 

TELEPHONE: 01233 653461 
EMAIL appointments@kosmedia.co.uk ONLINI www.jobs24.co.uk/kent 



BRADSTOW SCHOOL 

Bradstow is a creative and unique residential school for children between the ages of 5 & 

19. It is situated in 13 acres of parkland just a few hundred metres from the sandy beaches of 
Broadstairs. We seek to meet the needs of children and young people with autism and severe 
learning difficulties with associated behaviours that may be challenging. We have achieved 
national recognition for our developments in Communication and Behaviour Management 

HOME MANAGER - EXTENDED PROVISION 

To organise and manage a group of staff working in a residential unit. To arrange and manage the care of 
the children and young adults in that unit on shift. To manage the administration of the team. To take a 

lead role in the unit. 

£30,942 - £33,440 pa - 41 hours per week. All year round. 

DEPUTY HOME MANAGER - EXTENDED PROVISION 

To assist the Home Manager in organising and managing a group of staff working in a residential unit. 
To arrange and manage the care of the children and young adults in that unit on shift. To manage the 
administration of the team. To take a lead role in the absence of the Home Manager 

£26,259 - £29,135 pa - 41 hours per week. All year round. 

HOUSEPARENT- EXTENDED PROVISION 

Working as part of the childcare team, this role involves providing care and support to students 
mornings, evenings and weekends being a student’s Keyworker and some management responsibility. 

£22,442 - £25,416 pa - 41 hours per week. All year round 

TEAM SUPPORT WORKERS - Residential Care 

As part of the childcare team, these roles involve providing care and support to the children and young 
people in childcare teams mornings, evenings and weekends. These roles are aimed at candidates with 
some experience of Care work. 

£14,338 - £15,207 plus 10% pa - 41 hours per week, 

(including weekends) - Term time only, plus 2 weeks * 

CHILDCARE SUPPORT ASSISTANTS 

As part of the childcare teams, these roles involve providing care and support to the children and 
young people mornings, evenings and weekends. No experience required, full training will be given. 
£11,752 - £12,085 plus 10% pa - 36.5 hours per week, (including weekends - more hours available) - 
Term time only, plus 2 weeks* 

FLEXIBANK TEAM SUPPORT WORKERS 

To provide additional support a cover within either the classrooms or residences. 

Flexi-bank - £7.43 per hour 

- When required (up to 41 hours per week including split shifts and weekends) 


LEARNING SUPPORT ASSISTANTS 
(TEAM SUPPORT WORKERS - EDUCATION) 

The successful applicants will be responsible for assisting teachers in the school, for which previous 

experience is required: 

£13,047 - £13,838 pa - 37% hours per week, 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. Mon-Fri 

- Term time only, plus 2 weeks* 

(INDIVIDUAL LEARNING SUPPORT ASSISTANTS) 

The successful applicants will be responsible for assisting teachers in the school, no previous 
experience is required, full training will be provided: 

£12,075 - £12,420 pa - 37% hours per week, 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. Mon-Fri 

- Term time only, plus 2 weeks* 


*For these roles there will also be up to a maximum of two weeks for the school’s respite care 
provision if required, for which extra payment would be paid. 

For all posts we look for candidates who are mature, warm, creative and open to learning with a 
patient and caring attitude to deal sensitively with vulnerable children. 

We are committed to sustainability and preserving the environment and therefore encourage 
applications by email, so for an application form and information pack please email 
personnel@bradstow.wandsworth.sch.uk. Or you may call 01843 608727 
(24 hour recruitment answer machine). 

Please note that CVs will not be considered. 

The closing date for all applications is midnight Thursday 30th April 2015. 
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Spencer Private Hospitals are two hospitals situated in East Kent. The larger of the two 
hospitals is a 22 bed independent hospital situated at the QEQM Hospital in Margate, 
whilst the second hospital is a 4 bed independent hospital based at the William Harvey 
Hospital in Ashford. Both hospitals have a reputation for providing excellent medical 
and surgical facilities supported by Specialist Consultants, Specialist Nurses and 
Physiotherapists. We have state of the art diagnostic equipment and exceptionally high 
standards of nursing care 


Senior Staff Nurse - Margate 

Full time Hours: 37.5 hours per week 
Salary: Circa £26,000 per annum 
dependant on experience 
Qualifications 

• Registered Nurse 1st Level 

• Minimum 3 years post registration/ 
equivalent experience, preferably in a 
surgical ward or OPD 

• Evidence of continual professional 
development 

• Teaching and Assessing Course or 
equivalent 

Closing date: 17/04/15 

To discuss this opportunity, or to arrange 

an informal visit, please contact: 

Carolyn Flegg, Outpatients Manager 
07479 988411 

Business Office Supervisor - Dover 

Full time Hours: 37.5 hours per week 
Salary: £18,000 - £22,000 
Qualifications 

• Maths and English GCSE grade C and 
above (or equivalent) 

• 2 years’ experience working in a 
supervisory role and administration/ 
hospital environment 

• Organised with excellent time 
management and prioritisation skills 

Closing date: 17/04/15 

To discuss this opportunity, or to arrange an 

informal visit, please contact: 

Gemma Preston, Business Office Manager 
07583 867301 


Customer Services Manager - Margate 

Full time Hours: 37.5 hours per week 

Salary: £25,000 per annum 

• Minimum 2 years experiences at a 
senior level within a Customer Relations/ 
Services environment, with proven 
supervisory experience 

• Strong leadership, influencing and 
management skills to deliver an enhanced 
customer experience 

• HND in Hotel or Hospitality Management, 
NVQ / SVQ in Customer Services 
desirable 

Closing date: 10/04/2015 

To discuss this opportunities, or to arrange 

an informal visit, please contact: 

Lynn Orrin, Hospital Manager on 

01843 234554 


How to apply: 

We regret that CVs are not accepted 
for any of our roles, for an application 
pack please visit: 

www.spencerprivatehospitals.com/ 

careers 

Alternatively, please contact 

Justine Whittle, HR Assistant, 

01304 245943 

E-mail: 

recruitment@spencerhospitals.com 

Spencer Private Hospitals is an equal opportunity employer. 
This position is subject to a Disclosure and Barring check. 


Working for Spencer Private Hospitals: 

Spencer Private Hospitals recognise and value all of their staff and are committed 
to developing a well-trained and flexible workforce. As an Investors in People 
accredited organisation, you can expect a generous holiday allowance, increasing 
with length of service, company contribution pension scheme, childcare vouchers, 
my work offers scheme, family and friends discounts on Physiotherapy and Health 
Screening services as well as uniform and free onsite parking. 
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COVER SUPERVISOR 

30 hours per week for 39 weeks per year 
Kent Salary Range 7 (rates as at April 2015) 
£21,086.00 - £23,990.00 per annum 
Pro rata to £14,426.24 - £16,413.05 

We are seeking to appoint a passionate member of support staff who will 
join a team of Cover Supervisors to provide cover supervision for absent 
teaching staff, involving the facilitation of learning by KS3 and KS4 students 
in a safe and secure learning environment. The successful candidate will 
also undertake other non-teaching duties as directed during non-cover 
lessons including the provision of administrative support for specified 
projects and provide LSA support for SEN students within lessons. 

The ideal applicant... 

• will relate well to students 

• must have good attendance and punctuality record 

• will be able to liaise and communicate effectively with staff and students 

• must be confident to lead whole classes. 

• needs to be proactive to engage with students, using materials left for 
classes. 

• will develop their own resources to supplement teacher resources. 

• will be familiar with the use of ICT resources and teacher resources. 

The School received a very positive Ofsted Report recently and was rated 
‘good’ in every category. Thamesview is a new school build that benefits 
from innovative learning environments and state of the art ICT equipment. 
We are committed to providing high quality learning experiences for our 
students and to supporting our staff through excellent CPD opportunities. 
Further details and an application form can be obtained from our HR 
Manager on 01474 566552 ext 1120 or 

email k.mcgowan@thamesview.kent.sch.uk. 

Closing Date: 7th April 2015,9.00am 

Interviews: Week Commencing 20th April 2015 

CVs without an application form will not be accepted. 

We are committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of students. 
Appointment to this post will require an Enhanced Disclosure via the 
Disclosure and Barring Service 
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♦ Kent 
Police 


Keeping Kent safe 


Do you have what it 
takes to serve our 
diverse communities? 


Police Constable Recruitment - 
Open Now 

We are currently accepting applications for new Police Constables 
to join Kent Police. It's one of the most demanding professions, 
but also one of the most rewarding. Working at the heart of the 
community to help us to continue to provide a first class service 
to the public, you will make an important difference for our 
diverse communities, every day. What's more, you'll help Kent 
Police achieve our aim to become the best force in the country. 

And you will benefit from all the support and training you need 
to grow and develop. 

Learn more and apply at www.kent.police.uk/officer 

Kent Police is an Equal Opportunities Employer. Communications with 
Kent Police may be recorded for monitoring purposes. 
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SCIENCE 

TECHNICIAN 

37 hours per week for 39 weeks per year 
Kent Salary Range 4 (rates as at April 2015) 
£16,634.00 - £17,475.00 per annum 
Pro rata to £14,035.77 - £14,745.41 

We are seeking to appoint a passionate member of support staff who will 
join the Science Department to work closely with and support the needs 
of both our teaching staff in this area and the students participating in 
practical lessons, providing general assistance for the maintenance and 
cleanliness of the learning spaces and equipment used. 

Our ideal candidate will have experience or knowledge of Health 
and Safety procedures especially as they relate to Science lessons 
and chemicals, and an understanding of the appropriate cleaning, 
maintenance, use and storage of equipment and machinery. 

The School received a very positive Ofsted Report recently and was 
rated ‘good’ in every category. Thamesview is a new school build that 
benefits from innovative learning environments and state of the art ICT 
equipment. 

We are committed to providing high quality learning experiences 
for our students and to supporting our staff through excellent CPD 
opportunities. 

Further details and an application form can be obtained from our 
HR Manager on 01474 566552 ext 1120 or 
email k.mcgowan@thamesview.kent.sch.uk 

Closing Date: 7th April 2015,9.00am 
Interviews: Week Commencing 20th April 2015 

CVs without an application form will not be accepted. 

Appointment to this post is subject to a criminal background check via the 
Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS). 

Thamesview School operates a no smoking policy 
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Drivers 


HGV1/2 Drivers 

Potential earnings of £35,000 + 

Permanent work plus overtime and weekend 
working. 

Driver/ Hiab Operator 

(Will Hiab Train if you do not hold certification) 
Required; Digital Tachograph Card, 
current CPC qualification card. 

Full PPE & uniform provided. 

To apply email 
riglift@riglift.co.uk 
or telephone 01322 341166 



PLANNING 


Folkestone 



THE TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING 
(DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE) 
(ENGLAND) ORDER 2010 

The following applications have been submitted for 
consideration by the Council: 

Y15/0211/SH - Holly Cottage North Street New Romney Kent 
TN28 8DL - Erection of a shed. 

Y15/0191/SH - 73 - 79 The Old High Street Folkestone Kent 
CT20 1RN - Change of use of ground floor to a flexible use 
spanning use classes A1 (retail), B1 (business) and D1 (non- 
residential institutions), the formation of a third floor in connection 
with the creation of four additional self-contained residential units 
with ancillary studio space (creating eight in total), together with 
alterations to the ground floor street frontages and the second 
floor windows. 

Y15/0274/SH - Homepeak House Bartholomew Street Hythe 
Kent CT21 5BB - Felling of a Sycamore tree situated within a 
conservation area. 

Y15/0256/SH - 70 & 72 High Street (Aldi) Hythe Kent CT21 5AL - 
Display of 3 non-illuminated wall mounted signs. 

Y15/0277/SH - Heppinge Rectory Lane Saltwood Hythe Kent - 
Works to trees situated within a conservation area comprising: 
felling of a Norway Spruce; 1.5 metre overall crown reduction and 
20% crown thin of a Cherry; crown reduction back to previous 
pruning points of a row of Sycamores and crown reduction of two 
Sycamores and an Ash by reducing the height by 3 metres and 
the laterals by 1 metre. 

Representations can be made in writing either on line on 
the Council’s website, by email to planning@shepway.gov. 
uk or in writing to the Head of Planning and Environmental 
Health, Shepway District Council, Civic Centre, Castle Hill 
Avenue, Folkestone, Kent, CT20 2QY. Please always quote the 
application reference number. Comments should be made in 
writing within 21 days from the date of publication. Please note 
that any representations received will be publically viewable on 
the Council’s website. 

The applications marked (*) do not accord with the provisions 
of the development plan in force in the area in which the land to 
which the application relates is situated. 

Note: This is not a full list of applications received. All planning 
applications can be viewed and comments made online at 
http://searchplanapps.shepway.gov.uk/online-applications/. 

C Lewis, Head of Planning and Environmental Health 
Shepway District Council 
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LEGAL AND PUBLIC NOTICES 


Licensing Act 2003 

Application for a New Premises Licence 

Name of Applicant: Mr Ilesh V Patel 

Premises: West Street Newsagents Ltd - 54-56 West St 

Sittingbourne Kent ME 10 1AR 

Proposed Licensable activities: 

Sale of alcohol - Mon - Sat 06 :00 until 23 :00 
Opening Hours - Mon - Sun 05 :00 until 18 :00 
Date of Notice : 27th March 2015 

Any objections to this application must be made in writing 
to The Licensing Department 
Swale Borough Council 
Swale House 
East Street 
Sittingbourne 
Kent, ME10 3HT 

Objections must be received within 28 days of the date of 
this notice. 

It is an offence knowingly or recklessly to make a false 
statement in connection with an application. Any person 
who makes a false statement is liable, on summary 
conviction, to a maximum fine of £5,000 


LEGAL AND PUBLIC NOTICES 


HIGHWAYS ACT 1980 - SECTION 116 
STOPPING UP OF LAND AT 
SITTINGBOURNE INDUSTRIAL PARK 

I AM GIVING NOTICE THAT The Kent County Council 
as Highway Authority for the County of Kent propose to 
make an application to the Magistrates’ sitting at Maidstone 
Magistrates’ Court on 14 May 2015 at 14:00 for an Order 
under Section 116 of the Highways Act 1980 to extinguish 
highway rights on the grounds that they are unnecessary on 
Land at Sittingbourne Industrial Park as edged red on the 
plan on deposit. 

A copy of the draft order and the plan referred to are on 
deposit, and can be seen during normal office hours, at the 
main reception of The Kent County Council at Sessions 
House, County Hall, Maidstone, Kent ME14 1XQ. 

Any person to whom this Notice has been given or who uses 
the highway specified or who would be aggrieved by the 
making of the Order may appear before the Magistrates’ 
Court to raise an objection or make a representation on 
the application. Any person intending to appear before 
the Magistrates’ Court at the hearing of the application 
is requested to inform Joy Ukadike by post to Legal 
Services, The Kent County Council, Sessions House, 
County Hall, Maidstone, Kent ME14 1XQ, by email 
joy.ukadike@kent.gov.uk, or by telephone 03000 
416791 before 6 May 2015 quoting reference number 
LS/21/103074/657. 

If you require further information or would like to discuss 
this matter, please contact Joy Ukadike using the contact 
details shown above. 

JOHN BURR 

DIRECTOR OF HIGHWAYS AND TRANSPORTATION 

Traffic Schemes & Member 
Ashford Highway Depot 
Henwood Industrial Estate 
Javelin Way 
Ashford 
Kent 

TN24 8AD 


Highway Fund 



Public Notice 

Southborough Town Council intends to transfer a plot 
of open public space land consisting of recreation 
ground, playing fields and informal open space of 
approximately 3.8 acres to Kent County Council 
for use towards the mixed use Southborough Hub 
development. 

The land has pedestrian access from the A26 London 
Road and links to the Ridgewaye. 

For further details please contact the Town Clerk at 
brenda. wickens @ southboroughcouncil.co.uk 


PUBLIC NOTICE 
APPLICATION FOR THE GRANT 
OF A PREMISES LICENCE 

We Flexford Ltd hereby give notice that we have 
made an application to the Tunbridge Wells Borough 
Council for the grant of a New Pre mi ses Licence to 
in respect of the following licensable activities:- 

1. sale by retail of alcohol 

2. provision of regulated entertainment and 

3. Late Night Refreshment 

In respect of the premises situated at 1, Warwick 
Park, Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN2 5TA to be known 
by the sign of One Warwick Park, currently known as 
The Brew House Hotel and The Old School House. 
The application can be viewed at the offices of the 
Licensing Authority, Tunbridge Wells Borough 
Council,The Town Hall, Tunbridge Wells, Kent 
TNI IRS between 9.00 a.m. and 4.00 p.m, 
Monday to Friday (except public holidays) or 
www.sevenoaks.gov.uk. Any person wishing to 
make representations concerning this application 
should do so in writing to the above local authority 
giving in detail stating the grounds of objection and 
within 28 consecutive days of the submission of the 
application that is by no later than 23rd April 2015. 
Any person may make representations on licensing 
objectives grounds only i.e the prevention of crime 
and disorder, the prevention of public nuisance, 
public safety and the protection of children 
from harm. Copies of all representations will be 
sent to the applicant. It is an offence knowingly or 
recklessly to make a false statement in connection 
with an application. Any person who makes a false 
statement is liable on summary conviction to a 
maximum fine of £5,000. 

Stephen Thomas LAW, 
8,Grassmere,Leybourne,Kent ME19 5QP 
Authorised Agents for and on behalf of the applicant. 
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Sport 

Is this our ultimate sport XI? 

We compile a list of who we believe are the county’s top sports personalities spanning the generations 





Sporting heroes 


Roy Hodgson 


By Jamie Weir 

jamie.weir@archant.co.uk 


before joining the Lotus FI team, 
winning the 1964 title. A regular at 
Brands Hatch, he remains actively 
involved in motorsport - despite the 
death of his son, Henry, 18, in 2009 
following a freak accident during a 
Formula 2 race at the Kent circuit. 


Charlotte Edwards has recently 
celebrated leading the England 
women’s cricket team for the 200th 
game as captain - during which time 
she has played a major role in boosting 
the women’s game. 

A key role model, in 2014 she was 
named one of the five cricketers of the 
year by cricket bible Wisden. 

She has made it a habit collecting 
women’s cricketing titles staring with 
being the youngest player ever to play 
for England at just 16-years-old. She 
has also become the only female 
cricketer to score 2,000 runs in T20 
Internationals, and has scored 4,000 
runs for Kent since joining the county 
side. 


K ent has produced a great 
deal of talent over the 
years in the fields of 
politics, business, 
entertainment and sport. 
But who have been the biggest 
names? 

This Easter weekend, we take a look 
at who we believe would make the 
county’s all-time top XI. 


As part of the famous 1966 squad 
which defeated Germany 4-2 on that 
glorious day at Wembley nearly 50 
years ago, his place in history is 
assured. 

A celebrated right back, he spent his 
entire career with Fulham, from 1956 
to 1969. In that time Cohen made some 
459 appearances before hanging up 
his boots. 

After he gave up playing, he took to 
managing teams. He led the Tonbridge 
Angels to Kent Senior Cup glory 
during the 1974-75 season. He, 
alongside four other members of the 
World Cup winning squad, were 
awarded the MBE in 2000 for their 
part in England’s success. 

After quitting football he ran an 
estate agents in Tunbridge Wells, 
where he continues to live today. 


For many years, it looked as though 
her place in history may be a little 
more obscure. But then came the 
Athens Olympic Games in 2004. 

After a career dogged by injury and 
a fear of failure, she won not only the 
1,500m but 800m titles to claim a 
glorious double gold which would 
forever cement her place in the hearts 
of the nation - and with it, the title of 
the UK’s most successful middle 
distance runner. 

Born and raised in Hildenborough, 
where today she runs a cafe in addition 
to a busy calendar of media work, she 
kicked off her sporting career as a 
12-year-old when she joined the 
Tonbridge Athletics Club. 


HEROES: Kel 

Homes and Liz 
Yarnold. 


She retired from athletics shortly aft 
er the Olympics. 


For anyone who has followed cricket in 
the last 65 years, the Cowdrey name 
carries an awful lot of weight. 

And it originated with Colin 
Cowdrey, a genuine legend of the game 
who captained Kent and England in a 
glorious first class career stretching 
from 1950 to 1976. 

He ended up scoring almost 43,000 
first-class runs, with more than 7,500 
for England. 

His son Chris would go on to also 
skipper Kent and England, while other 
son Graham would also have a long 
and successful career for Kent. 

The family links continues too, with 
Fabian Cowdrey, his grandson also 
now playing for Kent. 


England manager, and Kent 
football legend Roy Hodgson has 
come a long way since plying his trade 
among the non-league clubs of Kent. 

He kicked off his career at Crystal 
Palace in 1965, but, unable to break 
into first team play moved to non¬ 
league football first at the Tonbridge 


attending St John’s Primary and then 
Tunbridge Wells Grammar School for 
Boys, he started his rugby career with 
the town’s youth team. 

A versatile player, after leaving Kent 
for university, he made his name in 
rugby union first with Newcastle 
Gosforth, then Bristol and eventually 
spending more than a decade with the 
Leicester Tigers. 

He broke into the England team in 
1997 and was part of the 2003 
England World Cup winning squad. 

In 2005 he became captain for the 
first time. 


Colin Cowdrey 


Angels, then Gravesend and North- 
fleet, Maidstone and Ashford, 
Management ambition took him 
abroad and to Sweden where he rose 
up through the ranks. He managed the 
Switzerland national side before 
moving to Italian giants Inter Milan. 

He would eventually return to the 
UK where he managed the likes of 
Blackburn Rovers and Fulham before 
being the surprise choice for the 
England hotseat in 2012. 


David Gower 


For many Kent fans, it has always been 
a regret that one of England’s most 
entertaining and exciting players 
slipped through their fingers. 

Born and bred in the county - he was 
born in Tunbridge Wells and attended 
schools in Hawkhurst and Canterbury 
- it was with Leicestershire he would 
find a home in county cricket. 

And from there he would go on to 
dazzle for England, including a spell as 
captain during the 1980s. 

Today, he fronts Sky Sports’ cricket 
coverage and has become a hugely 
popular presenter and pundit. 


Martin Corry 


As a school boy in Tunbridge Wells, 


Born in Dover and having grown up in 
Deal, she shot to fame with success in 
the 2004 Women’s British Open in a 
year which saw her become one of the 
most successful female players in the 
world. 

It also secured her place in the 
following year’s Solheim Cup - the 
women’s equivalent of the Ryder Cup. 

She may have struggled to emulate 
that success since, but she remains a 
high profile figure in the women’s 
game, joining the BBC commentary 
team for the Ryder Cup and appearing 
on the Golf Channel. 


Lizzy Yarnold 


Everyone knows the name Lizzy 
Yarnold after the brave skeleton racer 
took the gold medal in the 2014 Winter 
Olympics in Sochi. 

The 26-year-old Olympian was born 
in Sevenoaks, attending Maidstone 
Grammar School for Girls. In 2013, she 
began a run of wins which included 
gold at the Skeleton World Cup, as well 
as gold in the 2014 Winter Games. She 
continued the spate of successes, most 
recently taking gold at the 2015 

European Championships. 


Karen Stupples 


George Cohen 


Charlotte Edwards 


Kelly Holmes 


John Surtees 


Edenbridge motorsport legend 
John Surtees has done some¬ 
thing never equalled by any 
other person; winning world 
championships on both two 
and four wheels. 

The celebrated racer 
began his career in 1949 
as a passenger for his 
father, who was a sidecar 
racer. 

He joined the 
celebrated MV 
Augusta team and 
won a host of titles, 
and an MBE, 


. iH-ucHjTgi* 


*DrWe 


Shane Byrne 


The Sheppey-based rider made 

history when he became 
the first man to win the 
British Superbike 
Championship on four 
occasions, his fourth 
just last year. 

He had a 

short-lived spell in 
MotoGP before 
returning to once 
again establish 
himself as a BSB legend. 
He is aiming of glory next 
season. 
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THE 

MARLOWE 


The best in theatre, music 
and comedy this spring. 


,, a 

r * 

/ 

ETO’s 

The Siege 
Of Calais 

Donizetti’s exhilharating opera. 

SAT 9 MAY 


Book your tickets today by calling the Box Office on 

01227 787787 ( bk 9 fee) or book online at marlowetheatre.com a*,**,. 
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